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>> F. Borjón: Hello, everybody could you please take your seats so we can begin our session today. 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

Could I call the second plenary meeting to order, please.

Our second plenary session. 

I do hope that you had a good rest yesterday evening following the reception which we had the pleasure to be able to attend in the evening.

As you know who's invited the conference participants to a very pleasant event yesterday evening.

It was quite spectacular, I think.

And the city of Guadalajara has, I think, given us a very warm welcome.

The Provincial Government of Jalisco and the Federal Mexican Government have, I think, demonstrated that warm welcome by putting on for us a very good show yesterday evening where we were able to become acquainted with a typical Mexican food and a little tequila, as well.

We are now ready to get down to work, I hope, and I hope that you are all ready to begin today's scheduled program.

However, before we get into the approval of the agenda which is of course the first item on this morning's agenda, I would like to tell you that we did hold a meeting of the steering Committee in order to review the timetable.

We agreed at that meeting that there would be a couple of changes made and the Secretariat is in the process at the moment of including those.

We also agreed to certain principles including that of avoiding two committees of meeting in parallel.

I'll correct myself on that one, avoiding more than two committees meeting in parallel.

We don't want to have three committees meeting at the same time.

That would create difficulties and those difficulties have been highlighted by some delegations already.

Some of the smaller delegations might find it a bit difficult to attend more than two meetings at the same time.

So since we took that decision, it has unfortunately become necessary to have a couple of evening sessions from time to time.

And we're still assessing when those will begin.

It is probable that they will begin to be held from Wednesday of next week, I repeat Wednesday of next week.

Therefore, and given the restricted amount of time available to us, the steering Committee has also decided that there may be meetings over the weekend beginning on this Saturday.

This will be necessary to ensure that all committees have sufficient time available to them to carry out their work and conclude it successfully.

I want to remind you of one further point on which we were working in the steering Committee and it is as follows: 

It's something the Chairman of the Committee has raised and it should be possible to do it.

When referring to a document, please avoid making lengthy presentations insofar as that is possible, of course.

Presentations of documents should focus on the substance of the point at issue.

Furthermore, it is also hoped that analysis and consideration of the documents will be done in a cluster.

So if there are several documents which deal with the same issue, for example, those documents will be taken together, and they will be presented or introduced together.

That way, the discussion will be able to start immediately.

 this type of decision will, I think, be to the benefit of the work of the conference as a whole.

It will help us to ensure our work is done effectively and efficiently in the committees and I would reiterate to you the Secretariat is still in the process of making the appropriate adjustments to the timetable.

A revised timetable will be submitted as soon as they have done that.

I'd also like to inform you this afternoon Committee 6, I repeat, Committee 6, will be holding its first meetings and Committee 2 and credentials Committee.

Furthermore, there should be a meeting of the editorial Committee.

That will be held separately and it will be defining some of the principles.

Committee 6 and credentials will be very active, I'm sure, and the editorial Committee will be, I'm sure, very well Chaired by France as is traditionally the case.

It is a tradition that France always chairs committees very well.

I'm sure that tradition will continue this time.

So with those comments, I would like to get down to brass tacks if we may.

You should have in front of you document PP10 ‑80‑M‑8 containing the draft agenda for the second and third plenary meetings.

Our first item on the agenda is of course the approval of the agenda so I submit the agenda for your consideration now.

Any comments, please?

Russian Federation, please.

>> Representative From Russia:  Thank you very much, Chairman.

We don't have a question on the agenda.

We would first of all like to thank you, however, for the excellent reception which was offered to us yesterday evening.

I have to say we have a problem with the Russian language again.

Maybe with others but certainly with the Russian language, we seem to have a lot of hissing problems on the Russian channel.

We don't have the problem on the English channel.

I wonder if somebody could check it please to clear up the sound quality on the Russian channel, please, thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Russian federation.

Perhaps there is a sound problem, and I will be grateful if somebody could check that.

I'd also like to remind you that you do have the possibility of wi‑fi connection I think with your microphone.

Maybe it's the wi‑fi connection that's causing the problems.

Maybe not.

If you do use the wi‑fi connection that may improve the quality of the signal.

That's just a suggestion.

Maybe you could have a look at that but we'll try and sort the problem out.

Thank you, I'm sure there will be some kind of solution available.

Could the sound technicians please go and check that each and every one of the channels is operating properly?

Thank you very much.

And I hope that the wi‑fi will be working properly and that you can use that while they're sorting out the problem with the Russian channel.

Thank you.

Does anybody have any comment?

This was not, of course, a comment on the approval of the agenda.

It was a basic and very important technical comment by the Russian Delegation but does anyone have any suggestions on the agenda?

>> H. Touré: Mr. Chairman, I don't have any suggestion on the agenda.

I just wanted to thank the Mexican authorities and the Government of Jalisco for the wonderful evening last night and I would like to ask the audience here to give a round of applause to our wonderful hosts.

[ Applause ]

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Secretary‑General.

If I see no further comment on the adoption of the agenda, then may I take it that the agenda is approved?

It is so decided.

Thank you.

The second item on the agenda is the item dealing with the definitive upper limit of the contributory unit.

I would like to ask the Secretary‑General if he could be kind enough to make comments on this agenda item.

I believe they were made in the informal session with the Heads of Delegation and in another session.

I'm sure the Secretary‑General could, however, add some further very clear and helpful comments so you have the floor.

>> H. Touré: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Not only I mentioned it during the Heads of Delegation meeting, but also during my state of the Union address, I believe, Mr. Chairman, to ensure we leave the Plenipotentiary Conference with a balanced financial plan.

The key to a robust financial plan is a realistic revenue forecast and therefore, in order to facilitate our ability to forecast the revenues for the period 2012‑2015, I would like to propose that we take up the first step today in determining the definitive upper limit of the amount of contributory unit.

And I had proposed from beginning that it be 318.

That's the number that we've been working on for the past 4 years.

Even though the financial plan was not approved at the last Plenipotentiary Conference, we did our work on the budget, the biennium budgets on the basis of 318 and we were able to balance it.

And I believe that by putting that figure straight and avoiding to speculate on the number, we'll be able to have a determination as quick as possible.

And as you know, pursuant to number 161B of the Constitution of the Union, the Council at its April 2010 session fixed actually the provisional amount of the contributory unit to the 318 Swiss Francs for the period 2012‑2015 so the point I'm making here and that's why we're raising this early enough here so that our team can finalize the draft that they've already started doing on the basis of 318, that the conference at the first plenary take a decision on this amount so that we'll be able to take this matter in the afternoon to com 6, and then that will take the issue of the scale, that will also the discuss the issue of the scale of the contributory ‑‑ of the class of contributions and I'm confident that they will also resolve this quickly so that we can move forward to enable some members to notify their definitive choice of class of contribution on the basis of not only new scale which will be based on a more regular scale, one unit instead of 3 in some cases and 5 in some others, if we are able to get a determination of a maximum of countries by Monday, next week, Monday the 11th, it will help us go through the exercise so that we could really come out of this conference with a realistic financial plan, balanced and without the feeling of anyone being rushed.

We know in past conferences that we end up the last week rushing many things and people will leave the conference with a sense of unfinished business, and I would like that not to happen.

I believe we can all come out of this conference equally happy if we approach things earlier, and that goes in line with the proposals made by the steering Committee yesterday to start thinking of some evening sessions early enough next week, or a Saturday meeting this week already, so to be able to do things in a normal manner rather than waiting the last minute and rushing them so that you will all be satisfied so this is the proposal I'm making here.

I would like to really suggest that this conference agrees this morning on keeping the contributory unit level at 318, and that be the definitive limit of the contributory unit on which basis we're going to do our calculations for the financial plan.

I thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Secretary‑General.

That's an interesting proposal and I now submit it for the room's consideration.

Spain, please.

>> Representative From Spain:  Thank you, Chairman.

If I have understood correctly what the Secretary‑General is suggesting, is that the Member States that can agree to setting the number of contributory units for the participation in the Union's financing on Monday provided that is possible.

What we would like to make clear, however, is that as explained in the informal Heads of Delegation meeting the other day, we have a formal problem, which means that we are obliged to hold a series of consultations in our finance Ministry, and that is going to take 8 or 9 days at a minimum.

We've spoken to our Ministry of Finances.

They tell us they can give us the definitive figure and the definitive amount of contributory units next Wednesday but earlier than that, I'm afraid we're not going to be able to give a final decision.

We're not going to be able to tell you the number of contributory units we can make at this financial period.

I crave your indulgence for this.

I assure you it is not because we don't want to make an agreement on Monday.

It's simply because for formal reasons, we can't take a decision before.

As we understand it, we're not going to change the number of contributory units with which we participate in the Union but we cannot give our formal agreement until Wednesday of next week.

I don't think that two more days are going to undermine the viability of the financial plan, at least I hope not and I do crave your understanding on this particular point.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Spain President.

Kyrgyzstan, please.

>> Representative From Kyrgyzstan:  Excuse me, I think it was Kyrgyzstan who had asked for the floor.

>> Representative from Kyrgyzstan:  You, Chairman, thank you very much.

Kyrgyzstan understands that the amount of 318 is the contributory unit figure that has been in force for quite some time.

And Kyrgyzstan would like to support the proposal as made by the Secretary‑General.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Kyrgyzstan.

