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>> F. Borjón: Good afternoon, if you would all take your seats so we can begin the afternoon session.

Hello, I hope everybody is ready to go back to work.

Could you please take your seats.

Good afternoon.

I hope that you've all enjoyed your lunch.

And I hope that those who went to the lunch for Mali and meeting with Mali enjoyed it were able to meet with the candidate.

Of course those of us who were with the Koreans found they were very generous indeed.

These are all good points enabling us to continue with our work and enabling us to overcome any problems which may arise and come to consensus at these meetings.

I think that these all provide us with great opportunities to move forward in our work.

I'd like to pick up now where we left off at our plenary session.

If there's anyone still standing would you take your seats.

We can all begin with our Policy Statements.

I would like, therefore, to begin by giving the floor to Singapore.

You have the floor, Singapore.

>> Representative From Singapore:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Honorable ministers, Secretary‑General, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, first of all let me add my congratulations to you, Mr. Chairman, on your election to chair this very important conference.

From the simple copper line, wave after wave of innovation in a way we communicate with one another from the telephone to Titter and other instant messaging options to date, innovations have been unfolding.

But while the copper networks serve as the foundation for past and current innovations, the next wave of innovations will be delivered through high speed broadband networks.

Broadband will define this generation and provide the basis for innovation, is that could transform economies and societies.

Broadband has the potential to be a country's basic infrastructure and critical foundation for growth.

Through the innovative services that emerge from such infrastructures, everyone including the disabled and less privileged can be engaged be part of the information society.

In Singapore, we have been working over the last ten years to bring broadband to all homes, schools and institutions.

Currently we are deploying a new next generation nationwide broadband network capable of supporting speeds of up to one gigabit per second and beyond.

But innovation is not about the speeds we offer, but the value, creation coming from content, services and applications from the broadband networks.

Therefore, while building the physical infrastructure is important, we must ensure that a policies we put in place will enable broadband to be the well spring for innovative content services applications and other future possibilities.

For Singapore, this new National broadband network has brought a comprehensive rethink of how market structures in National policy objectives and outcomes should interact.

Following close consultations with the industry, we have developed policy that ensures true effective open access to the next generation broadband network to maximize the possibilities of service innovation.

Through competitive bidding and partial government funding of infrastructure, the selected operators will deploy the all fiber infrastructure within committed time frames and pricing.

This policy also requires various forms of business separation, designed to achieve a competitive market for broadband service providers who will have nondiscrimination to a broad range of wholesale fiber and connectivity services and regulated and competitive prices.

This next generation broadband initiative will enable Singapore to have accelerated nationwide fiber to the home or in fact fiber to everywhere.

By 2012, every home and office will have fiber to their premises and from 2013 fiber connectivity will become a universal service obligation in Singapore.

Where every home and office in Singapore can be assured of getting ultra high speed broadband of up to one gigabit per second and beyond.

The ITU has an essential role in developing and promoting global broadband policies standards and deployment strategies.

While we each may build a broadband network for our own country we must ensure regional and global connectivity as well.

Otherwise, the broadband infrastructure we built within our country may not be able to fully realize its potential reach and richness if you cannot connect with other communities beyond our own borders.

Therefore, Singapore welcomes the efforts of the ITU and UNESCO in setting up the broadband commission for this development.

The commission's goal of broadband inclusion for all is indeed commendable and Singapore is prepared to fully support the commission's efforts.

Near our home, Singapore is working closely with its partners in formulating an ICT master plan for the region.

In which regional broadband development will be a key outcome.

Such regional and global efforts would help to pave the way for broadband to be a truly global infrastructure for innovation in services.

In closing I would like to express our thanks and deep appreciation to the government and people of Mexico for their warm hospitality and efficient organization of this Plenipotentiary Conference in this beautiful City of Guadalajara.

Thank you.

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Singapore.

I beg you to take your places, if you wish.

Thank you.

May I repeat, that anyone still standing would you please take your seats as soon as possible.

I now turn to the Czech Republic, the next speaker on my list.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Czech Republic: 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Excellencies, Dear Ministers, Mr. General Secretary, Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the beginning of my speech I would like, on behalf of the Government of the Czech Republic, to express my thanks to the Mexican government and representatives of the International Telecommunication Union for the invitation and opportunity to address a speech at this Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union.

The dynamic development of communications in the modern form of information and communication technologies.

One of the important factors which at the end of the 20th century at the beginning of the 21st century

Significantly contributed to economic growth and the development of a knowledge society worldwide.

These technologies should help to reduce the gap between developing and developed countries in the world.

An important and irreplaceable role of the ITU in this process is historically indisputable.

At the same time, it also means a huge commitment to the future for the ITU, if this organisation wants to continue as a leading power who creates and develops the conditions for the ICT infrastructure building and introduction of services on the principle of global standardization with the goal of promoting economic and social development in member states of the ITU.

In my opinion, at this Plenipotentiary Conference, we are facing very serious decisions on matters that are included in the draft of the Strategic Financial Plan of the ITU for the next four years.

During the upcoming negotiations and decisions I consider crucial to always remember the ITU has been and must continue to be a unified entity with common objectives.

This fact should be reflected 

For example in the establishment of

Long‑term stability of the basic documents of the ITU and enhancement of the efficiency of knowledge sharing among members of the ITU.

This can be achieved by strengthening and wider participation of academia and an increase in the base of sector members and by virtue of more efficient use of results of study works of all ITU sectors.

However, these projects must be interrelated and non‑duplicated.

At the same time, the results of other international organizations' study works must be used and taken into account.

What is also important, in my opinion, is the strengthening of the role of the ITU in the World Summit on the Information Society, which will lead to the support for the implementation of concrete and practical solutions wherever they are needed.

Meeting the requirements and needs of all members of the ITU must be based on efficient use of common funds and must be closely linked with the search for internal reserves in the activities of the entire organizational structure of the ITU, as well as looking for opportunities of a greater collaboration with the private sector.

Excellencies, Dear Ministers, Mr. General Secretary, Mr. President, Distinguished Participants,

What I have now briefly summarized represents indeed the main reasons why the Czech Republic decided to stand again for the ITU Council.

At the same time, it outlines the priorities on which the Czech Republic wants to focus, 

If re‑elected to strengthen the role of the ITU.

In conclusion I would like to express my thanks to the Secretary General and to all officials and staff of the ITU, as well as to colleagues from the ITU Council for their intensive work and everything what they have done in the last period for fruitful fulfilling the ITU mission.

And it is not a little.

I am convinced that this conference will be successful and will meet all your expectations associated with its holding and with your membership in this organization.

Thank you for your attention. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Czech Republic.

I now give the floor to France.

France, you have the floor.

>> Representative From France:  Chairman, ministers, Secretary‑General.

Directors, distinguished delegates, friends.

I would like to begin my speech by echoing the thanks that have been expressed by delegations before me to our wonderful Mexican hosts who have welcomed us here with so much warmth and professionalism.

On behalf of the French government I would like first of all to pay tribute to the remarkable work accomplished by our current leadership team of the ITU in place since the last Plenipotentiary Conference four years ago.

We should all highlight the major political thrust that has been given over this four year period by the Secretary‑General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, it is thanks to you, Mr. Secretary‑General, and to the people who surround you that the ITU today has once again come in to the fore of the ICT sector.

At the heart of the sector I think you said yesterday, Mr. Touré during the Opening Ceremony.

And this result is very important for the whole ITU family.

We owe a debt of gratitude to you for your commitment and your initiatives.

As you all know, France is deeply attached to the absolutely central role that the ITU plays.

We share with you all the desire to give pride of place to multilateralism, to encouraging constant dialogue amongst and between cultures, no matter what our differences.

And over and above all to continually work to strengthen north‑south cooperation.

And it is in this vein that my country would like to share with you a number of the concerns that have been expressed at ‑‑ on a number of different occasions by the Secretary‑General.

Now, on the need for an ever‑more transparent and effective financial and administrative management of the ITU, we would like to pay tribute to the recent proposals made by the Secretary‑General which aim to improve the efficiency of financial management of the union.

Each and everyone of us knows that public finance is of many of our countries are in difficulty because of the financial crisis.

That has ‑‑ is going to bring us all to need to be more vigilant.

On the point of cybersecurity, or climate change, ITU is going to have to ensure that its technical expertise and competence in standardization be used.

On bridging the digital divide, where the ITU has seen the importance of high speed, not only to reduce but as so often has been said by the Secretary‑General, to overcome the digital divide.

It is the ITU that has been the driving force behind the high speed committee of UNESCO this framework that we have had the pleasure during the WDC in Hyderabad to have a donation of 500,000 euros to stand behind the ITU connecting schools and communities.

Now, on the changing and evolution of the Internet where a number of challenges have been up and coming such as cloud computing, ITU may be recognized as a reference in many new domains if we commit ourselves with professionalism, more globally I would like to say here, strongly on behalf of France that we hope that ITU will be seen more and more as the pointed of reference, as the worldwide institution that enables governments and the private sector to work together on all issues concerning information and communications technologies.

It is for all of these regions that France decided once again to get involved further in the life of the ITU by presenting for the first time a candidate to the post of director of the BR, this is Mr. Francois Rancy.

We have a French expression that you shouldn't dance around a subject.

