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article 31a (cv)

Status of Observers in Conferences, Council, Assemblies 
and Other ITU Meetings

	ARB/52/128
ADD
CV339A
	
1
Entities that may attend conferences, council, assemblies and other ITU meetings as observers, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention, shall not be entitled to submit proposals.

	
	Reasons:
Wording of CV320.
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2
1)
A Member State attending the Council meetings in accordance with No. 60A of this Convention shall have the right:

•
to make contributions, including proposals, provided that these 
contributions, as well as those contributions and proposals of other 
Member States not members of the Council, reach ITU enough in 
advance of the Council session in order to permit their translation, 
printing and dispatch to Council members; and
•
to participate in the working groups of the Council. 

	
	Reasons:
The question of contributions to Council by Member States not members of the Council needs to be clarified through this provision.
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2)
Following a request to the Chairman of the Council, and subject to the absence of any objection, they may intervene in the Council meeting.

	
	Reasons:
There may be situations where an observer, after having explained the reason of his request, can intervene. However, in case a Council Member considers that the intervention of the observer may affect the debate in the Council, he should be given the possibility to object to it.
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3
A Member State not pertaining to a region for which a regional conference is convened, participating in the conference as observer in accordance with No. 282 of this Convention, may make contributions without proposals and participate in the debate without the right to vote.

	
	Reasons:
There may be situations where this Member State needs to communicate to the conference the consequences of the conference decisions on its stations.
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4
Sector Members participating as observers in a plenipotentiary conference in accordance with No. 262A of this Convention or a radiocommunication conference in accordance with No. 280 do not have the right to vote, to participate in the debate or to present contributions to the conference or its committees.

	
	Reasons:
This is the normal status of an observer.
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5
Provision to be developed in the light of PP decision on the status of Sector Members as observers in the Council.
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6
Participation of Sector Members of a sector, as observers, in the assembly or a conference of another sector, shall be limited to the committees of that assembly or conference. They may make contributions without proposals, subject to the agreement of the chairman of the assembly or conference.

	
	Reasons:
Comes from § 32 of the Rules of Procedures.
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7
The United Nations, a specialized agency of the United Nations, the International Atomic Energy Agency, a regional telecommunication organization, or an intergovernmental organization operating satellite systems may send observers to participate, in an advisory capacity, in a plenipotentiary conference, the Council, a radiocommunication conference, a world conference on international telecommunications, a conference or a meeting of a Sector. They may make contributions at the request of the chairman of the meeting and may participate in the working group of the Council.

	
	Reasons:
In order to exercise their advisory role, it should be clearly stated that they may make contributions. When the matter is examined by a working group of the Council, and such a contribution exists, the observer should have the possibility to participate in the debate.
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6
The Secretary-General shall assemble and coordinate the pro​posals received from Member States and shall communicate them to Member States as they are received, but in any case at least two months before the opening of the conference. Elected officials and staff members of the Union shall not be entitled to submit proposals.

	
	Reasons:
See ADD CV339A.
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Observer: A person sent by:

(
the United Nations, a specialized agency of the United Nations, the International Atomic Energy Agency, a regional telecommunication organization, or an intergovernmental organization operating satellite systems, to participate in a plenipotentiary conference, a conference or a meeting of a Sector,

(
an international organization to participate, in an advisory in a conference or a meeting of a Sector,

(
the government of a Member State to participate in a regional conference, or

(
a Sector Member referred to in Nos. 229 or 231 of the Convention or an organization of an international character representing such Sector Members,

in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Convention. The status of each of them is specified in Article 31A of this Convention.

	
	Reasons:
The status of these observers is specified in ADD Article 31A of this Convention, depending on the meeting in which they participate.
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§ 32 of the Rules of Procedure.

	
	Reasons:
See ADD CV339G.