Germany has asked for the floor.

Go ahead.

>> Representative From Germany:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman of course we support the idea and the proposal of the Secretary‑General to have a financial plan for the years 2012‑2015 adopted during the conference and avoiding the situation as add the last Plenipot in Antalya but Mr. Chairman I just want to inform you that Germany needs a period of at least 8 days, after having the financial decision of the conference on the amount of the contributory unit to confide with its National institutions in order to have a final decision on the number of the contributory units.

So in the spirit of having the decision on the financial plan and on the day as early as possible, we could agree to the suggestion of the Secretary‑General and the understanding that most of the countries are entitled to give their decision on the number of contributory units on Monday, but there is the possibility for some countries that have problems, as Spain has and as we have, to do it on a later day, which Germany would be ready to have a date to be announced for the announcement on Wednesday of the second week.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Germany.

Japan has asked for the floor.

You have the floor, Sir.

>> Representative From Japan:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, this issue of contributory unit system stipulates basic financial structure of the Union and it is crucially important as it form lights and stimulates the activities of the Union.

So in this regard we highly appreciate Secretary‑General's initiative to set a level of contributory unit at 318,000 Swiss Francs which enables us to coordinate smoothly with our financial authority back in the capital.

We understand that the impact of this decision is not so easy for the ITU Secretariat as it requires continuous implementation of streamlining Union services.

So we appreciate ITU's staff's efforts in all aspects of the activities.

Here let me take this opportunity to reiterate our commitment to support the ITU activities as finalizing financial plan is very important and this administration does not need to wait until next Monday.

So as our state Secretary mentioned in his Policy Statement yesterday, Japan would like to contribute positively to the ITU which has been playing a vital role to promote information and communication technology and its tradition that is the driving force and fundamental infrastructure of our future.

Therefore Japan would like to commit ourselves to the extension of our financial support at the 30 units as one of the largest contributors in order to support the ITU in fulfilling its mandate.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Japan.

And I think that that number of contributory units which you will be providing is going to provide us with good results.

Thank you very much for informing us all of your intentions.

I do believe there's consensus in the idea that we're going to need to have our upper limit at 318,000 Swiss francs.

Saudi Arabia has asked for the floor.

>> Representative From Saudi Arabia:  Thank you very much.

Indeed, the Secretary‑General's proposal in setting the upper limit at 318,000 Swiss francs for the contributory unit is an important suggestion, and it will assist the ITU in balancing its budget.

Countries therefore should announce their intentions for the numbers of contributory units and our Delegations have already been able to take up this issue.

Perhaps as to the idea of contributory unit level, in my view, trying to set that level is something that we can decide on at 318,000 Swiss francs but then put off the discussion on the other decisions we have to come to at this point in time.

But I do believe we will be contributing 13 units.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

Pakistan has asked for the floor.

>> Representative From Pakistan:  Thank you, Chair.

We also support the proposal of the Secretary‑General for setting the limit of the contribution unit to 318.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: The United States has asked for the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, and to all colleagues, good morning.

As we have already indicated in the formal Head of Delegations meeting, we would like to join with others in supporting the proposal of the Secretary‑General.

We think it's a wise one, and also brings a stability to the financial picture, such that all of us can plan accordingly based on 318,000 Swiss francs.

We also believe that it goes a long ways in bringing discipline to the budgetary process of the ITU, and that we would, accordingly, look forward to the financial plan that will be adopted at this Plenipotentiary, and to also to the strategic plan, and through the combination of the strategic plan and the financial plan based at 318,000 Swiss francs as the value of the contributory unit, we believe that we can begin the process of establishing priorities for the work of the Union that would be consistent with all of the goals shared by the membership.

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, we are very pleased to indicate as has already been indicated by Ambassador Verveer that the United States remains at a 30‑unit contributory level.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, United States.

And also, thank you for announcing the number of contributory units.

I think that we can see consensus coming out with regard to the value of the contributory unit at 318,000 Swiss Francs.

Oman has asked for the floor.

>> Representative From Oman:  Thank you very much, Sir.

I would also like to support what has been said by the Minister of Telecommunications from Saudi Arabia as concerns the dividing up of the two questions we have before us.

That is, our country had said in 2008 that we thought that we could increase the Sultinate of Oman's contributory units to the ITU.

It is our view that the current level is a reasonable level, and we're going to maintain that.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: And we also have countries which have generously told us what the level of their contributory units is going to be, the United States with 30 units.

Japan, as well, with 30 units.

What is clear in any case is that we have consensus on the 318,000 Swiss Francs, and the suggestion is that Committee 6, which is presided over by Mr. Gracie, discuss the most appropriate date for submitting each country's level, or number, of contributory units to the Union.

That could begin today already in the afternoon, as well as the other issue that was raised by the Secretary‑General.

But I think that in order to move on, what I'd like to suggest and put to your consideration, is that we adopt the 318,000 upper limit of the contributory unit, set it, and that will assist some countries in beginning their process of consultation with capitals and then the other discussions, the other issues, will be taken up this afternoon with Committee 6.

Ukraine has asked for the floor.

>> Representative From Ukraine:  Thank you, Chairman.

The Ukraine is speaking in support of the proposal made by the Secretary‑General to retain the contributory unit at the level of 318,000 Swiss Francs.

In our opinion, this is a reasonable level for a stable financial plan.

Ukraine will keep to its previous level of contributory units.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

I would also like to thank Saudi Arabia for their proposal on the increase of the contributory unit.

I apologize for overlooking that.

So I do believe we have consensus.

I see Nigeria asking for the floor and then I'll try and close this discussion.

>> Representative From Nigeria:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

We want to congratulate the Secretary‑General for this great initiative of fixing the level of contributory unit at 318,000 Swiss Francs.

As for the administration of Nigeria, we had earlier responded to the Secretary‑General's letter to the various administrations with respect to this particular matter, and we had informed the Secretary‑General that the administration of Nigeria will maintain its contributory unit at the present level of our contribution.

And this particular fixing of the contributory unit to us, we feel, is going to go a long way in ensuring that this Plenipotentiary Conference end up with a financial plan that will move this great Union forward.

Once more, I thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Very well, thank you, Nigeria.

I believe that the Russian Federation still has difficulties with listening to the Russian channel so I'd like to ask the technicians if they can do something about the Russian channel.

We have this request for resolution to this problem.

I don't know if we can find out what the problem is exactly, what the source is and then resolve this Russian channel problem.

We do present our apologies to you, Russian Federation, for the inconvenience.

And I do hope that the technical side of this is going to be able to be worked out as soon as possible.

Thank you very much.

As I said, I believe we have consensus with regard to our 318,000 Swiss Francs level and I'm going to close my speakers list.

I have Uganda and after that, I will close this discussion.

We'll have the 318,000 level set and discuss the other issues in com 6.

Uganda you have the floor.

>> Representative From Uganda:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

As we stated during the Heads of Delegation meeting yesterday, Uganda supports the proposal of the ‑‑ Uganda supports the proposal of the Secretary‑General to set the level of the contributory unit at 318 Swiss Francs.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Uganda.

Everyone who has taken the floor this morning has contribute to our consensus with regard to the value of the contributory unit and this is going to assist us in beginning consultations with countries as to how their administrations see the contributory levels going and I think we can say that now the level of the contributory unit is adopted at 318,000 Swiss Francs.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Once again, thank you all for contributing to the consensus in the room.

And providing this strong support enabling us to move forward.

As the Secretary‑General said, we will then be able to have a well developed and well implemented financial plan.

So once again our sincerest thanks.

Moving on to agenda item 3 of this agenda, again, this is a very important item we have to look at at this point in time.

It deals with the number of seats of the Member States of Council, and the allocation of the number of seats to Member States.

This is an issue that has been raised a number of times, and I think it will be explained to us by Mr. Jha, the Chairman of the Council.

That's in document PP‑10/40.

10/40 and I think that the Delegation of India will take the floor so that Mr. Jha will be able to give us an introduction to the document and provide us with information I think very quickly.

Letting us know where we're at on this issue.

And providing us with all new information.

India?

>> Representative From India:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished citizens, ladies and gentlemen, good morning to all of you.

It is my pleasure to introduce document number PP40, the final report on the number of Member States of the Council.

This report outlines the work done in Resolution No. 134 and the conclusions reached on this matter by the Council.

I remind you that 134 to increase the number of Member States at PP‑10 based on the provisions number 50 and 50‑A of Convention.

Provision 50A of the Convention states the total number of Member State of the Council shall not exceed 25% of the total number of Member States of the ITU.

On this basis, as the total number of ITU Member States was currently 191 in 2006, Resolution 134 concluded that it will be result in 47 Member States but the Council in 2010 that is an increase of one additional new seat.

Resolution 134 also instructed the Council to review the criteria and develop a mechanism in time for the next Plenipotentiary Conference by which the allocation of seats is determined among the regions duly defined and review provision number 207 of general rules.

Council was further asked to submit a report on this matter containing recommendations to PP10 including possible amendments to the basic instruments and any financial implications.

The Secretary‑General was instructed to keep the members informed on any changes in the number of Member States of the Union and to provide support and resources for the work of the Council on this matter.

Council discussed Resolution 134 at its 2008 session, and adopted the report at its 2010 session.

Document PP40 is structured as follows.

The introduction reminds of the work done to date, in particular, the discussion during the Council 08.