What the English say, get right to the point.

So right to the point, Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to thank you all in advance for your support given to Francois Rancy.

I'd like to invite you all this evening to share alongside with the French delegation to a reception we'll be having champagne at 6:00 p.m. at the Intercontinental President Hotel, you'll have buses waiting for you at half past 5:00 in front of the center so that they can take to you the hotel.

Thank you very much.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, France.

Thank you for the invitation, I hope that we will be able to finish our work on time so that we can get to that reception.

I'm sure that everyone is going to make an effort to ensure that we do get through all of our statements in five minutes.

I now give the floor to Azerbaijan.

>> Representative From Azerbaijan.

>> Honorable Chairman, distinguished participants of the conference, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Let me convey my deepest gratitude on behalf of the delegation of Azerbaijan to the host of the Plenipotentiary Conference, the Mexican States for the high level of hospitality, and extend my appreciation to the ITU and generally to all organizers for the high‑level of organizational works.

I wish all success to the work of the Conference and to the 

Countries as well as nominations to various posts at the ITU.

I believe that with joint efforts of the member countries we will make crucial decisions on the future technological progress and development and these decisions shall serve to the development of our countries and the regions that we represent.

As a member‑country, Azerbaijan is determined to actively participate in these undertakings and contribute to the activities of the ITU.

It is undeniable fact that information and communication technologies (ICT) so inevitably impacting on the socio‑economic as well as cultural and daily life of both developed and developing countries has turned to the most dynamic and promising sector of the world economy.

We believe that any achievements attained through this sector shall serve to economic, social and cultural development interests of society, quicken convergence and dialogue between peoples and expand integration between countries and regions.

From this standpoint, the policy and activity run by the ITU is of great importance.

The role of the ITU has been growing during the recent years especially during the tenure of Secretary‑General Hamadoun  Touré for which I would like to thank Mr. Secretary‑General and his team.

Honorable Mr. Chairman,

His Excellency Ilham Aliyev, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan has declared in his speech at World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) back in 2003 his intention to convert "black gold into human gold" and ever since application of ICT in the country has been expanding whilst ICT has been becoming one of the priority sectors of the Azerbaijan's economy.

At the moment the process of formulation of information society is underway in the country, National Strategy and various State Programs were approved and are being implemented.

These programs were approved in Geneva and Tunis according to WSIS Principles and Action Plan and were implemented by adopting experiences of different 

Countries in this field.

Programs were taken in to consideration

Characteristics of our country.

Within the framework of general works these years Azerbaijan has organized numerous international exhibitions and conferences, symposiums, held meetings, as well as organized joint regional events with the ITU and other international organizations; Secretary General of the ITU as well as other high officials and specialist paid a visit to our country and got familiar with the works carried out in the field of ICT, local, regional and global projects and initiatives that were being realized.

For your information, I would like to emphasize the fact that in Azerbaijan the revenues from the ICT sector have been increased in average by 30‑35% per year over the last 7 years.

Internet connection fees were repeatedly decreased where as number of users reached 50% of the population.

95% or more of the population use more mobile phones.

TV and radio broadcasting access were provided for the whole population.

Special in GDP has increased by 2% and private sector has reached 8%.

Expert of National manufacturers has been ensured with more than 70 countries have been

Built and various Agreements and MOU's have been signed.

Developments in the field of ICT in Azerbaijan also drew attention of international and other organizations, especially ITU, Davos World Economic Forum and this in its turn enabled others to show this dynamic in their table of ratings.

Dear participants, Azerbaijan is implementing such projects which will develop its national economy as well as contribute to the development of the other country's economies.

In this sense, "Regional Innovation Zone," "TransEurasian Information Super Highway"  Initiative which was approved by U.N.'s General Assembly's special resolution, and "Azerspace" projects are diverted to renewing the infrastructure of the broad region in the future as well as to building a "knowledge‑based economy" in the region.

Honorable Chairman,

Since joining ITU in 1992, this year Azerbaijan nominated its candidature to UN's Council's Region C as a country having been duly implementing its duties.

I think, by continuing our contribution, supporting activity of the ITU in a new status, we can be more transparent as a member of Council and to this end we call all member‑states to support us in this.

Honorable Chairman

Honorable participants of the conference

Once again I wish good luck to the work of the conference, prosperity and development to our countries, and success to the future activities of the UN.

Thank you. 

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Azerbaijan.

The next speaker is the Delegation of Rwanda.

Rwanda, you have the floor, Sir.

>> Representative From Rwanda:  Thank you Mr. Chairman of the Plenipotentiary Conference, Excellencies, Ministers, Head of Delegations, Secretary‑General Dr. Hamadoun Touré, ladies and gentlemen. 

On behalf of the Government of Rwanda, we would like to first of all express our sincere thanks to the Government of Mexico and the International Telecommunication Union, for organizing this 10th Plenipotentiary Conference which, indeed, represents a solid platform for constructive discussions, with a common vision of fostering global development of inclusive Information and Communications Technologies.

The Government of Rwanda has adopted ICTs as one of the key pillars of our socioeconomic development policy, with the objective of disseminating access to communications services and broadband for all.

Our policy encourages synergies between both public and private sectors that resulted into significant consolidation of Rwanda ICT infrastructures 

Initiatives. 

Rwanda ICT agenda and policies put a strong emphasis on integration of ICT infrastructures and regional interconnection as a way to facilitate trade through reduction of transactions costs, increasing business competitiveness while promoting global exchange of knowledge and cultures.

The government of Rwanda also stresses on the fact that the real transformational power of Information Technologies resides in our ability to mainstream access digital contents which address the specific needs of citizens.

To this end, we need to foster innovation in the interesting area of digital contents and mobile applications development.

In Rwanda, we are witnessing how mobile‑phone‑based ICT programs are improving service delivery in the heath, agriculture and microfinance sectors, in line 

With the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

We fully support the development and efficient utilization of both existing as well as emerging Information Technologies, such as Next generation Networks, Cloud Computing, and IPv6, which allow 

Efficient access and use of Internet and other multimedia platforms in order to accelerate good governance and business development. 

Of course, this requires concerted efforts to address the critical issue of information security and protection of consumer data integrity and privacy.

Furthermore, Rwanda strongly believes in the crucial importance of global synergies between nations to fully exploit the potential and opportunities brought about by Information Technologies.

This justifies why we value our excellent partnership with ITU 

Under the visionary leadership of his Secretary‑General Dr. Hamadoun Touré whom Rwanda Government and its people are proud of his achievement, and will continue to support.

We value our excellent partnership of course under several initiatives such as the

Connect Africa Summit held in 2007 in Rwanda and the recent Broadband Commission for Digital Development co‑chaired by H.E. The President of Rwanda.

This is indeed an honor for us. 

It is in the same spirit that Rwanda would like to be a full member of the ITU Council in order to further contribute towards the achievement our global ICT agenda.

We therefore call for your support and vote for Rwanda during the forthcoming elections of the ITU Council.

We thank you for your kind attention.

And we look forward working strongly with the ITU and all the entire society.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Rwanda.

The next Delegation on the list is Israel.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Israel:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary‑General, it is my honor to address this conference on behalf of the Government of the State of Israel.

I wish to thank the Government and the people of Mexico for their warm hospitality and to congratulate you on your 200 years of independence.

Israel is a small country that enjoys an advanced ICT market in all sectors of telecommunications, mobile, fixed, cable, satellite TV, and Internet.

It is a dynamic Information Society.

With advanced e‑government system.

Our fixed‑line market is about to make the transition from facility‑based competition to the wholesale market.

This way, new players can compete and succeed.

By removing the last barrier to a competitive market, consumers will enjoy its benefit.

One of the factors of enabling this transition in the present deployment of the new NGN and other networks.

In addition, just recently the Israel Government reserved to deploy FTTH network all throughout Israel by a new subsidiary of the Electric Company and private investors.

These networks should reserve a weakness of Israel's telecommunications market to date.

The relatively low data throughput.

Now I would like to address the issue which has lately become ITU's top concern, the promotion of a global Information Society accessible to all.

Israel commits the extensive activities of ITU to promote development and ensure progress towards a global Information Society.

Of course, today's Information Society creates not only opportunities, but also many new concerns and challenges that must be addressed.

One such challenge which Israel considers as most important is the issue of online security and more specifically, the challenge and duty of protecting children in cyberspace.

In this context, I would like to compliment the Secretary‑General for his children online protection initiative, which in our view coincides with one of the ITU's most important roles.

We are planning to follow up and establish an online central point of reference for children and their parents to address this topic.

We would be glad for any opportunity to cooperate in this important matter.

Israel considers the objective of bridging the digital divide as a top priority for establishing a thoroughly global Information Society.

For this purpose, Israel is committed to continue to cooperate with the BTD in leading seminars in developing countries on advanced information and telecommunication technologies.

We have already led successful seminars in Vietnam and in Nepal and participated in others.

We would also be glad to join any initiative in sharing our know‑how and experience with developing countries however it is needed.

I hope that the recent resumption of the bilateral peace talks with the Palestinian authority will ultimately prove to have marked a new era of peace and co‑existence between the people of our region.

