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-
Member States and Sector Members of ITU

-
Organizations which have the right to attend ITU conferences and meetings as observers


	Subject:
	Third World Telecommunication Policy Forum


Dear Sir/Madam,

Further to my circular letters DM-1187, DM-1180, DM-1177 and DM-1167, concerning the third World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF-01), I am pleased to send you the draft agenda Forum, which will take place at the Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG) from 
7-9 March 2001. 

The Forum will be preceded by an Information Session to be held on 6 March 2001. The purpose of the information session is to provide background presentations and discussions on the main topics of the forum, including the presentation of commissioned case studies. The draft programme of the Information Session is also enclosed. For additional background information, please see the website at: www.itu.int/wtpf.

The report of the Secretary-General (enclosed) will serve as the sole working document of the Policy Forum. This final report incorporates written comments received from the Membership, as well as discussions that took place at the meeting of the informal group of experts (IEG) convened in November 2000 and January 2001 pursuant to Council Decision 498. Annexed to the report are three draft opinions that have been prepared by rapporteur groups within the IEG. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who served on the IEG. Without the help of experts from the membership, the work of the ITU would not advance.


Given the importance of IP Telephony, we are expecting a large audience for WTPF-01.  I would therefore recommend that you compete the attached registration form and transmit it to the Union at your earliest convenience, if you have not already done so. It is also strongly advised that you make your hotel and travel arrangements to attend the Policy Forum as soon as possible.  A list of area hotels is posted on the website for WTPF-01 at: www.itu.int/wtpf/practical.

../..

Finally, I should like to appeal to the Union's membership as well as to all other interested parties to make voluntary contributions towards covering the costs of the Forum and assisting representatives from the least developed countries (LDCs) to take part. Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further information you may require.  I look forward to welcoming you at the third Policy Forum.

Yours sincerely,

(signed)

Yoshio UTSUMI
Secretary-General

Annexes:
· Final Report of the Secretary-General, including draft Opinions

· Draft agenda of WTPF-01, 7-9 March 2001

· Draft Programme of the Information Session, 6 March 2001
· Registration form
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Draft agenda

1
Inauguration of the third World Telecommunication Policy Forum

2
Election of the Chairman

3
Opening remarks and presentations

4
Organization of the work of the Forum

5
Presentation of the Secretary-General's report

6
Discussion of the Secretary-General's report

7
Consideration of draft opinions

a) the general implications of IP Telephony for the ITU membership with respect to: the telecommunications policies and regulations of ITU Member States;  the implications of IP Telephony for developing countries, particularly with respect to policies and regulatory frameworks, as well as technical and economic aspects;  the impact of IP Telephony on the operations of Sector Members, notably in terms of the financial challenges and commercial opportunities it presents;

b) actions to assist Member States and Sector Members in adapting to the changes in the telecommunication environment due to the emergence of IP Telephony, including analysing the current situation (e.g., by case studies) and formulating possible cooperative actions involving ITU Member States and Sector Members to facilitate adaptation to the new environment;

c) actions to assist Member States and Sector Members in meeting the human resource development challenges presented by new telecommunication technologies such as IP Telephony, in particular, skills shortages and the need for education, and technology transfer.
8
Adoption of the Chairman's report and opinions

9
Other business

10
Closure of the third World Telecommunication Policy Forum
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