It deals with the methodology proposed to determine the number of Member States.

To finalize this methodology it is recommended the Plenipotentiary Conference adopt the draft Resolutions which will find in the annex and amendment 207.

It recommends the 47 seats of the Council be allocated to region A on the basis of the methodology described in Part A.

Part C refers to the financial implications.

I would like to draw your attention to the methodology as proposed in part E and to the allocations of the 47 seats of the Council in part B.

As regards the methodology, it's recommended the allocation of the seats of Council Member States to each region should be determined with the applications of the figure.

It is determined by the total member of states of the Council to each of the 5 administrative regions which together accounts for the Union's entire member seats namely region A America, region B, western Europe, region C, eastern Europe, region D, and region E.

This would result in the figure representing the number of seats administrative region to be determined.

As you can see in part B of this report the application of the calculations proposed for the allocation of 47 seats of the Council results in the allocation of the 47 seats to the region E.

The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider this and to decide upon the recommendations proposed.

When considering this report, Sir, which was adopted in April, the Plenipotentiary Conference should take into consideration the percent increase of the total number of Member States of the Union with the admission of Timor‑Leste in 2010.

This would lead to the increase of Member States of the Council with applications of the provisions of 50A of the Convention as 25% of 192 results in 48.

If the Plenipotentiary Conference decides the total number of Member States of the Council is increased to 48 there will therefore be a need to allocate this additional seat to one of the five administrative regions.

With the application of the methodology proposed in the document 40, these 48 seats should be allocated to region E.

I draw your attention to the document 62 from Indonesia which makes the proposal along the lines of putting it in force at this Plenipotentiary Conference and document number 79 from the Russian Federation which supports the proposal that the two additional seats on the Council be allocated to region E and region A for the elections to be held during PP10.

Asia common proposal ECB12‑54 also supports both methodologies and the proposal of 48 seats to region A.

If however the Plenipotentiary Conference should decide there is no need to change the number of Council Member States and 1047, the 47 seats should still be allocated to region A since the admission of Timor‑Leste at 192 ‑‑ the Council composed of 47 members.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes representation.

I urge the Plenipotentiary Conference to accept the document and the recommendations proposed.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Chairman of the Council, Mr. Jha.

For your very clear explanation.

I think you have provided us an overview of the different work that's been carried out over the last four years.

Coming from the Argentine proposal with regard to the methodology.

There's a study that's been very well prepared.

These four years of work of study have enabled us to draw this methodology as described by Mr. Jha in order to be able to allocate the 47th seat to region A.

Now, before I give the floor to the Philippines, I'm going to do that in a moment, as Mr. Jha highlighted, as you well know, we have the honor of having Timor‑Leste having joined the international telecommunications Union.

They're already a member of the Union, which brings us to 192 Member States.

Which means that with the application of this methodology which has been described by Mr. Jha, we would then come to 48 seats on Council and there is a proposal therefore to allocate that seat in region E.

And this would come from the application of the methodology that is proposed to us.

Before I submit this for your consideration, we had an Inter‑American proposal which was IAP36/1, from CITEL where indeed they wish to strengthen or support what has been said by the Claire of the Council with regard to having the 47th seat going to region A.

We also have a contribution that is an Asian common proposal that's ACP/12/54.

In that document, they apply the methodology, and they propose the 48th seat going to region E.

We also have the Indonesian proposal, which would also give the 48th seat to region E.

There's a Russian Federation proposal under 2, 3, and 4.

They're very interesting proposals which are going to be looked at very carefully, suggest how we can apply and deal with the balance that needs to be found.

If I recall correctly, that's 79/4, where there's support for the methodology that has been suggested by the Council.

We further have a proposal from the Arab states, three Arab states, I believe.

In order to increase the maximum percentage of the number of Council members from 25% of the total number of members to 28%.

That's a very interesting proposal.

Along side with the Argentine proposal it is one that needs to be looked at very closely in order to determine what percentage we're going to apply.

So we have this proposal with regard to the methodology that has been approved and looked at over the last four years by the Council since the last Plenipot.

Which provides us with the 47th seat that if you all agree would be then allocated to region A.

Given the increase of the number of Member States with Timor‑Leste joining the Union going to 192, the 48th seat would be given to region E.

I think that we can begin with looking at the Arab state proposals and the Russian Federation.

There's some creative suggestions, novel suggestions here.

And this should give rise to an interesting discussion.

I have three requests for the floor.

Philippines, Russian Federation, and Argentina.

I'm going to begin with the Philippines.

>> Representative From Philippines:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, we thank Mr. Jha for his very clear and succinct presentation of his report on the number of seats in Council.

And we also join the rest of the Union in congratulating Timor‑Leste for joining its ranks.

Mr. Chairman, we support the Argentinian proposal for a formula for determining the number of seats in Council for each region.

And we also support the various proposals to add a 47th seat of Council to the ‑‑ to region A, as well as a 48th seat to region E.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Philippines.

Russian Federation, please.

>> Representative From Russian Federation:  Thank you very much.

We would like to congratulate Mr. Jha on what was an excellent report.

He's done a considerable amount of work, and we'd like to congratulate him and also Timor‑Leste on its joining this organization.

We now have the possibility of having a 48th seat.

We support that figure.

I simply wanted to take the opportunity to say that unfortunately, not in only in this document but also in other places, a mistake with respect to region C.

It's not entitled properly.

Could you please check this and make sure that region is correctly described and referred to in all ITU documents.

Thank you, Sir.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Russian Federation.

You are absolutely correct, and I do apologize for that.

I do apologize, and thank you very much for the clarification.

Argentina, please.

>> Representative From Argentina:  Thank you very much, Chairman.

Since this is my first contribution, the Argentinian Delegation would like to take this opportunity to thank you as your appointment as President of this conference.

I'd also like to congratulate the Mexican authorities for planning the Plenipotentiary Conference so well, for welcoming us so warmly and we would also like to congratulate the ITU Secretariat.

Thank you to the Chairman of the Council for a submission of a very clear report and my congratulations to Timor‑Leste on having become a fully fledged member of the ITU family.

I'm taking this opportunity Sir to speak briefly on behalf of the Member States of CITEL.

As such and in accordance with our contribution, we should like to support the request that the additional seats on Council be allocated, bearing in mind that the original proposal from Argentina at the outset, and then from CITEL as a whole was to establish a mechanism for allocation on the basis of clear criteria, equitable criteria and transparent criteria.

Those themselves would be based on a fundamental principle, that being the principle of equality between states, and it would also be based on explicit mathematical form la which would guarantee everything was done objectively.

We therefore support the draft Resolution which is contained in the report which has just been submitted to us by Mr. Jha.

The rest of the proposals with which have been submitted to us in accordance with what you have just proposed can be stated we believe further down the line.

That is it for the time being, Sir.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Argentina.

We have 4 participants wishing to speak apparently.

I'd like to move us forward and try and deal with matters as quickly as possible.

This is an issue which has been discussed for four years now.

The methodology has been revised very thoroughly by Council in followup to Resolution 134, so I would hope and I think that we'll be able to conclude this discussion pretty quickly.

I have the Maldives, Pakistan, Indonesia and Mexico at the moment in that order.

All four are requesting the floor.

I'd like to go through the list of speakers as with ‑‑ close the list of speakers as quickly as possible.

If anyone wishes to speak.

Trinidad and Tobago and thank you.

Syrian Arab Republic, thank you.

Maldives appear to have moved.

We'll put them back in the correct place.

I'd like to close the list of speakers so anybody else at the moment?

Pakistan, Indonesia, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Syrian Arab Republic, Bangladesh, Russian Federation, Maldives, Ghana, United States of America.

Maldives had actually requested the floor a little earlier.

I also now have Lebanon.

I am now closing the list of speakers so that the discussion does not go on too long.

I'd be very grateful if you see that somebody has already made the point you wanted to make, please withdraw your request to speak, if you can, so that we can make headway much more quickly.

All these issues have a direct impact on the elections and are important, but we do need to move on, so I'm going to close the list of speakers with the countries I have just read out.

Could I ask the technicians to start with the Maldives who were originally the first Delegation on the list.

Thank you. 

>> F. Borjón: The speaker does not have a microphone and is therefore inaudible.

Maldives, please.

>> Representative From Maldives:  Mr. President, there is a mistake.

It's Lebanon, not Maldives.

Co‑could you please correct? 

>> F. Borjón: Then it's Lebanon that requested the floor.

Lebanon, please.

Lebanon, if the technicians can hear me, can they please give the floor to the Lebanese Delegation.

Thank you.

Lebanon, are you in Maldives' seat?

Or what exactly is happening here?

You have the floor.

Who is it who's requested the floor?

Could you please tell me which Delegation you represent?

Lebanon, Lebanon, go ahead, please.

>> Representative From Lebanon:  Thank you, Sir.

On behalf of several Arab states, Sir, I have the honor of proposal to you our contribution in document 16, it's proposal 30 from the Arab states, concerning the increase in the number of seats in the five regions of the International Telecommunication Union.

I'm talking about seats on Council obviously.

I will give you the reasons before I go into the figures for each region.

The reasons for our proposal are as follows:

During the last Council, at least 33 perhaps up to 36 member seats were involved in the Council session.