As with regard to the telecommunications sector, Israel believes that the bilateral mechanism provided by the interPalestinian Israeli agreement namely the joint technical Committee is the most efficient way to discuss and resolve the issues between the two parties.

With respect, Israel has noted the improvements in the Palestinian economy, including ethernet communications market.

Yet there is more to be done and Israel will continue to assist the Palestinian in that regard.

Finally, I wish all of us fruitful and constructive discussion on all the important issues.

Instrumental to the success of this key conference and the positive development of the telecommunications sectors worldwide.

Thank you for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank the Delegation of Israel.

We shall now continue the Delegation of Ecuador.

You have the door.

>> Representative From Ecuador:  Secretary‑General, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.

It is an immense honor for me to address you on behalf of the Republic of Ecuador.

Telecommunications and communication and computer technology are constantly changing and developing, and I'm sure that those changes will reach much further with the further development of these tools which are essential for all our people and for economic development in general.

So as to make progress towards an information‑based society, which is both fair and accessible, the Government of Ecuador led by Dr. Rafael Correa, has for the last three years been pursuing a Government policy based on the need to ensure that it meets its responsibility to provide high quality telecommunications to all the people of Ecuador irrespective of their socioeconomic standing or of their geographical location.

For the Ecuadoran Government that the sectors involved in what is a strategic issue, the industry, consumers, academia and grassroots organizations coordinator their action so the technological changes be used in such a way as to provide high quality reliable services.

Ecuador is taking advantage of its presence here at the ITU Plenipotentiary conference to strengthen the policies it is implementing to bring about the further development of telecommunications and ICTs.

We believe that the ITU's strategic plan should include in its goals and strategies benefits for the ordinary citizens of its Member States.

There should be specific deadlines for complying with them.

It is important to emphasize that the Ecuadoran telecommunications administration is supporting ITU's that all people have the necessary access to communication and information through the proper use of ICTs and this as an active part of a solidarity based social policy.

This indeed is stipulated in the Ecuador Constitution which ‑‑ Ecuador that communication services are a strategic tool put at the service of society.

The experience we've had already means that we want to play a decisive role in the work of ITU through participating enthusiastically in the work of Council.

For this purpose we have submitted our candidate as a member of Council representing our region to wit the Americas region and as a developing country.

We hope that we will be able to receive a seat as a Council member, and as such, we will pursue policies to ensure that all peoples can participate more actively in and benefit better from the ICT and knowledge based economy with strict respect for environmental criteria.

We'd also like to promote more effective use of ICTs in helping us to meet and manage natural disasters.

In order Interalia to mitigate their efforts, we would like to see worldwide standards on green ICTs and do something to mitigate the fallout of the use of ICTs on climate change.

We would also fight for the fair access to geostationary orbit satellites and that more be done to help the small island developing states and the LDCs.

At this time of far‑reaching change of ICTs and telecommunications, Ecuador believes that society is also seeking to bring about social change, and we think those should be supported by technological change.

The grassroots revolution to promote the well‑being of ordinary people is, after all, Marching forward worldwide.

We believe it's an obligation on the part of the ITU to promote the effectiveness and efficiency of the development of telecommunications and ICTs.

This for the benefit of all peoples.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Ecuador, for that statement.

The next speaker is the Delegation of on the ‑‑ Tonga.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Tonga: Mr. Chairman, the Secretary‑General of the international Telecommunication Union, Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, today at this 18th Plenipotentiary meeting of the international Telecommunication Union, it is indeed an exceptional honor for the Government of the kingdom of Tonga to be in the presence of the President and the esteemed leadership of the ITU, and of the august National leadership of the Information and Communications Technology officers of the nations of the world.

Mr. Chairman and Your Excellencies, from the south Pacific Ocean, may I bring to you all the kindest respects and greetings from the Government and the people of the kingdom of Tonga, and also our earnest prayers that deliberations of this August Forum will continue to enrich and enhance the lives of the people in the world.

At this point, may I also convey to the Government and the people of the United States of Mexico, and of this historical city of Guadalajara, sincere gratitude for your most hospitable hosting of our conference.

After the privilege of witnessing the opening of our conference yesterday by the Presidents of Mexico, his Excellency Mr. Felipe Calderón Hinajosa, may I say that his most visionary ICT programs and achievements for the great nation of Mexico has indeed added further inspiration to our conference, and may I ask the esteemed Delegation of the Government of Mexico to please convey our sincere congratulations, and gratitude to the Government and the people of Mexico.

May I also take this opportunity, Your Excellencies, to add TONGA's congratulations to our fellow island nation of Timor‑Leste for having become the newest member of the ITU, and to wish you all the very best.

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the two World Summits on Information Society in their Declaration of the principles and plan of actions had stated that they are committed to laying a foundation for building a truly global inclusive, and development‑oriented broadband for all.

As this esteemed conference is aware of, these are indeed our universal commitments, and they are also consistent with our Millennium Development Goals.

May I also add that last June at the Pacific ICT Ministers meeting hosted by Tonga under the auspices of the Secretariat of the Pacific community, they also adopted the framework for action on ICT development in the Pacific.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is indeed also a milestone for the nations of the Pacific.

As Your Excellencies are aware, the incredible speed and advances in ICT technology, as well as the proliferation of production and availability have dramatically advanced, simplified and cheapened communication between the whole human race.

The whole world can now communicate with each other as never before, by Internet, or by the more affordable mobile phones.

Continents and small nations now dialogue.

So do urban, rural, and remote areas, and the whole international community are now all able to routinely communicate.

This has indeed broadened and revolutionized the quality of life of the whole world, and these are indeed no small miracles for mankind.

At the same time as noted earlier, whilst it is our duty to continue to actively and proactively promote the technological advances which have dramatically improved the lives of our people, we have also been tasked to establish the foundation and promote the development of an inclusive and development‑oriented broadband for all.

In essence, ladies and gentlemen, this is indeed a warning that we must ensure that the benefits of our ICT technological revolution do not sideline our humanity.

This is indeed a most important role.

Firstly, it reminds us to give due consideration to the appropriate technologies and costs for both the rich and the poor.

The developed and developing nations, and to both the world population centers, as well as the isolated nations.

It also reminds us, ladies and gentlemen, that technology is man's tool, and not his master, and that it must always be human‑friendly.

Fortunately, Your Excellencies, I am certain that you will all agree that these are indeed the very challenges which continuously inspire the hearts of our National leaders and administrators such as your honored presence here today, and thus we are indeed well equipped to also address this most important challenge.

Tonga's ICT goal is to improve sector performance to ensure domestic and global connectivity throughout the kingdom, and to improve the quality of life, geographic coverage service, affordability, and new service applications.

In line with these objectives, ladies and gentlemen, I'm proud to note that within the first five years of this policy, the tariff for almost all of the ICT services in Tonga have dropped by more than 200%.

At the same time, the teledensity of mobile phones and Internet users have also dramatically risen by more than 300%.

Technically, all of these outcomes have been based on TONGA's full dependence on satellite‑based communication.

The Government of Tonga, however, is now in the course of negotiations for the construction of cable communications.

When this is completed, Tonga will advance even further, and will be able to enjoy the boundless benefits of ICT.

The kingdom of Tonga, however, would not have achieved these results without the help of the international community.

In this regard, I would like to place on record our sincere gratitude for the most valuable assistance we have received from the Asia Pacific telecommunity, the ITU Regional Office in Bangkok, the Secretariat of the Pacific community, among others, and indeed, from our development partners.

In September 2009, to quote only one example, our most distant island was hit by a deadly tsunami.

Due to technical difficulties and limitations, both radio and telephone communication were disrupted.

Fortunately, ladies and gentlemen, due to the ITU's disaster mitigation program, equipment which they had sent had been installed in this island.

This enabled their telephone communication with the rest of the kingdom and also with their relatives abroad.

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, as brevity is the order of this important world conference, may I now and my Delegation, on behalf of the Government of the kingdom of Tonga, now wish you, Mr. Chairman, the Secretary‑General of the ITU, and the Secretariat, the esteemed National Delegations from the ITU Member States, and indeed, the Government and the people of Mexico, a most successful outcome to our meeting, and a safe journey home.

I thank you all for your kind indulgence.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, the United Arab Emirates has the floor.

>> Representative From United Arab Emirates:  In the name of God the compassionate and the merciful, distinguished delegates, Secretary‑General, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Mr. Zhao and all of the directors of the different ITU sectors, distinguished delegates, I am very pleased to be making this speech before this August assembly on behalf of the Government of the United Arab em rat.

May I extend our warm thanks to the Government of Mexico for having taken on the invitation of this Plenipotentiary conference.

I would like to also extend those thanks to the Government and people of Mexico to the Government of Jalisco, thank you so much for your hospitality.

Mr. Secretary‑General, I wish you every success over the next three weeks in concluding the works of this conference.

I would also like to say that ICTs have an ever growing importance in the world today.

And they enable us to take stock of the way societies are changing in the world, enabling countries to move forward.

That is why developing countries are aching this opportunity to develop their information societies based on knowledge, based on technical means, and that is why ICTs have become the cornerstone, the pillar on which we're going to let our National economies be built.

Different economies in the world can see the interest of the ITU for their development and how necessary it is that ITU play a central role in developing ICTs throughout the world.