Given the extraordinary importance of the documents dealt with at that Council and the contributions made, and given that the fact that the Council sits between two Plenipotentiaries, given also the very rapid development of technology, we are making the following proposal, with the following increases in seats for the individual regions:

Africa, 2.

Asia, 2.

Americas, 2.

Western Europe, 1.

Eastern Europe, 1.

We believe, Sir, that by increasing to 28% instead of 25%, we are being extremely fair and we think this will provide the possibility especially to developing countries of very closely following the activities of the ITU Council.

Thank you, Sir. 

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Lebanon.

I would suggest in order to move this discussion we try to tackle the issues by part.

Firstly I'd like to submit for your consideration.

And for those who have requested the floor I make this point so that we can be briefer.

That we first of all take these which has been studied over the last four years.

That is the one that was submitted to us a few moments ago I'm referring to the approval of the methodology proposed by the Argentinean delegation.

That would be 47th seat to Region A.

If we have consensus on that, I think we can move on to the discussion of the allocation of the 48th seat.

The 47th seat ‑‑ 48th seat, I apologize, coming as a result of the ascension of Timore‑Leste, suggested that the 48th seat go to Region E.

If we can agree on that then we can go quickly to the innovative and still open proposals being submitted by the three Arab countries and the Russian Federation.

With your agreement then that is my proposal that we start the discussion and I make this point for the benefit of everyone on the speaker list so that you can proceed in accordance with it and perhaps move more quickly.

We'll look first at the 47th seat and this on the basis of the application of resolution 134 and the outcome of the Council will approve the methodology which was outlined to which Mr. Jha introduced to us then we will, if we have agreement allocate the 47th seat Region A.

For the moment that is the proposal I wish you to respond on, Pakistan, please.

>> Representative From Pakistan:  Thank you, we'd like to support increase Council seats to be 48 and as proposed by Philippines and increase it should be allocated Region E.

On the same criteria as set forth in the consulate please.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Pakistan, Indonesia, please.

I'm sorry, Indonesia, I think?

>> Representative From Indonesia.

Thank you very much for giving me the floor, Mr. Chairman, good morning, everyone.

Since this is the first time for Indonesia to take the floor I'd let you and your Vice‑Chairman elected Chairman and Vice‑Chairman of the working groups.

We'd also especially congratulate the Timore‑Leste as new member of the ITU.

Mr. Chairman, I'll be brief.

Mr. Chairman, during the previous PP06, the first member of Region E that supported the proposal of Argentina for Region E for ‑‑ Region A, I'm sorry.

On the instruction of PP06 Council has come out with an equation which is presented in document C0839.

C107 and document 14 to this Plenipotentiary Conference.

Mr. Chairman, the equation having 192 members with Timore‑Leste as new member, Indonesia proposes that the 47th and the 48th seat of the Council will be allocated to Region A and Region E respectively.

Regarding the 48th seat, our position is in line with proposal of APT in document 12, item 1, proposal ACP 1254.

The second part of the document 62, Mr. Chairman, titled number of council seats, would be provided for details on the Indonesian proposal.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

I repeat that we are discussing the first issue at the moments which is the allocation of the 47th seat.

Could we please sort that one out first, we're due for a coffee break in about 18 minutes.

So can we get agreement on the allocation of the 47th seat first we've been discussing this for the past four years I'd like to conclude on that one then move on to the next point.

I'm closing the list of speakers now.

Trinidad and Tobago, Bangladesh, Russian Federation, Ghana, United States of America, Saudi Arabia I believe Lebanon asked for the floor.

We've had Lebanon so that should be it.

And we're on the issue of the allocation of the 47th seat.

Bangladesh, Russian Federation, United States, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria, Trinidad and Tobago, the list is now closed.

I repeat, again, the allocation of the 47th seat at the moment, we will carry on with the other issues a little later.

Please concentrate on the 47th seat, question, I want to get consensus on this.

Bangladesh, thank you.

>> Representative From Bangladesh.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Good morning, we'd like to thank the distinguished Mr. Jha for his very concise presentation.

This delegation also support the proposal to offer the 47th seat on the Council to the Region A.

Besides that, the Bangladesh delegation would like to support the APT proposal on the methodology to be applied as also outlined in the proposal from Indonesia.

Accordingly we'll support adding a 48th seat for the Region E in the Council.

We welcome inclusion of Timore‑Leste in the organization should justify the increase of the number of seats in the Council on the basis of methodology proposed.

As the diverse region, Region E would definitely be in a position to contribute to the work of the council with added strength.

We are open to looking at other proposals on the table to each consensus on the matter.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Bangladesh.

Now unless anyone objects I'd like to submit to the plenary that we approve the allocation of the 47th seat in accordance with the methodology which was raised in council and reviewed and revised in session for the allocation of the 47th seat.

This is the issue, I'm now submitting for your approval.

If anybody has an objection on this issue, please could you indicate that you do have an objection now.

I see the Russian Federation.

Do you have an objection?

>> Representative From Russia: 

Thank you very much, Chairman.

We would simply like to draw your attention to the proposals contained in our submission.

The heart of our proposal to ensure that the seat that remains to be described as additional seats.

We fully support that one of the additional seats be allocated to Region A and the second to Region E on the basis of the existing methodology.

But in the future if there is any conflict we would suggest that we update and modernize our methodology a little bit so that it would give the opportunity toe allocate the seats in a just and fair way for this conference we fully support that one seat which we describe as additional be allocated to Region A.

And the second to Region E on the basis of the existing methodology.

Why 48 seats, because we're acting in accordance with the relevant provisions of the constitution.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Russian Federation.

That current methodology as I understand it is one with respect to which you've made a proposal that modernize.

That's very helpful.

I wonder whether this could be taken and looked at in committee five would you agree to that, your proposal could be thoroughly examined in detail in committee 5.

You appear to agree to that, thank you very much.

In that case the subject matter of document 79 and proposals one to four therein will be considered in due time in committee 5.

Thank you very much.

United States of America, please.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

We would first wish to join with Argentina as it is an inter‑American proposal we of course would support that and we wish to indicate our support.

Secondly, Mr. Chairman, we wish to express our appreciation to Mr. Jha for his work on this issue, we think the Council has developed an excellent methodology and we would there for also support your proposal that we would come to consensus now on the 47th seat and that would appropriately to go Region A.

Secondly, Mr. Chair we believe on the basis that have methodology developed by Council that it is now also appropriate for the 48th seat to go to Region E.

And we would wish in that context to congratulate our colleagues from Timore‑Leste in joining the International Telecommunication Union.

Lastly, all the issues that pertain to allocation of seats, percent of allocation from the whole of the membership and other issues which we find very interesting we believe that these issues are most appropriately deferred to consideration by Council and by a subsequent Plenipotentiary.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, United States.

It appears then that we do have a consensus that the 47th seat will be allocated to Region A in accordance with the appropriate methodology.

It seems then as I say that we have consensus, thank you very much.

Saudi Arabia, please.

>> Representative From Saudi Arabia:  Thank you, Sir.

First of all, we should like to thank Mr. Jha for what was an excellent presentation of the report on this subject.

The delegation of Saudi Arabia supports the methodology proposed for the allocation of member seats on Member State seats on council.

We there for believe that the 47th seat should be given to Region A in accordance with the methodology.

Now that we have a new Member State, Timor‑Leste the 48th state should be allocated to Region E also in accordance with the methodology, thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Saudi Arabia.

Thank you for those comments.

Lebanon has already spoken, I believe.

And therefore, I would like to ask you to be extremely brief, we are dealing with 47th and 48th seats and methodology proposed and adopted at Council.

Lebanon, could you be brief, please?

>> Representative From Lebanon:  Thank you, I would like to thank the distinguished delegate of the Russian Federation for indicating that the methodology that we follow for the allocation of seats on council should be updated.

We are grateful that there is an additional seat for the Asia and Australasia region.

We take in to account the population, Asia accounts for about half the world's population if not more so.

That is why we have suggested to be fair among all the regions what we suggested for all five regions within the ITU.

We would be very happy for committee 5, as I believe you suggested to begin to look early on in its work preferably at the methodology to be proposed and adopted for this purpose in the future taking in to account what I suggested to you just now, the population of regions and indeed the development of new technology, plus incidentally the number of observers that we see attending council meetings over the last four years or so, every year we have somewhere between 33 and 36 observers, as I've understood it from a project pointed of view, the finance working group of Council is proposing something which does not necessarily have an impact on the budget.

So I would be very grateful if before any decision is taken you could ask committee 5 to thoroughly look at the overall and modernization on the number of seats on Council, thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Lebanon.

Yes, you quite rightly say this is going to be important for the future.

With the issue of population growth you quite rightly highlighted that I ‑‑ therefore, this issue will be very well dealt with in committee 5.

That is then what will be done.

With that I think we can close this issue, thank you very much for your participation in the discussion.

We have now dealt with the 47th seat, the 48th seat and the issue of the discussion of the proposals.

I think we have the Syrian Republic on the list.

Syria, please.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you very much, Sir.

I shall be very brief.

As I said before, I think we support the consensus which we have reached here.

That we increase the number allocated to Region A and give an additional seat also to Region E.

As far as the other proposal which has been made is concerned it came I think from the Russian Federation, and also from some Arab countries, I would be grateful if you could bear something in mind.

The number of Arab countries submitting that proposal is four, not three.

There are also other Arab countries who have requested to cosponsor the proposal, and that is why we urge committee 5 to study the question.

And in so doing, to take in to account the increase in the number of seats on Council in the broadest sense, in accordance with what the United States suggested this should be dealt with in Council and I believe also at the next Plenipotentiary.

We hope that the next Plenipotentiary will take in to account the substance and spirit of the proposal introduced by the delegate of Lebanon in some detail already.

This is a question that will have to remain open, thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Syria.

And thank you, all of you for your active participation in the discussion.

I believe we have consensus that we can approve the methodology proposed by Council.

We have a consensus on the allocation of the 47th seat to Region A.

And on the allocation of the 48th seat to Region E, with the ascension of Timore‑Leste.

We noted the documents and proposal by Russian Federation by four Arab states that Syria pointed out and details much those proposals will be dealt with in committee 5.

So, I formally submit to you the approval of the methodology selected by Council.

No objection?

So approved, thank you.

I now submit to the meeting the addition of 47th seat which will go to Region A.

No objection?

So decided, thank you.

Lastly, the 48th seat will be allocated to Region E.

No objection?

Thank you, so decided.

With that, the other documents as we have agreed will be dealt with in detail by committee 5.

Thank you very much.

And I think we now are in the happy position of being able to take a brief coffee break.

The Secretariat would like the floor, you have it.

>> D. Bogdan: Thank you very much, just two brief announcements.

Delegations should note that they are not authorized to distribute documentation in the room.

If you have a document please see our official documents control.

This morning's coffee break is kindly offered by the delegation of Italy.

And I believe there are hostesses at the doors to escort you to the coffee break.

I believe we will resume in 15 minutes.

Thank you.

>> Ladies and gentlemen, please be seated.

Please be seated.

>> F. Borjón: Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you had time for coffee and a little bit of a rest after a very intensive first half of the session.

I think it was extremely productive.

I'd like to thank all of you, congratulate you on what we've achieved and thank Italy for having supplied the coffee this morning.

I didn't actually have time to finish mine so I've got it up here and I'll try and avoid pouring it over my personal computer.

Now I'd like to start by resuming with Policy Statements.

As we said earlier, we have set down some rules which fortunately have been very well observed by most of you especially when it comes to speaking time.

As you know, but I will remind you, you have 5 minutes maximum to make your points.

Delegates used their time very well yesterday.

And were able to convey their ideas in their Policy Statements very well.

If we could follow that excellent example today, that would be very helpful.

Could you please, therefore, focus on the guidance that you could give to plenary, to the Committees and to the Working Groups in their work and be as concise as you possibly can.

That way, your contributions will have the greatest possible usefulness and impact for the Union.

I'll run quickly through the list of speakers who are going to speak now at this stage.

They are Malaysia, Tunisia, Thailand, Kenya, Algeria, South Africa, Mali, Guinea, China, Italy, Cyprus, Singapore, Czech Republic, France, and Azerbaijan.

So if you agree we'll start on that list of speakers for Policy Statements and the first speaker is Malaysia.

Malaysia, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Malaysia, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary‑General, Excellencies ladies and gentlemen.

On behalf of the Malaysian Delegation I thank you for the opportunity to address this distinguished audience at the 18th Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU.

I also express Malaysia's appreciation to the Government and people of Mexico and the State of Jalisco for the hospitality and excellent arrangements accorded to all delegates since our arrival.

Further, I congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on being elected to this position.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the Constitution of the Union is an instrument which gives the ITU its varied and distinctive powers and functions.

It is the cornerstone of everything that we do as a Union, which directly affects our respective actions as sovereign nations in the development of telecommunications and ICT.

Telecommunications and ICT have made such rapid advancements in recent years that while Governments promote the latest technology and innovation to transform the lives of its citizens, we also have to ensure that the very fabric of society is protected from threats brought by its misuse and abuse.

At a time when the Internet is no longer a mere tool to gather knowledge and communicate but it is now shaping public opinion and gaining influential ground to the extent that our cultures, values and traditions are being eroded.

We must look back to our Constitution to see if it provides the means for us to take collective measures to counter this.

Mr. Chairman, article 1, subsection 1F of the Constitution of ITU states that one of the Union's purposes is to harmonize the actions of Member States and promote fruitful and constructive cooperation, and partnership between Member States and Sector Members in the attainment of those ends.

We must act swiftly to preserve the commonality of cultures among us, and protect society from threats brought by the abuse of technology and innovation.

We must revisit our role.

Today it is not enough for us to be the ITU and address infrastructure development, universal access, resource management, standards, and the developments of ICT alone.

We must also consider the goodness of society.

We need not be a regulator in the extreme sense, but concern for mankind must always be there, particularly so because it is the ITU which promotes the use and adoption of technology, ICT, and the Internet.

Let us consider the ITU's role in the matter of online fraud, child pornography, and to the exploitation of women and children.

These are but only three cyberthreats.

There are more and these are issues with whether we like it or not that will bring adversity.

I dare say that almost everyone here today has a child.

As parents, we know what the implications of these threats are on our children all over the world.

As the ITU we must harness ICT, the Internet and other tools of civilization to save guard the well being of our children and the future generation.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, Malaysia believes that Guadalajara Plenipotentiary Conference will be one of the most challenging in the history of the Union.

We need to deliberate how to manage the wave of social issues arising from new media.

As we speak, the challenges of social networking applications are setting new boundaries for the rights of an individual and the need for privacy laws.

It is time for the ITU to be the catalyst to harness measures and reasonably curb the misuse and abuse of the Internet against any aggrieved party.

Sovereign nations and Governments should may no apologies for doing this nor should we apologize for taking steps to preserve our culture, values and traditions.

Malaysia's expectation of this conference is very high.

When conference ends we're hopeful that the outcome will facilitate the University none in helping members manage both the positive and negative sides of the Internet.

We applaud the ITU for its commendable and significant work done in enhancing cybersecurity.

In particular to protect children online and we look forward to working with all members to strengthen this type of work.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, this is a year to select our leaders.

Leaders that will be able to deal with the complex issues some of which have been mentioned, tackle them head‑on, recommend bold approaches and catalyze the membership towards action.

We hope that our incoming leaders will perceive these issues and do the utmost to take on this additional work about to be placed on the ITU's shoulders.

Finally we take this opportunity to thank you the ITU, the Secretary‑General and his team for the honor of our Prime Minister being made one of the laureates for the year's world telecommunication and Information Society day awards.

Malaysia is very humbled by this gesture and we thank you for acknowledging our Prime Minister for his contributions to the development of the ICT.

In conclusion, on behalf of my country, I reiterate Malaysia's unwavering support and cooperation towards the ITU and the goals of the Guadalajara Plenipotentiary Conference.

We are confident that at the end, the constructive deliberations of this conference will result in the best possible plan to chart the way ahead for the ICT sector globally.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Malaysia.

The next speaker is Tunisia.

Tunisia, please.

>> Representative From Tunisia:  Thank you very much, Sir.

Mr. President, Secretary‑General of the ITU, Your Excellencies, leaders and gentlemen.

I would first of all like to express our very best wishes to this plenary meeting and express to the Mexican people our gratitude for the excellent organization of this conference in this wonderful city of Guadalajara.

I'm very happy, Sir, to be able to address to you my congratulations on your election as President of the conference and I should also like to congratulate the Vice Presidents, the Chairman of the Committees, and the Deputies for their elections.

I would like to wish all of you the greatest level of success possible.

A feature of this conference is the fact that it is being held 5 years after the holding of the second stage of the World Summit on the Information Society, WSIS, which was hosted by Tunisia, and five years before the date comes due for the international community to recommend to implement the recommendations of the Summit and to achieve the U.N.'s Millennium Development Goals.

This is also the year when the United Nations has decided to support the initiative taken by the Tunisian President to have an international year for youth.

Ladies and gentlemen, we all know that the development of Information and Communication Technologies is essential if we are to expand opportunities for our people and to help our countries achieve sustainable development and in the process, reduce the digital divide.

It's also the only way in which we can benefit from the enormous change so quickly being offered to us by the development of these technologies.

We face challenges, but we also have excellent opportunities to fight unemployment, to achieve economic prosperity for our peoples and to enforce the whole of ‑‑ involve the whole of our communities in the development of knowledge and learning.

We have to concentrate on development science and technology in such a way as to take into account most recent innovations, and in order to bring onstream the newest possible applications through increasing knowledge of technology and through promoting research.

In doing all this, we must bear in mind the fact that our National situation has to be taken into account.

That goes for study, research, development and the application of technologies when developed.

Technology has to be brought into all aspects of life, and we have to create an atmosphere which is conducive to their further development.

Only in this way can we keep up with technological developments, economic change, and ensure that digital skills and knowledge spread in our countries for the benefit of our people.

I would also like to emphasize the importance of the role of the ITU in all this, because it is the ITU that lays the foundations for cooperation in the development of ICTs and for the exchange of knowledge and experience.

We are only too aware of the importance of the development and the promotion of ICTs, and under the guidance of President  Ben Ali, we have embarked on a plan for ICT and the integration of ICTs in our country.

This we hope will encourage the spirit of initiative and build confidence and trust among all the parties involved.

This we believe will help us to make progress in ensuring that communication and access to it is a right for all our peoples and a right which our people can enjoy fully.