I would like to speak to you about some of the ITU initiatives regarding telecommunications and all other fields.

More specifically, the initiative creating a telecommunications and ICTs museum set up in our country.

We're very proud of this initiative.

It is an important one and it is enabling us to increase knowledge throughout the world of ICTs.

It has enabled our Government in the UAE to sign a Convention, a sponsorship Convention, assisting in the creation of the museum in setting up an ICT center.

We are the main partners of this important initiative, and it is our home that through the initiative, we will be able to strengthen cooperation with other Member States of the ITU, enabling us to move forward in increasing our knowledge.

Given the efforts that have been made by the UAE in order to develop and improve the performance of the telecommunications sector and the availability of knowledge, many different initiatives have been created in our country.

We have a teledensity of 208%, which is very important in the world.

It places us second in the use of ICTs on the list of countries using them in the world.

Furthermore, we've set up ambitious projects enabling us to develop the ICT infrastructure needed to facilitate access to ICTs and we have our fiber that works, our fiber optic networks and copper networks that are being used in the country to this end.

Abu Dhabi, the capital of the UAE, is the first capital in the world that is basing its technology on fiber optics, all of it.

Secretary‑General and Delegates, as concerns satellite networks, we launched the first multifunctional satellite system in order to strengthen telecommunications in our country.

We continue with these efforts in order to development this sector and that's why we've created a fund for telecommunications and information providing the necessary wherewithal financially and in human resources to enable us to move forward.

As to cybersecurity, our public authorities have the responsibility of organizing ICTs and they have set up a team, an emergency response team for cybersecurity, so that we can improve the standards, improve the rules and improve security, and protect our infrastructure.

This will enable us to have an early warning with regard to the different dangers and with regard to spam.

Further, we've set up an initiative to protect children when they are online.

This has enabled us to set up a real response, something tangible in order to protect our children.

This Plenipotentiary Conference will have to meet a number of different challenges.

We will have to set up the strategy for the Union over the next period and our goal is to revise the basic texts which were written in 1992.

We have other challenges ahead of Us.

We have to look at the financial situation of the Union, Internet Governance, administrative issues, all of the work of the Union.

We're fully confident that you will have the support of all of our countries.

We hope that we will have your support in the Council over the next four years as well as support for our candidate, Nasser Bin Hammad, who is a candidate for the RRB.

In conclusion, I would like to reassure you that we are going to invite you at 7:00 p.m. this evening to a reception that we've organized and I would like to thank you all warmly.

We will continue our efforts throughout this Plenipotentiary Conference in order to ensure that it meets with every success.

Keeping the constructive attitude and working along side with other members so that we can draft strategic Resolutions at this conference.

Thank you very much and every success in this conference.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, UAE.

I now give the floor to Cameroon.

>> Representative From Cameroon:  Chairman, Ministers, Secretary‑General, distinguished Delegates.

Allow me, first of all, on behalf of the Cameroon Government, to extend our warm thanks to the Mexican authorities for the very warm welcome that my Delegation and myself have received since arriving in Guadalajara.

I would like to congratulate Mexico for all of the efforts that they have made in order to ensure that we be able to work in excellent conditions toward the end of this 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference.

Chairman, may I congratulate you upon your election to preside over the conference, and may I extend my congratulations to the Secretary‑General and all of his team for the work that they have carried out since Antalya.

Ladies and gentlemen, Cameroon believes that our telecommunication environment has evolved and is on track towards deregulation, convergence of technologies, and the emergence of new services and new actors.

This is a challenge for our organization, and means that the conference is going to have to be able to react appropriately to these challenges.

We have an important role to play.

Cameroon expects that the ITU be able to take pride of place in the telecommunications and ICT World, and that it strengthen its measures to promote accelerated and fair development of the Information Society so that we can reduce the digital divide.

Another challenge ahead of us which will require constant efforts by the Union is cybersecurity.

For the President of our Republic, Paul Biya, Cameroon needs generalized access to the Internet.

This need goes along hand in hand with cybersecurity and that is why our Government has drafted legislation on cybersecurity and cybercriminality.

It will soon be adopted in our Government, and it will be a pioneer in central Africa.

As to the development of broadband infrastructure, Cameroon is deeply attached to the WSIS Geneva action plan and the Tunis agenda, as well as the recommendations which came out of Kigali 2007 aiming at interconnecting all of the major African capitals.

Our CAB, central African backbone project, of which Cameroon is the epicenter, is the African, the central African response to the Kigali goals.

We would like to interconnect through broadband and fiber optic connections all of the states of the central African subregion.

In setting up our National backbone, Cameroon has already laid 2600 kilometers of fiber optic line and will extend its linear fiber optic to 5200 kilometers between now and the end of 2011.

This way, we'll be able to anticipate and be able to be prepared when we connect the other countries in the subregion.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are celebrating our 50th anniversary of independence in Cameroon, as well as our 50th anniversary of belonging to the ITU.

Cameroon became a member of the International Telecommunications Union on December 22, 1960.

We have always been aware of the need for good organization in the organization and we've always been present in the work of the ITU.

And that is why we have made efforts in order to, in 2003, for example, identify the frequencies that could harmonize our networks on a world level so that IMTs could be used internationally.

All of this has enabled us in the WRC‑2007 to allocate frequency bands in Regions 1 and 3 for IMTs.

We have also been able to participate in the of the regulators, the Central African regulators association.

We have been represented in the Central African zone with subregional work in telecommunications and ICTs.

Now, being represented means we've had to play an ever‑growing important role in the subregion for the changes in our telecommunications environment.

As concerns human resources, I would like to recall here that our come patriot, Jean‑Paul Chapon, for two mandates from 1980 to 1994 was the vice general of ITU and he was responsible for cooperation with what has now become the BDT.

In 1982 he continued to the creation of Expos and reforms at the regional level for Telecom.

Furthermore since 2002, Mr. Abu Bakr has been a member of the BRR.

We should also mention other resources that Cameroon has placed at the availability of the organization.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Cameroon Government would like to express its profound gratitude, as well as pay tribute to all of those who have enabled us to work so closely in the ITU bodies.

It is based on this past trust that I would like to reiterate once again our wish to have your support in renewing Cameroon's seat on the Council, so that we can continue to provide our contribution to the life of the organization.

And in conclusion, I would like to wish every success to the work of this 2010 Guadalajara Plenipotentiary Conference.

Long live the ITU, and I thank you all.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Cameroon.

And we would like to congratulate all of the African countries who are celebrating their 50th anniversary of independence this year.

Congratulations to you all.

I continue now by giving the floor to Serbia.

>> Representative From Serbia:  Esteemed Chairman, Secretary‑General, Deputy Secretary, directors of Bureaus, Excellencies, Heads of Delegations, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

It is a great pleasure to be with you all here in Guadalajara today.

Let me first offer my sincere thanks and appreciation to the Government of Mexico for the warm welcome and for the excellent organization of this important conference.

Let me also extend greetings and salutations on behalf of the Government and people of Serbia and our Delegation, to the people in Government of Mexico.

Congratulating you on the recent occasion of your National day and 200 years of Mexico's independence.

As one of the founding members of the international Telecommunication Union, Serbia wishes to express its appreciation for the leadership role that the ITU has exerted in a continuously changing telecommunication environment worldwide especially for fostering excellent international cooperation between all Member States of the Union in promoting and harmonizing use of telecommunications of all sorts.

Government of the Republic Serbia is committed to the objective of further establishing the ITU as the leading telecommunication organization in the world.

In the light of the ITU core values, Serbia is fully engaged at National and international level in the application and diffusion of advanced technologies and services including e‑government, television digitalization process, development of broadband, enhance in the reduction and elimination of the digital divide.

Government of the Republic of Serbia has for this purpose adopted a strategic document named digital agenda of Serbia.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my great pleasure to inform you that the Republic of Serbia has put for consideration of the conference amendment to the Resolution 70, gender mainstreaming in ITU, and promoting of gender equality and empowerment of women through information and communication technologies, where we invite you, aside from the rest, to establish an international girls in ICT day, to be held on every fourth Thursday of April, when ICT companies, other companies that have ICT departments, ICT training facilities, universities, research centers, and all ICT related institutions are invited to organize an open day for girls, encouraging them to pursue careers in ICT.

We also invite you to actively support and participate in the work of the global network of women, ICT decision makers.

This will be launched by the ITU aimed at promoting the work of ITU in using ICT for the social and economic empowerment of women and girls by building partnerships and synergies between existing networks at National, regional and international level.

Finally, I believe that a strong, modern ITU responsive to the new challenges and opportunities must be directed by a team of experienced and knowledgeable professionals.

I'm sure that in the forthcoming elections, the best candidates will be chosen for the key posts of the organization.

Serbian administration has put forward for the consideration of the conference the name of Momcilo Simic, a highly qualified professional with extensive services rendered to telecommunications in particular the ITU whose involvement we believe will contribute significantly to the enhancement of the Union.

Ladies and gentlemen, in thanking you in advance for your support to our candidate as well for our initiative please allow me to offer best wishes for the success of the Guadalajara Plenipotentiary Conference 2010. 

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Serbia.

I now give the floor to Senegal.

>> Representative From Senegal:  Thank you very much.