That way, we can use our people's capacity and ability to the utmost for the benefit of our country.

This is a point we have made in many indeed most of the regional and international meetings in which we have participated.

We believe international cooperation is a sine qua non in helping us achieve this and it's a cornerstone of our policy.

To this end we have together with ITU and within the U.N. set up a partnership with them and with several other regional and international organizations.

That Interalia has developed an annual Forum called ICT for all.

There we have development experience and the further development of technology for the purposes of economic development.

We'd be happy to invite any of you who would be interested to attend the next one.

It's being held in the first two weeks of November.

That will be the 5th such Forum and it will be carrying out an in‑depth study of ICTs and how they can be used for the benefit of young people in particular.

We recognize the essential role of ITU in all this because it has contributed and continues to contribute.

Its officials have been closely involved with the Forum and it has helped us to organize several other fora and seminars including the session of WSIS to which I referred earlier.

We would be grateful if you could feel able to support Tunisia's candidacy for a seat on Council if we receive one, we will cooperate with all other members to promote the work of the Union for the benefit of all.

Thank you very much, and thank you for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Tunisia.

I would like to remind all of you that in order to use the time available to us as well as possible, we need to ensure that everybody has the opportunity to make their statement, and therefore, could I urge you all again to be as concise as possible.

Thank you very much.

Thailand is the next speaker.

Thai Delegation, please.

>> Representative From Thailand:  Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen. 

It is a great honour for me to address this eighteenth Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU on behalf of the Royal Thai Government.

I would like to, first of all, congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election to the Chair.

Under your capable chairmanship, I am confident that this Conference will proceed to a successful conclusion.

I also wish to convey my profound gratitude to the Government of Mexico for hosting this Conference and for the warm 

Thailand team is excited to be here to celebrate 200 years of independence of Mexico. 

As a long‑standing Member State 

Of the ITU for 127 years, Thailand has always attached great importance to our participation in the Plenipotentiary Conference. 

We are conscious that through the deliberations and decisions taken during the Conference, the future role of the ITU will be established and the foundation laid for the work of the Union for the next four years.

In recognition of ITU's pivotal role in bringing about global telecom and ICT development, Thailand pledges our full support for ITU activities in all the three sectors.

Our dedication to contribute to the fulfillment of the mandate of the Union are demonstrated by our involvement in several ITU initiatives and our cooperation in organizing important events such as ITU Telecom Asia 2008 and the Global Symposium for Regulators and Global Industry Leaders Forum 2008.

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to turn to another matter of great importance on the agenda of this conference.

The election of the ITU Council members. 

I wish to take this opportunity to gently remind you that Thailand is standing for re‑election to the Council.

We would like to reiterate our commitment to respond to the needs and aspirations of the entire Membership of the Union.

From our experience as a Council member during the last four years, we have learnt that the ITU is suffering from budgetary constraints that have been affecting the implementation of projects and programs within the mandate of the Union for quite some time.

In light of this awareness

Thailand envisions that if we are to improve the performance of the ITU in consistence with its core competencies, there is a need for us to treat a number of issues that impede a smooth functioning of the Union.

Some of the ongoing challenges include:

Revision of the Union's strategy plan, adequate financial and human resource allocation for ITU regional offices, resource optimization and coordination between the three sectors.

It is our view that these issues should be settled through agreement and consensus.

We are looking forward to taking part in the process of consensus building for the utmost benefits of our ITU members and hope that our fellow member administrations will support us in our bid for a seat on the Council. 

In closing, I wish all of you, distinguished delegates, the courage to assure that this Conference will achieve its goals and objectives.

I firmly believe that our deliberations over the next three weeks will result in 

Productive conclusion. 

Thank you very much for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Thailand, for being so specific, so clear, and so concise.

Could I ask the technicians, please, if they could increase the air conditioning a little bit.

It may be that I have overheated a little.

If the air conditioning cannot be increased I shall have to remove my jacket, I fear.

That will not indicate a lack of respect but an excess amount of heat.

The next speaker, I believe, is Algeria.

Algeria, please.

>> Representative From Algeria:  In the name of God the merciful, the all‑compassionate, thank you.

Mr. President, Secretary‑General, distinguished Ministers, Heads of Delegation, leaders and gentlemen.

On behalf of my Government, I should like to take this opportunity to convey my warmest thanks to the federal government of Mexico and to the Government of the states of Jalisco for their very warm welcome here in Guadalajara.

It is a beautiful city and I believe we've been provided with all the facilities we need for a successful conference.

Mr. President, I would like to congratulate you and also congratulate the other officers of the conference on their election and I'd like to wish you full success in the running of the conference.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are halfway through the period for implementation of the decisions of the last WSIS session and towards the achievement of the U.N. Millennium Development Goals so it's important that we assess what we've achieved so as to understand what still have to do in order to achieve the goals that remain to us.

What has been done since the Tunis Summit has been applied by our Heads of State and Government, of course, but I don't think we can deny that we still have a lot to do.

The digital divide still exists, and in some cases, I'm afraid it's actually grown especially between developing and developed nations.

That's particularly true when it comes to infrastructure, highspeed Internet connectivity and technological applications.

We welcome the establishment of the broadband Committee so as to try and deal with this problem.

It is co‑chaired by his Excellency Mr. Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of Rwanda and the honorary President of the group.

In Algeria, we have seen the need to develop broadband connectivity and we have drawn up a National digital strategy.

This is based on the principle of developing our basic installation so as to move more quickly to the development of a knowledge based economy and of the Information Society.

We have, as I say, a National strategy which implements a program of access to the broadband Internet which we hope will come to fruition in 2014, and cover 6 million families.

That will mean we have access for approximately 70% of our population.

Now, the digital divide even with these efforts cannot be breached if developing countries are not given priority when it comes to technological development and the development of information services and connectivity on the one hand and certainly not unless solidarity be between the wealthier and poor nations does not become a reality.

You will know of course that we also have to cope with the devastating effect of natural disasters brought about by climate change, et cetera, and these are exacerbated because we do not have the technological level necessary to deal with them.

We need support this respect from the rest of the world.

An initiative as we know has been launched to coordinate regional efforts in order to help us cope with such disasters and such phenomena that is welcome particularly since it will involve the use of satellite technology.

Algeria, South Africa, Nigeria and Kenya have signed, for example, an agreement for the setting up of a satellite network which will help us to make better use of our Natural Resources and our environment.

Furthermore, we have together tried to improve fiber optic connectivity which we hope will strengthen links between African countries.

This is a major infrastructure project which should help us to reduce the digital divide.

It will certainly encourage international cooperation, we hope strengthen international solidarity and make them a reality rather than just fine words.

I cannot but call your attention to another danger threatening the world, to wit, Cybercrime.

ICTs as we know are a good thing.

They can help us to increase prosperity for the world at large, but the abuse of such technology and the misuse of such technology for terrorist purposes and/or Cybercrime is a threat.

We cannot ignore it and international solidarity has to be increased in order to help us deal with it, and in the end, with luck, get rid of it.

That is why Algeria, together with support from other Arab states, has submitted a draft Resolution to this conference concerning precisely the threat stemming from the potential abuse of information and communication technology for criminal purposes.

I would ask you to offer your support to that draft Resolution.

Algeria supports the idea of organizing an international conference within the United Nations on the issue so as to discuss cybersecurity more widely.

Ladies and gentlemen, my country hopes for your support so that it can be reelected as an ICT Council member.

We shall continue to participate alongside others that will further strengthen this organization in what is a critical time for it and for all of us.

In conclusion, may I offer my warmest congratulations to Dr. Hamadoun Touré for all the efforts which we has been making in the cause of his first term of office.

I think they fully justify his re‑election and the re‑election of all other candidates who have put themselves forward.

I hope this Guadalajara conference will be successful thank you for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Algeria.

South Africa has the floor.

My apologies, South Africa has the floor.

>> Representative From South Africa:  Thank you, Chairperson, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

Thank you very much, Chairperson, for the opportunity to make this Policy Statement on behalf of the Government of South Africa and its people.

And congratulations on your ascendancy to the Chair.

I would like to join those who expressed their gratitude for the warm hospitality we've received in your great country, in the State of Jalisco and the beautiful city of Guadalajara.

Many of us who are first time visitors this city and speaking today after last night's experience can attest to its true splendor and hospitality.

I congratulate the organizers of last night's welcoming event which was indeed breathtakingly spectacular.

As we bask in the embers of your warmth and the temperate weather, let us not forget the tragedy of those who lost their families and loved ones in the tragic mudslides that took place in Oaxaca and elsewhere in the last week.

Condolences for this conference are in order for the Government of Mexico and its bereaved.

I join my African colleagues who expressed their sympathies to the Nigerians who lost their lives in the bombings which took place over the same period.

Chairperson, the International Telecommunications Union has done a lot of work over the past four years and has increased its visibility in our countries.

We have benefited tremendously from the work of the ITU in many areas.

For example, the ITU's work in ensuring that spectrum management is efficient and effective, the introduction of broadband services to rural communities and the adherence to the migration program from analog to digital broadcasting.

As part of our developmental program for the digitization of broadcasting infrastructure, South Africa was able to demonstrate its capabilities during the successful hosting of the FIFA 2010 world cup.

Chairperson, ICT innovations have done a lot to minimize the digital divide over the years but many challenges still remain.