Chairman, Secretary‑General, colleagues, distinguished Delegates, I would like at the outset on behalf of Senegal to extend our sincere thanks to the Government and the people of Mexico for the perfect organization of this Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunications Union.

As well as for the generous hospitality which we've received since arriving in this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

I would also like to address my sincere congratulations to the Secretary‑General of the ITU, and all of his team for the remarkable work which they have carried out over the last four years for the organization and for the success of this Plenipotentiary Conference.

Mr. Hamadoun Touré, your brothers in Senegal and Mali are very proud of you.

My Delegation participating in this ITU conference has great expectations with regard to the results, the outcomes, of our work.

They will determine the future of our organization for the next four years, and beyond the future of our organization, that of our peoples.

But if we wait for the destiny of this Summit to positively influence the destinies of our nations, we are going to have to ensure that it be different from the destiny which the connect Africa Summit had, that is the one held in Kigali on October 29 and 30, 2007.

There were 1,036 participants who came from 54 countries and whose main goal was to mobilize human resources, financial resources and technological resources in order to overcome the desperate infrastructure difficulties we have in Africa.

Implementing the targets which we set ourselves should enable us to facilitate by 2015 our achieving our Millennium Development Goals.

Halfway there, ladies and gentlemen, when we look back and we try to take stock, most of us have become aware that we are far from attaining these goals.

ICTs rather than becoming elements of a solution to our problem, sometimes add to the problem.

Ladies and gentlemen, a number of studies with regard to innovation in mobile telephony in Africa have shown that Africa is the Head of The class.

They highlight that its cell phone coverage that mobile has been able to fill in the gaps of fixed telephony and enabled us to have access in zones where there are no telephone lines so we've gone from 77% between 2005‑2006, that is, 40% on average for 2005‑2008, to some 375 million people in 2008, to now having 264.5 million in 2007, and then 375 million.

That is times more than we had in fixed telephony.

Other studies show that in Africa we've gone from 4.19 devices or handheld devices for 100 inhabitants in 2002 to now having 27.5 in 2007, and 32 in 2008.

This is the strongest growth in the world.

It places the African Continent at the Head of Exponential development of the mobile telephony market.

But are we head of the class with regard to imported products?

Is this changing the way our societies and our economies work without even taking into account what is behind these mutations?

What the impact is going to be?

Or are we at the head of the class because we have a capacity to put telecommunications and ICTs to work for people, for development and to fight poverty?

So first in line with regard to what, and in order to do what?

What we believe is that ICTs today more than ever in the developing world are vital for our socioeconomic development.

So should we be proud of those numbers and of these technologies if at the same time billions of children are not going to school, even though e‑schooling is available and would enable this?

Should we be proud of these statistics if billions of people continue to die of hunger?

Should we be proud of these statistics if the children in Mali, and Senegal, of Rwanda, in the south of Egypt and of Somalia are condemned to dying young because they haven't got telemedicine available to them?

If you look at the missing link, the report that was published 25 years ago, it was already set out that there was a direct correlation between access to communications and the growth of GDP.

Should we be proud of these numbers when we know that that report was looking at state of the art technology, the type of technology used in broadband networks which seems to provide more advantages unfortunately which we don't have enough of?

The political will of our leaders is not lacking.

In the case of Senegal, his Excellency the President of Senegal and the coordinator of the ICTs has made ICTs fundamental in all of the public policies that have been set up in order to support economic and social development in order to help the Senegalese populations but the difficulties that we have found in implementing the commitments that have been taken by some of the development actors including the ITU have sometimes hindered our development.

How to understand that more than 90% of the IP connectivity at an international level is going through developed countries, and yet the costs are being paid by developing countries.

How can you understand that an African end user sending a message to a friend who lives in the same city has to have his data travel across the Web going into foreign countries far away before it comes back to his own city?

According to the estimates we have, this mode of transmission of data is costing Africa some 400 American dollars per year.

Allow me ladies and gentlemen to note at the same time all of the possible threats that this type of use of our Web is bringing to the security and the sovereignty of our states.

Digital solidarity which is so close to the heart of the President of the Senegalese Republic is no longer a luxury.

This is not something that can be used, as already has been said by the President, where he said that the deterioration of exchange should no longer be just on agricultural products, but also be included in ICTs.

And that is why ITU which is an important organization, should continue to make its efforts in order to bridge the digital divide, and to ensure that we right the social injustices and the economic injustices we've seen in the 21st century.

We believe that this principle should be extended to the international level.

We believe that ICTs should take into account the Democratic right of countries to have access to broadband infrastructures at affordable prices.

Justice, fairness, and the future of humanity require that we find the way, find the wherewithal to resolve this issue.

Africa, in November of 2010, will be hosting the regulators  colloquium and the global industry leaders Forum.

I would invite you on behalf of our Head of State to take part in important event that going to be held in November.

The ITU as one of the United Nations' specialized agency has committed itself to connecting the world and it should ensure that we be able to meet the Millennium Development Goals.

Efficiency, effectiveness of this organization should enable us to do away with the inequalities and create positive discrimination by investing more in development.

This would enable us to give new thrust to progress in all spheres of human activity, with be they health, security, education, trade, or the environment.

This is the meaning that we have to try and give to the WSIS acronym which was set up.

In conclusion, I have a number of proposals which I wish to make.

I would suggest to the ITU that we begin a thought process on the relevance of its performance indicators in order to better understand and appreciate the effectiveness of the work it undertakes.

For example rather than measuring performance by looking at penetration rates or the number of handheld devices sold or the number of subscriptions we believe we would do well to look at the ideals of the ITU and achieving the MDGs and measuring the incidence of telecommunications on the regression of pandemics of illiteracy, of child mortality for example.

I would also suggest that we improve the environments for investment, private investment, for the development of broadband.

We should strengthen cooperation with states, with regional organizations such as the UAT and National private sectors.

A fourth suggestion I would make, that we assist countries in drawing up strategic policies, enabling the public authorities to define new frameworks, legal and regulatory frame works.

Our fifth piece of advice would be to promote policies which enable us to fight Cybercrime, and all of the incidentals which can come along with it.

And we would go alongside with our Moroccan friends in this area.

We also believe we should promote education of young people enabling them to have the tools they need to enable them to live in an Information Society.

Ladies and gentlemen, through this message, I was only able to mention an infinitely small part of the suffering of our peoples.

Many of the people in our countries are not going to be able to benefit from our work.

We have to work along with our partners.

We have to use our words which are going to give affection, not just information.

I think that there are things that are impossible to say, but each African child which you will meet has, like I have, a hope even if the African child I refer to talks to you the way I talk to you, there should be a bridge that is set up between you and that child, compassion, something that enables you to be able to understand the catastrophe of that child's life.

Something that cannot be put into words.

The hour of truth is nigh, and we need your support in Senegal and we need your support in order to maintain our seat on the Council.

Thank you. 

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Senegal.

We've heard very differing messages here this afternoon, most of them very positive and very much focused on the work which the ITU already has in hand.

It seems to me this is an excellent time to take a coffee break.

That will help us to get a little bit of air, and would you please return in 15 minutes.

15 minutes, thank you very much, and the meeting is suspended.

[ 15‑minute break ]

>> F. Borjón: Again, we'll be starting shortly.

Could you please take your seats.

So we can continue our session please.

We can now continue with your speaker's list.

The plenary, if you please take your seats.

Thank you.

Continuing with our plenary session I'd now like to give the floor to Tanzania.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From representative from Tanzania.

Mr.  Chairman,

Honourable Ministers,

Secretary General of the ITU,

Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and my delegation allow me to first extend our appreciation to the Government of Mexico for hosting this conference and for the hospitality extended to us in this beautiful city of Guadalajara since our arrival.

Secondly, I would like to express our congratulations to you, Mr. Chairman on your election to chair this, 18th Plenipotentiary meeting of the ITU as well joining the voices of those who have already expressed gratitudes for the Secretary General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, the elected officials, management and staff of the ITU for successfully convening this conference and for the work they have done for the past four years in spearheading the Union towards meeting its objectives.

I'd also like to congratulate Timor‑Leste for joining.

We are impressed with the new

Technological developments and have put in place an ICT policy and implementation has enabled us to make extraordinary progress, particular coming up with a vibrant licensing framework which not only is technologically and services neutral, but has expanded avenue, of allowing small Tanzania investors to participate in building an ICT infrastructure, operate networks and deploy new services on a small scale.

This move is intended to serve as the catalyst for stimulating the growth not only in the ICT industry, but the overall economy.

Mr. Chairman,  since we have adopted policy framework for convergence and leverage on the ICT in our effort to uplift the socioeconomic well‑beings of our people, we have seen some moderate success and  we are happy to share our experience with our fellow ITU members.

We are proud to state that our ICT policy, legal framework, converged licensing framework and strategies to guide the sector have paid the following great dividends.

Our initial forecast in 1997 was to have a teledensity of 6% the year 2020, but today our teledensity stands at 43% 

The number of mobile telephone operators has increased from two in 1997 to seven currently operating and four are at different stages of deploying networks.

Three, subscription for mobile users has increased from 284,100 in 2000 to the present figure of over 18 million.

Internet services have increased from 0.06% in 1994 to 12% today.

Thanks to the governments deliberate strategy of public‑private partnership and incentives to the private sector to invest in this area.

Mr. Chairman, Tanzania has 945,000 square kilometers and 85% of our population lives in rural areas and the majority have no access to basic communications infrastructure.

Economic viability of deployment of ICT infrastructure in the sparsely populated areas and difficult terrain is limited.

To address these challenges, the Government has established the Universal Communications Access Fund where both the Government and all the operators will contribute to this Fund.

This fund will support operators in deployment of ICT infrastructure and services to rural areas and un‑served areas.

Mr. Chairman, it is 26 years since the launch of the Maitland Report, that is 'The Missing Link' in Arusha, Tanzania, where issues of the telecommunication gaps between the rich and poor, urban and rural were identified and ways and means were proposed on how to tackle them.

This was a crucial issue for ITU to continue addressing the serious gap between developed countries and the poor Developing Countries of the South.

Mr. Chairman, we are attending this conference for the first time after our Eastern and Southern African Countries have been connected with Submarine Cables.

This is one of Africa's efforts to try to bridge the digital divide and secure reliable communications at affordable cost.

However, in order for Tanzania to benefit from ICT development of its health, education and public services sector, the country needs to have a reliable infrastructure.

Efforts are now underway to develop fibre cables within the entire country and link up with her eight neighboring countries.

Mr. Chairman, finally, I wish to reiterate that Tanzania is committed to co‑operate and share with other Member States, the ITU Secretariat and the regional offices to make ITU an eminent international body that plays an important role in enhancing development of all member countries; as such Tanzania has put its candidature to the seat of the Council representing Region D.

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the government of

The United Republic of Tanzania, and my delegation, I would like to once again express my profound gratitude to the Government of Mexico for hosting this remarkable conference, and wish success in its deliberations.

I thank you for your attention. 

[applause] 

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Thank you for all of your comments Tanzania.

I now would like to give the floor to Bhutan.

I would like to recall the very positive message they gave us in India, Bhutan, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bhutan:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary‑General, ITU, distinguished

Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, allow me to express my goodwill and the goodwill message of

People of Bhutan to the distinguished delegates of the Plenipotentiary 2010.

It is my singular pleasure to attend this conference and I 

Feel privileged to be here amongst leader, intellectuals and experts from across the globe.

I would like to thank the state of Mexico and City of Guadalajara and government of Mexico for hosting this mega‑event.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Bhutan is a small tranquil Kingdom in the midst of the majestic Himalayas with population of less than a million.

The kingdom's development policy is guided by the principle of gross national happiness.

It was in 1974, the fourth king of Bhutan, His Majesty Jigme Wangchuk, this philosophy for a true and real measure indicator of people's well being.

It was a paradigm shift to the often emphasized and pursued the gross domestic product concept, founded on the formula, one, sustainable equitable socioeconomic development.

Two, preservation and promotion of culture.

Three, conservation of environment and, fourthly, good governance.

The Royal Government has recognized ICT as the intrinsic link for this four pillars in strengthening and bonding our shared national consciousness.

To achieve this by June 2011, we are providing broadband, mobile universal connectivity to avail government to citizens, government to business, government to government and other related service through our network of community centers spread across the kingdom.

Bhutan is politically very stable country with green, clean and cheap hydropower, pristine Himalayan environment, good English education system and energetic young generation.

Ladies and Gentlemen, climate change and cybercrime will be the two of our greater future challenges that will directly impact and affect our future of our humanity.

Therefore, we must combine a concerted effort to tackle these challenges through appropriate means.

Now, referring to the membership constitution Bhutan is pleased to note that it is maintained at the current level.

However, we also realize that ITU cannot survive on goodwill and fresh air alone.

To carry on the huge mandate I am certain that the more blessed nations will be more forthcoming with their generosity to other Member States are able to shoulder and share their responsibility.

I also take this opportunity to involve this august gathering here that Bhutan during the recent U.N. General Assembly for the consideration of gross national happiness as the 9th Millennium Development Goal.

This is encompassing the other eight Millennium Development Goals.

Similarly, here I would like to submit a request to ITU for inclusion of happiness as one of the prime development objectives of ICT.  In conclusion, my congratulations to the Chairpersons and vice‑chairpersons of the committees.

Finally I wish Mexico and beautiful people a happy and prosperous 200th year of their independence and 100 years of the revolution.

Thank you, ITU, thank you Mexico for this wonderful opportunity.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank, Bhutan.

I now give the floor to Egypt. 

>> Representative From Egypt:  Thank you very much.

Secretary‑General, distinguished delegates, Heads of Delegations and members of delegations it is an honor for me to speak to you today at this Plenipotentiary Conference hosted by Mexico and beautiful City of Guadalajara.

This is an important event, the world is watching us and Egypt believes that this is an important event not only for us but for all of the participants.

I would like to transmit to you the greetings, the warm greetings of the Minister of Telecommunication from Egypt, who, because of urgent events was unable to attend this conference.

I would also like to express our thanks on behalf of Egypt and congratulate the Secretary‑General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, as well as all of the elected officials of the organization for the efforts that they have made over this past period.

I would like to express our gratitude to the government and the people of Mexico for the organization of this conference and for the hospitality they provided us with.

Ladies and Gentlemen, this Plenipotentiary Conference is being held today at a time when we have to meet many challenges and deal with ever‑changing situations in ICTs.

We have responsibilities as members ever to try and find consensus on many different issues, this is part of the responsibility that The Union has, but it's part of our responsibility to try and bring our efforts together.

We have a number of different issues that will be debated during this conference, we will have to go in depth in order to come to agreement on the goals we're to set ourselves.

I would like to go over a number of the issues that are going to have to be looked at and give you Egypt's point of view.

With regard to our working methodologies, our mandate and our resources this is an important agenda item.

And it is one that Egypt feels deserves our attention, we should participate actively and we have done so during the preparatory meetings leading up to this meeting in our region.

We have given great thought to a number of the issues that will affect the constitution and the different ITU sectors as well as our strategic plan.

For development this is one of our goals we believe that we have to look at the e‑government, the e‑education, E‑health, and improving our Internet networks.

All of this in order to enable us to meet the Millennium Development Goals and to promote development, Internet must play a role in economic development but also social development.

And this will strengthen the ITU's role in this area.

Indeed the ITU is the main organization dealing with ICTs.

It is the Union that is going to have to put its expertise at the service of developing countries in order to assist them in developing Internet access providing them with opportunities for economic and social development and using these applications for sustainable development.

And on this line, I would like to pay tribute to the appeal made by the Secretary‑General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, to all of the regions of the world.

This was an appeal so that half of the world's populations be able to have access to broadband use by 2015.

These broadband networks are to be considered a right, a civil right of all citizens of the planet.

It is to be a tool enabling us to reach the Millennium Development Goals.

ICTs and the way they can be used for climate change and to address this issue should be high on our list.

It is being debated at international level and the ITU can provide solutions.

It is one of the responsibilities we have at this conference to begin a discussion to enrich that discussion in order to see how we can provide a solution to the problem.

It is in this framework that we're going to be able to host the fifth ICT symposium dealing with climate change, that is on November 2 and 3.

It is an honor for us to invite you all to participate at that symposium.

Cybersecurity, this is one of the issues that is giving us the greatest number of challenges in the international community.

We have to first of all come to a common understanding at a technical and operational level, this is why we need international cooperation so that we can face the dangers that exist in cyberspace and try to find solutions worldwide.

We have to be able to trust for our users so that they can use ICTs and of course our participation in the ITU means that administrations would also private Sector Members and interested stakeholders will have a role to play.

ITU can coordinate all of the efforts made by all of these actors in order to ensure that cyberspace remains a safe place.

We would share the views that have been expressed with regard to having centers enabling us to deal with emergencies with regard to our different information technologies and electronic signatures and cybersecurity.

Turning now to protecting young people when they use the Internet.

We have already taken measures at a National level and there are measures to be taken internationally.

We would like to note that the peace culture is being promoted through Mrs. Mubarak in order to assure that the public and private sectors through this initiative can work towards these ends.

Added to that there are efforts made international level in order to support the Arab projects to protect our youth online.

It is an honor for us in Egypt to provide over a working group within the Union that is dealing with the protection of youth, specifically we see the importance of needing to adopt a resolution here at this Plenipotentiary Conference.

The importance of the 2012 conference as well as interoperability and convergence issues we give high priority to international communications and this must be built on the development of our telecommunications.

The Union plays a central role in this area and it is through continued participation in all of the ITU's programs and projects in all three sectors that we can contribute.

We have development projects in this area that are underway, regional projects and National projects.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is also an honor for us to propose that we be re‑elected as members of the Council in order to continue with the work we've already undertaken with other members of the Council.

So that we can continue to improve the situation in the world today, to work alongside with other members of the union and we thank you for all of your support in assisting us to get this seat on Council.

We express to you all our deep gratitude and wish us all every success in the work of The Conference.

May everybody enjoy our stay in Guadalajara.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Egypt.

I give the floor to Morocco. 

>> Representative from Morocco:  Excellencies, Mr. President, Mr. Secretary‑General of ITU distinguished delegates.

It's my great pleasure to be here to participate in this Plenipotentiary conference of the International Telecommunications Union of the PP10.