For many, ICTs are viewed as a catalyst for long‑term economic growth.

This has been demonstrated by the success achieved in the rapid growth of mobile telecommunications.

The challenge is to emulate the success in the area of broadband connectivity.

Many countries in Africa are developing and I'm Mr. Me meaning ICT programs in key areas, particularly with respect to connectivity to schools and health institutions.

These developments have ensured that broadband connectivity becomes a key priority for Africa's development.

Although it is still relatively low compared to the rest of the world.

We have, however, seen many positive developments in recent years especially with the landing of a number of new undersea cables which have greatly boosted connectivity for the region.

To reap the benefits of this progress and tackle the challenge of broadband development throughout South Africa, I have initiated the development of a broadband policy which has been approved by my Government.

Chairperson, on interoperability, most developing countries continue to face the challenge of ensuring that the equipment that lands on their shores meets both conformity and interoperability requirements.

This is mostly because there is often no capacity to test equipment and provide the requisite assurance to consumers about the quality of products and services on offer.

Conformity is the first step towards increasing the probability of interface of interoperability.

This is why we hope that this conference will favorably consider our proposed Resolution on interoperability and conformance.

Finally, Chairperson, cyberthreats do not recognize borders or laws.

There is a need for Governments, business, and Civil Society to work together to protect and secure their National cyberspaces and critical infrastructure.

Governments throughout the world are not able to deal with emerging threats on their own.

What is key in tackling cybersecurity is creating a oneness for the end users with regards to vulnerabilities.

Africa is in the process of developing legislation which will be the first legislation of its kind in South Africa.

The process is expected to be completed in the first half of 2011.

Distinguished delegates, South Africa remains committed to the contributing to the work of the ITU through the Executive Council.

Once again we humbly seek your support for our candidature the ITU Council.

Chairperson, distinguished delegates, I wish to conclude by wishing you all the best during the deliberations and debates of the ITU PP 2010 conference.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, South Africa.

Mali has the floor.

I give you the floor, Mali.

>> Representative From Mali:  Thank you very much, President of the conference, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, Ministers, Secretary‑General of the ITU, distinguished delegates.

Directors of the Bureaus, and all present.

I have the honor and privilege of addressing this august assembly at the same time as I have the duty to transmit fraternal greetings to his Excellency Mr. Hamadoun Touré, the President of the Republic of Mali, the people of Mali and the Government to Mr. Felipe Calderón of Mexico, to the Government and the Mexican people.

The President of the Republic of Mali has asked me to address his sincere greetings to the people and Governments of all of the countries present here at the Plenipotentiary Conference 2010.

I would also like to address our warm congratulations to you, Sir, for your election to preside over this conference and we would like to assure you that you have our full support and the full availability of the Malian Delegation that I have the honor of greeting in contributing to the success of this conference.

May I also take this opportunity to congratulate Timor‑Leste for becoming a part of the ITU family, the 192nd Member State.

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, four years ago in Antalya, Turkey, the 17th Plenipotentiary ITU conference followed by the 5th world telecommunication development conference in Hyderabad, India, and the connect Africa Summit which was held in Kigali in October of 2007 has set the bases for the fundamental role for development of ICT infrastructure not only in Africa, but in order to enable us to achieve the MDGs.

All of these encounters have enabled us to strengthen the administration and management of the ITU, and ensure that the very basic role of ICTs enable us to create an Information Society on a human scale, one that is inclusive, one that gives a place to development along side with all the objectives we've set up in the Millennium Development Goals.

It is for this reason that Mali, my Government, has made it a priority to ensure that the potential of ICTs be used for developing countries, specifically LDCs, the program which has been set up in order to enable us to get out of our digital isolation has enabled us to increase service to ‑‑ access to telephony services and Internet in all rural areas and move into isolated areas with teledensity of 40%.

This has meant that we have had to open our sector to competition, to technical support and financial support from all of our partners and international organizations, and we would like to express our thanks for that at this tribune.

Today, each and every one of us is going to have to continue to work in order to enable us to attain the Millennium Development Goals.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, Mali is a co‑signatory of the common African proposals and we believe we have to take up the different can concerns that have been given voice.

In doing so, we're going to have to have prompt action turning into concrete action.

This means that the Kigali objectives are going to be met.

We have tried to work in order to attain the objectives we've set out for ourselves, providing access to infrastructure and capacity building.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, ITU over the up and coming days is going to renew its leadership team with the election of the Secretary‑General and the members of Council.

The Government of Mali once again would like to extend its compliments and its sincere thanks for all of the support and the respect that it has received from its brother countries during prior elections at the ITU.

And so I would like to reiterate once again our government's wish that we receive your support, and we receive the support for the re‑election of Mr. Hamadoun Touré as Secretary‑General of the ITU and of Mali as a member of the Council.

Our Government would invite you to share with us a lunch in order to express our thanks to you and to garner your support once again.

Ladies and gentlemen, Excellencies, in conclusion, I wish every success to the work of the PP‑10.

My many thanks.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Mali.

I now give the floor to Guinea.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Guinea:  Excellencies, Secretary‑General of the ITU, Ministers, Heads of Delegation, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to begin by transmitting to the Government and the people of Mexico the sincere thanks of the people of Guinea of its President, His Excellency for the warm welcome that has been accorded to us, to our whole Delegation since our arrival in your beautiful country.

While I extend these thanks to you for accepting to host this conference, our Delegation would like to congratulate you, Sir, for your election to preside over the works of this conference.

I would also like to express our congratulations to the Secretary‑General of the ITU, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, and all of the directors of the different ITU sectors for the preparation of this conference.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Plenipotentiary Conference 2010 is taking place just after the World Telecommunication Development Conference, that important meeting enabled us to adopt Resolutions which enable us to improve our infrastructure and the strategies of this organization in order to better take into consideration the ever‑changing Information Society.

Since our telecommunications sector has been free to competition we now have an open sector for telecommunications in basic services and value‑added services.

We have 5 private mobile telephony operators using 3,500 ‑‑ 350,000 subscribers for some 12 million inhabitants.

We have the telecommunications fund which was created in 2005 and which is now up and running.

This fund enables us to provide universal service and to strengthen our capacities.

Our Post in telecommunications has been strengthened at the same time and become more independent.

We have a framework, therefore, that is now provided for investment and for investors.

We have placed ICTs at the heart of our economic and social development.

It is the ambition of our Government to enable ICTs to be able to be accessed by every one of our citizens.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Antalya Plenipotentiary Conference in November of 2006 had already laid out general policies of the Union, adopted a financial plan and a strategic plan for four years.

Here we are today looking back over the last four years to see what has been done so that we may now decide what tasks we're going to set before it over the next period.

These tasks will have to be determined in order to enable us to continue to reduce the digital divide.

Our institution is going to have to be capable of influencing and guiding the use of ICTs in order to enable us to have an Information Society which is inclusive and effective.

This body which is ‑‑ this event which is being held only two months after the WTDC in Hyderabad is going to enable us all to benefit from dynamism, the synergies created within the Doha Plan and within the World Summit on the Information Society Declaration and plans to set our priorities, our strategies and our programs over the next four years.

Our countries, our developing countries, have the hope that these priorities, these strategies and programs will enable us to integrate into the information universe.

In order to do that, our concerns in our regional areas are going to have to concentrate on ICT infrastructure, on capacity building at a human level, in our countries, and it requires constant focus from all of the Member States at the ITU.

For Africa, this conference is going to have to enable us to change the image of the Continent to show that we have perspectives along the horizon, to show that we are going to be able to break the cycle of poverty which our populations suffer from.

And yet a great deal remains to be done over the next period we have before us and we're going to have to ensure that the very close ties which already exist between the WSIS Summit and the different plans and programs we have enable us to enrich ICTs and get support from every Member State for all of the African initiatives we were presented in Doha.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

China has the floor.

>> Representative From China:  Distinguished Mr. Chairman, dear guests, dear delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

I'm very pleased to attend the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

On behalf of the Chinese Delegation, may I express our sincere gratitude to the Government of Mexico and to ITU for the hospitality and considerate arrangements for the conference, and we wish the conference a complete success.

The fast growing ICT and ICT industry is the highlight of today's social and economic life.

The Chinese Government has given high priority to the ICT industry ever since its reform and opening up.

As a result, the ICT industry in China has developed in leaps and bounds and has become the fundamental and strategic industry of our National economy, playing an increasingly important role in economic growth, social progress and the improvement of people's daily life.

As the new round of technology and industry revolution is on the horizon, we shall speed up the development of our ICT industry and promote the process of building the Information Society.

First, we should build a new generation of network infrastructure.

We are going to accelerate development of 3G network and encourage the smooth upgrading of the existing networks.

The next generation of fiber optic broadband networks will be built and rural ICT infrastructure will be improved in the overall planning.

Internet of things will be developed to satisfy the particular needs of users and we expect to move forward with the convergence of our telecommunication network broadcasting and TV networks and computer networks.

We shall focus on the ICT innovation based on the market demands, we're going to set up an innovation system with business playing important role.

Combining efforts of industry, academia, research institution users and we're going to place more focus on R & D and industrialization and our key technologies such as next generation wireless broadband communication, next generation Internet and cloud computing.

Thirdly, we should promote ICT applications in social and economic life.