Taking place in Guadalajara in October to share with you our vision in the telecommunication and information technologies sector which become among the priority sectors in Morocco.

I would like to congratulate the host country for it's warm hospitality and the excellent organization of this conference.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Morocco has now due to the policy of liberalization sector agreed evolution in this sector as witness performance and ‑‑ achieved to including to over Telecom sector around $4 billion U.S.

The number of GSM subscriber has increased from 160,000 in 1999 to over 238 million subscribers in June 2010.

13 million Internet users, one out of three households are connected to the Internet international bandwidth more than 15 gigabytes.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in the ICT sector the challenge from Morocco is ‑‑ but also to allow inclusion of Morocco in to the global knowledge economy.

For this reason and under the highest recommendation of his majesty, the ICT sector is now one of the priority sectors of the Moroccan economy recording its potential contribution in terms of economic progress and human development.

In face to this challenge, the national strategy for the information society and digital economy, digital Morocco 2013 has been adopted in October 2009 at the highest level.

The strategy positions Morocco among the countries in the field of ICT, the governance of this strategy its ensured by the National council for I.T. and digital economy shared by the Prime Minister.

The budget allocated for implementing this strategy is about $600 million U.S.

Ladies and Gentlemen, as a result of concerted and collaborative work in the efficient cooperation of all public and private actors, concerned with information technology the strategy digital Morocco 201 has four strategic priorities.

First one, social change to enhance accessibility to Internet for all citizens including ones with specific needs.

The second, public services for users to make administration for closer to the users in order to meet their need through an ambitious E‑government program.

Third, computerization of small and medium enterprise in order to anchorage and motivate to efficiently use system to improve their productivity.

Information technology industry is the force point its objective to develop local business in the field of information technology by promoting emergence of excellent centers with high potential to export.

Implementation of this priorities the strategy also defines two support measures to ensure the digital confidence and high caliber human resources to meet the sector's requirements.

Ladies and Gentlemen, a general guidance note was approved in February 2010 aiming to enhance the development of telecommunication sectors by the hand of 2013 and to provide the necessary visibility to the sector during the next four years, this guidance notes sets around four strategic access, the deployment of regulation measures, adoption of new agenda for telecommunication liberalization the development of Internet broadband, regulatory framework of telecommunication.

Ladies and Gentlemen, since it has joined in the ITU in 1956 and particularly as member of ITU's council, Morocco has deployed all the effort to efficiency work and cooperate with the union.

It has always adhered to the objectives of ITU and it has never ceased to act with responsibility and commitment in a spirit of consideration of intertransparent management of the Union for the benefit of all the Member States.

The efficient cooperation between ITU and Morocco led in 1970 to creation of the national institute of telecommunication which hugely contributes through the high quality of training and provides development of telecommunication sector in Morocco, this has a tool for improving the cooperation with our friend countries as with regard to the training of their center executive.

The corporation between ITU and Morocco has been cloned by the successful organization of the Plenipotentiary Conference, PP‑012 in Marrakech in 2003.

Moreover, representative of the Morocco administration have high position within the Union and have assumed every responsibilities within the Council and international confidence of ITU.

Currently Morocco is actively involved in the implementation of the global cybersecurity agenda, of ITU and particularly in question 22.

Earlier related to securing information and communication networks, best practices developing culture of cybersecurity.

During the first meeting on 23rd September, 2010, it was decided that the contribution of Morocco and implementation of the governance of National cybersecurity for developing countries, would be used as the basis for discretion for the next period 2011‑2014.

And representative of Morocco was appointed of this question 22.

Our determination to continue on this path we are confident on your support of the continuing of Morocco to the ITU Council and nomination of Mr. Mustapha Bassi on the Board.  

We wish all the success to this conference and thank you very much.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Morocco.

Now I think there is a historic moment that we have to take in to account here because our recent member Timor‑leste is going to seek to address the Union for the first time.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Timor‑Leste:  His Excellency, Secretary‑General, Excellencies, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It's with great privilege and honor for us in the Democratic republic of Timor‑Leste to be here at the Plenipotentiary conference as the 192nd Member State of the ITU.

Our membership in this union was made possible as an assistant from the ITU's programs which led to the development of various regulation, telecommunication sectors.

We are here filled with admiration and appreciation, known to be as a new member of the International Telecommunications Union.

It is our desire to listen to different discussions on recent developments in the field of ITU sectors and telecommunications.

Timor‑Leste, one of the youngest nations in the world has achieved independence in 2002, however, recognize the need to deliver information not just nationwide but also overseas by providing reliable communication facilities.

Have vital choice in the path from poverty and fragility to progressive economic society.

We are no exception.

Timor‑Leste achieve independence only one that is marked with challenge, success and failures as 1.1 million people in 15,000 square kilometers of land, in to a united nation.

The primary component for integrating population is attached to the undertaking and will not be easy because the mountainous terrain presents challenges in connecting its people.

In order to make progress that the need for exchange of information and international connectivity.

The urgency of need and lack of technical know‑how and experience and privileges dealing led Timore‑Leste for sole provider for the provision of telecommunication services.

It became evident also to the government that it must have clear defining strategy for the communication sector in the country and to focus on sectors where there is lack of technical capacity.

It must also maintain the delicate balance between rates, level of service and capacity and affordability of service to the users.

This problem to the government to plan for the liberalization.

It is our advocacy bring fresh innovative service to the market to ensure that country moves to the forefront of information technology and telecommunication development in the region.

It's our desire that the quality of service of telecommunication network in Timore‑Leste will be world class with such coverage not simply limited to the population coverage but also the geographic coverage in the coverage and in building coverage.

It will meet international best practices in terms of core successes.

The realization of the importance of telecommunication to improve connectivity within the country to promote social economic development.

Our mobile telephone service, fixed telephone and transmission backbone still need development.

The reason we need to have extensive network coverage with the latest technology by having network capacity, the network equipment with the most up‑to‑date features our desire and vision for this sector.

Our presence here show our commitment in the International Telecommunication Union.

Let me express our gratitude for this opportunity to share our humble experience on the telecommunication industry in Timore‑Leste.

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all Member States of ITU.

We are able to listen to various experiences and brought our prospective to us.

Finally to the International Telecommunications Union, government of Mexico and organization and people who made possible the success and fulfillment of this Plenipotentiary Conference once again, thank you.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Timore‑Leste.

We welcome you as a member of the International Telecommunications Union family.

Secretary‑General has few words he'd like to say as well.

>> H. Touré: I just want to say again welcome to Timore‑Leste as 192nd member of the union.

You are welcome in this family, we have been working together for ‑‑ since your independence in many development issues and now we are pleased that you are formally a member of this union.

Welcome.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Secretary‑General.

I will return to the list now and give the floor to the delegation of Philippines, please.

>> Representative From Philippines:  Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. Secretary‑General, Your Excellencies, distinguished

Guests, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mexico and the beautiful City of Guadalajara for this very successful hosting of the Plenipotentiary conference.

It is with great pleasure that I share with you how the Philippines has benefited greatly from the increased deployment, adoption and use of ICT.

The advances in ICT is very evident in the telecom sector. As you know, the Philippines has adopted a pro‑competition policy.

Existing operators have invested heavily in the sector and deployed or expanded their network and are planning to do so for broadband services using several broadband technologies. They already offer a variety of innovative broadband services, including pre‑pay options and bundled services with PCs and laptops for first‑time users.

In terms of national broadband infrastructure, the Philippines is one of the few countries in the world that has a competitive fibre‑backbone infrastructure. Around 80% of the country's 80 provinces have fibre‑based infrastructure of at least one operator and around 50% of the provinces have at least two operators.

On the last mile, these operators are also aggressively building out their fixed wireless broadband solutions.

The presence of broadband infrastructure, coupled with the country's abundant and globally competitive workforce, were instrumental in the development of the Next Wave Cities, or cities ready to host the Information Technology‑ Business Process Outsourcing industry.

It is estimated that about 20% of the industry is now located outside the main metropolitan areas of Manila and Cebu and we expect this trend to continue to increase.

The expansion of Next Generation Networks and broadband telecommunications infrastructure will encourage  ICT usage, will improve ICT pervasiveness and will promote active participation of Filipino citizens as a member of the international community.

We are glad to participate in the ITU Study on NGN Planning and Migration Strategies Case Studies to show what the Philippines is doing in terms of NGN.

The mobile telecommunications sub‑sector continues to grow as telecom operators have been deploying more cellsites and migrating their networks to 3G and 3G plus in order to offer high speed mobile Internet.

We have seen the availability of more mobile handsets, even a local brand that bundled the mobile terminal with local digital content, including social studies‑related content and music.

We have also seen the increasing preference in using the mobile phone as a payment mechanism for e‑commerce.

We believe that with public private sector partnership, the Philippines will continue to improve on its state of ICT.

In line with the ITU's Connect a School Connect a Community Program, we, the Philippine Commission on Information and Communications Technology has been implementing the Community e‑Center Program to increase citizen access to ICT in rural areas.

A community e‑center is a self sustaining shared facility providing affordable access to ICT‑enabled services and relevant content.

We have also established the Philippine Community e‑Center Network, our multi‑sectoral partner in the implementation of the Philippine CeC Program.

Now boasts of over 400 organizational members.

It also established, in partnership with the global telecenter organization, called telecentre.org, a Philippine CeC Academy as its capability building arm.

I am very pleased to share with you that the Philippines has been selected to chair and host the global telecentre.org program.

We are also delighted to participate in a project jointly undertaken by the ITU and the Asian Development Bank to document rural ICT development case studies.

In addition, we the Commission on ICT, in collaboration with our Department of Education, universities and colleges as well as non‑government and private sector organizations, continues to establish computer labs with Internet access in each of the Philippines' 6,000 public high schools, spread across our 7,100 islands.

We have also established 

Digital opportunity centers to continuously cater to the different marginalized sector, such as persons with disability and out‑of‑school youth, teaching them the basic ICT literacy using Free and Open Source Software.

We even have a call center for the blind program.

We thank the ITU for its assistance in the development and delivery of ICT training tools to promote livelihood of rural women, which was piloted in a province frequently visited by tropical storms or typhoons.

The Philippine government in consultation with stakeholders in both the public and private sectors is currently in the process of formulating a successor roadmap or the Philippine Digital Strategy for the years 2011‑2016 to further harmonize our efforts in setting future directions and implementing projects in the years to come.

We are pleased to partner with ITU in a project that will develop and maintain ICT indicators to measure ICT development in the Philippines. These indicators guide us in setting our targets and objectives as well as the means to monitor the implementation and effectiveness of our strategies and programs.

We will pursue the adoption and use of ICT as one of the strategic solutions to improve governance and alleviate poverty, as our President Benigno S. Aquino III  has pointed out as one of his priorities.

We shall continue programs and projects that will provide access to easy, low‑cost or even free, and reliable ICT in order to reach the goal of having ICT for all.

We believe that the installation and operation of inter‑operable e‑Government systems, which run across multi‑agencies and different sectors is key for transparency and credibility as they would streamline workflows and enhance accountability, 

And interoperability.

With our modest enhances in ICT we'd like to share our thoughts and ideas and continue to serve the ITU as a member of the Council.

We do hope you can vote for the Philippines again.

We look forward to continue working with all of you with renewed passion and vigor in effecting changes that would bring out the best in the ITU.

Thank you very much and as we say in our national language, Mabuhay! 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Philippines.

The next speaker the Delegation of Australia.

>> Representative From Australia, Mr. Chairman, Secretary‑General, Your Excellencies ladies and gentlemen. 

Good afternoon, it is a pleasure to be here.

Can I begin by congratulating you, Mr. Chairman, on your election to this important role for the Conference.

I would also like to thank you for the gracious hospitality you have extended to all members of the Australian delegation since our arrival in Mexico.

Needless to say, we are delighted to be here in Guadalajara to participate in this key event for the ITU.

You have a beautiful city, and with the warm climate and friendly people the Australian delegation feels most welcome. Thank you again.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is also my pleasure to extend a very warm welcome to the newest Member State of the ITU, Timor‑Leste.

Timor‑Leste is one of Australia's

Closest neighbors and a fellow member of the Asia‑Pacific Telecommunity.

We welcome East Timor to the ITU, and trust that she will benefit, as we have done, from participation in the ITU community.

Australia places great value on its involvement with the ITU.

Governments past have been participating in the ITU, and its predecessors for more than 130 years.

We maintain a strong commitment to the Union, and believe in the importance of its role in supporting cooperation across national borders on telecommunications and radiocommunications matters.

One of the key challenges we face as representatives of Governments is how to ensure all our citizens are able to participate in the digital economy.

The digital economy is the economy of the future.

It is an economy that is not restricted by location or socio‑economic status.

All of us are approaching this opportunity in different ways, suited to our unique geographies, economies and societies.

However, what underpins these different approaches is a common vision to ensure we achieve the full benefits of the communications revolution, both nationally and globally.

Australia is tackling this challenge head on with the roll out of a National Broadband 

Network that will result

In high‑speed connectivity for every Australian home, workplace and school.

The NBN is a Government funded project which will connect 93% of Australians with fiber to the premises technology.

The project will contain over 8 years. 

The remaining 7% will receive high‑speed broadband using a combination of next‑generation wireless and satellite.

This network is designed to deliver better services, better prices and new applications for every Australian, no matter where they live.

Australia is a land of vast distances and a relatively small population that results in a population density of less than three people per square kilometer.

The great potential of broadband for Australia is therefore to overcome this tyranny of distance.

I know that the same is true for many other countries represented at this conference.

The promise of broadband is more than just that however.

Broadband is a technology that will enable digital platforms to break down economic, geographic and social barriers, leading to improved economic development and the realization of social benefits in our communities.

The digital economy promises to contribute to global transformation in every field and every sector.

Australia shares the commitment of the ITU Development sector to realizing the social and economic benefits promised by access to communications for all people on an equitable basis.

And, importantly, in those critical times of disaster when telecommunications can help save lives.

Part of Australia's annual contribution to the ITU goes to the ITU Development sector to provide direct country assistance to countries in need in our region.

We are indeed fortunate to see the results that this contribution makes to a number of countries.

The digital future, of course, is not without its challenges.

The ITU Plenipotentiary Conference is a key event at which we can all help to secure the future role of the ITU, and its ability to support the development of telecommunications worldwide.

It is also an important event for us to reach agreement and build a consensus on the proper role of the ITU in responding to some of the emerging challenges.

Australia welcomes the opportunity that this conference provides to plan for the future of the ITU for the next quadrennium and beyond.

We are also grateful for the excellent opportunity it gives us to broaden our engagement with all the countries represented here, as together we look ahead to the realization of our shared vision for a world transformed by access to technology for all its citizens.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Australia.

I will now give the floor to Germany.

>> Representative From Germany:  Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. 

First of all, please allow me to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman,

On your election as chair of the

ITU Plenipotentiary Conference. I am convinced that under

Your competent chairmanship we will achieve the objectives of

This conference successfully and efficiently.

I am particularly grateful to the Mexican government for taking on the task of organizing this important conference.

We will had the opportunity to enjoy your hospitality in the past days, for instance at the

Reception by the much for that!

Germany is one of the founding members of the ITU and as

Such has contributed to shaping the organization since its

Inception.

Solving complex technical issues, balancing political interests and international solidarity have always been the core Objectives of the ITU.

Even today, in an entirely different environment, these targets are still valid.

During the first years of the ITU until a bit more than 10 years ago, telecommunications was exclusively a government matter in nearly all countries. Today, however, telecommunication Networks and services are mainly offered by private companies.

Of course, these changes in the division of labor between

Governments and companies have had an impact on

Intergovernmental organizations like the ITU.

While in the past, governments were able to determine operational demands and standards and, consequently, could decide on the introduction of new services, today it is the

Companies which take these decisions.

In this changed environment, the new role of governments and

Thus of the ITU is no longer to focus on operational issues but to create framework conditions. In addition, there is a large

Number of private and governmental organizations which work on specific telecommunications issues. Therefore, it is not

Enough for governments to be engaged in intergovernmental

Organizations like the ITU.

In order to appropriately represent their interests, they must also work with private sector‑led organizations.

Ladies and Gentlemen, since the advent of telephony in the late 19th century until the

'80s of last century, telecommunications was almost

Synonymous with telephony.

This has changed dramatically in the past ten to 15 years.

Today, communications are of a higher quality and, at the same

Time, are available in a greater variety and at much lower fees.

This a big success for all of us who made these improvements

Possible!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Germany has worked within the ITU for over 130 years and we

Want to continue this tradition in the coming four years.

Germany is therefore candidate for the ITU Council for Region

B.

In this regard, I kindly ask you to place your trust in us.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Germany and thank you very much to everybody who has attended the plenary today.

You've allude us to conclude perfectly on time.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

We've achieved the result I think all of us were hoping for.

With that, we have concluded the list of the speakers who were to address the plenary on behalf of their countries this afternoon.

Thank you very much, everybody, for your cooperation.

That concludes our work for this afternoon.

I would just like to ask the assembly whether anyone has any other matter they would like to raise before I formally conclude the meeting?

I believe the Chairman of Committee 4, then, has a few words she'd like to say, go ahead, please.

>> Chairman of Committee 4:  Yes, thank you very much.

We would like to have our first meeting of Committee 4 right now here in this room, if possible.

Thank you, Sir.

It will be a very brief meeting.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Yes, with pleasure, Chairman.

At any moment, I will turn the microphone over to you, and you will then be able to hold the first meeting of your Committee.

Thank you.

Any further points anyone wishes to raise before I close the meeting?

It would appear not.

In that case, thank you.

It is 5:29 precisely.

So we are ending bang on time.

No, we are not because we have a statement from the French Delegation.

France, please.

>> Representative From France:  Yes, thank you, Chairman.

I would just like to indicate to all of the Delegates at this August assembly that we extend an invitation to every one of them to the hotel Intercontinental Presidente at 6:00 p.m. and there are buses waiting for you already just outside the doors of this conference center.

Thank you, Sir.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, thank you for reminding us.

If there are no further requests for the floor, it is now 5:30, and I adjourn this 4th session of the plenary.

We will see you tomorrow at 9:30 to continue with the work of the plenary.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

[ End of Session ]
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