China has established policy of integrating ICT applications into the industrialization by which the ICT are leveraged to structure the traditional industry, incubate emerging ones and enable energy conservation and Environmental Protection.

Fourthly, we shall strengthen international exchanges and cooperation in the ICT field, reform and opening up has been fundamental state policy of China whereupon China in the principles of equality and mutual benefits stands ready to increase exchanges and cooperation with countries in the fields of ICT.

Mr. Chairman, delegates, we appreciate the significant role of ITU in promoting the global ICT growth and express to ITU to continue its efforts in strengthening the international cooperation, policy exchanges and information sharing as well as helping the development countries improve their information infrastructure.

The Chinese Government is willing to increase the exchanges and cooperation with the ITU and its Member States and as always, we are ready to support ITU in its efforts for the sustainable ICT development in the world.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is our common mission to speed up the ICT growth.

The ITU PP10 provides us a good opportunity for exchanges and cooperation among its members.

Let us take this opportunity and make our positive contributions to the building of an inclusive Information Society where the ICTs will bring benefits to all mankind.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, China.

I give the floor to Italy.

>> Representative From Italy:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Let me first in the name of our new he was named yesterday Minister of Economic development thank and congratulate the Mexican Government the State of Jalisco and the ITU Secretariat for hosting and organizing in such an excellent way our conference in Guadalajara.

I also congratulate you Mr. Chairman for your election.

Our recognition goes also to the team that led the Secretariat during the last mandate to the Secretary‑General, and to Valery Timofeev with the wishes to be able to continue to benefit from the highly appreciated skills in the future.

Finally, I join the other Delegations in welcoming Timor‑Leste as a new member of the organization.

Italy supports the ITU since its

Foundation and firmly believes in its mission devoted to bring the benefits of ICT to all and recognizes ITU's ability to play this important role in a changing environment of continuing innovation.

This ambitious purpose requires an effective coordination of shared objectives at international level, to develop strategies and integrated solutions, and win the challenges of media convergence and technological evolution.

We are all aware that the economic crisis requires a greater effort to avoid dispersion of resources and the ability to focus on some key issues that are deemed crucial to the future of ICT.

Amongst them national and international strategies to overcome the digital divide, to avoid exclusion, to ensure the deployment of faster, more powerful broadband and ultra‑broadband infrastructure.

Italy is engaged at public and private level to extend the new advanced technologies, with the Government promoting the construction of a public, open access, technology neutral, interoperable broadband communications network enabling telecom operators to provide broadband services on a transparent and non‑discriminatory basis.

Convergence is another key issue, as is the optimization of radiospectrum use, where Italy is gaining a valuable experience, given the complexity of the situation on the ground,  experience that we are ready to share with our partners within ITU and bilaterally in the formulation and implementation of national digitalization plans.

Standardization is area where 

Italy has been and is

Contributing to some of the best success‑stories of ITU.

Italy was very strongly in favor of the realization in ITU of a Data Base of Emergency Frequency, and we are ready to assist Member States in the formulation and management of national emergencies plan, thanks to the good performance of our National Civil Protection Services and Humanitarian Assistance.

Cyber security is another crucial issue.

The Secretary General of ITU has worked hard during this last four years, in a multi‑stakeholder approach, to promote a safe cyberspace.

Italian institutions and Companies have responded to his call for support, offering innovative and technologically advanced solutions.

The Government considers of critical importance the issue of security and calls for a shared approach in the definition and implementation of adequate strategies.

Italy strongly believes that the development of ICT needs to be human‑centered, allowing access to all in a free, user‑friendly, competitive and secure cyberspace, with specific attention to those who are disadvantaged and in need of protection.

We will keep it at the core of our action together with our partners of ITU and the Secretariat, investing human and financial resources in all the areas involved, promoting policies and the marketplace, investment and regulation, training and research in a shared effort, to make ICT freer, more robust, secure and accessible to all.

As regards the WSIS IGF process, Italy favors a fully representative approach to Internet governance, internationally inclusive and also ensuring that the countries facing challenges in terms of resources and language skills are enabled to take part; the global character of the Internet requires that all governments are in a position to fulfill the responsibility in relation to Internet governance and growth.

Our high‑profile commitment in ITU is in the numbers of our financial contribution, one of the highest, to its budget and in the preparation of the strategic and financial plans for the period 2012‑2015;  In the value of the Italian participation to the activities of the Union and new initiatives promoted by the Secretary‑General, through experts and companies that provide their know‑how in all the areas of competence of ITU.

Finally we strongly believe ICT is essential in enabling factor in

Improving  social and economic development and in making the people citizens of the world.

Italy is ready to serve the ITU and its mandate and is grateful for your support to its candidatures and the Council and its regulatory Board.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Now, we have very little time so the last speaker this morning will be Cyprus and Singapore, Czech Republic, and Azerbaijan.

Please take note that I will have to ask you to speak this afternoon.  

I'm afraid we do not have any further time so the last speaker this morning will be the delegation of Cyprus.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Cyprus:  On behalf of the

Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the Cyprus delegation, let me express our thanks and gratitude to the Government of Mexico for hosting this Plenipotentiary Conference and congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election.

The present global economic crisis renders imperative the need for the creation of a dynamic and competitive knowledge‑based economy. 

As the creation and maintenance of high paying jobs and collect growth in the faster exit from the crisis.

For constant future economic growth.

We believe that the cornerstone of our policy must be to ensure the uptake of ICT by businesses and households and promote the development of both public and private services.

We should also increase investment in human capital. This way, we shall increase productivity, establish an open and competitive digital economy and promote an inclusive society, thus boosting growth and jobs.

In our efforts, we must explore ways to seize the opportunities of cloud computing to provide productivity and efficiency gains as well as environmental gains especially for public bodies, small businesses and communities.

Mr. Chairman, Broadband accessibility should not be a privilege but a right to every citizen.

Concrete steps should be taken to overcome the digital divide by meeting the target of 100% coverage, taking into account the needs of the future for ultra high speed communications. At the same time, we must reduce the prices for Internet access to be affordable to everyone and create a secure flow of information and operation of networks because people will be reluctant to transact over the Internet if they are not confident that what they do is secure.

Furthermore, governments need to use ICT in their internal functioning to become more efficient and productive and also to provide services to the citizens and businesses.

To achieve a truly digital society, we must also promote digital literacy and skills as well as the benefits offered by ICT in daily and business activities.

In this effort, we need to make sure that nobody is left behind. Particular attention should be paid to the vulnerable groups of society, people with special skills, the elderly, the poor.

ICT can play a key role in achieving the global goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20% by 2020 compared to 1990 levels and to improving energy efficiency by 20%.

ICT offer potential for a structural shift to less resource‑intensive products and services, for energy savings in buildings and electricity networks, as well as for more efficient and less energy consuming intelligent transport systems.

These challenges are not ahead of us, they are with us and we need to face them urgently.

The ITU needs to maintain its leadership in promoting the information society of the 21st Century and bridging the digital divide.

It needs to lead the way in building a cyber‑society that people can trust.

Network and information security and data and privacy protection need to be addressed.

Mr. Chairman, The Republic of Cyprus could not remain inactive in this digital revolution.

We are currently updating our Digital Strategy to achieve the goals set out in the European digital agenda that was announced in May 2010.

Our vision is that Information and Communication Technologies become the catalyst to accelerate our economy and create high paying jobs and new creative opportunities.

We are developing specific action plans for the promotion and growth of Information Society in the whole of Cyprus, including also underserved regions in order to bridge the digital gap and pave the way for the successful introduction of new innovative services in the whole of Cyprus.

Moreover, during the years, we have managed to utilize successfully our strategic location for telecommunication purposes, since we are located at the crossroads of Europe, Asia and Africa.

We have developed an excellent satellite and submarine cable infrastructure, which is not only used to connect the Island with its neighboring countries and the rest of the world, but also to transfer traffic between continents.

To further enhance our position we are constantly trying to upgrade and develop this infrastructure, to ensure that coverage and quality are optimized.

A robust and reliable telecommunications framework is the key for the development of an international finance, trading and shipping centre.

In closing, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this Plenipotentiary Conference.

I am confident that the Conference will fulfill its goals and all together take the right policy decisions that will help us shape the development of Information and Communication Technologies worldwide, in the years to come.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman

And thank you all for your attention. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Cyprus.

That concludes this morning's plenary session.

That concludes the Policy Statements for this morning.

We are on schedule, which is good.

The speakers who remain pending this morning will be the first to speak this afternoon.

I apologize to Singapore, the Czech Republic, France and Azerbaijan but did over run just a little bit.

We'll start this afternoon with you, you will be able to make your Policy Statements at the beginning of the afternoon meeting.

The afternoon session begins at 14:30, I repeat 14:30.

Please could you be punctual so that everyone will hatch the every will have the opportunity to make their Policy Statements and so that we can remain on time and give the appropriate guidelines to the committees.

Committee 6, because of the urgency of these has to tackle will also be meeting this afternoon, please note the indications as to which room the committee will be meeting in so that you can find the meeting and participate in its discussions.

I will conclude the meeting with that, just by reminding you that there is is buffet lunch for anybody who wishes to eat here rather than go to a reception.

Any other business before I close this morning's session?

Apparently not.

In that case the session is closed, thank you, we shall resume as I said at 14:30.

Thank you and the meeting stands adjourned.

[ End of Session ]
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