Guidelines for the remark of Mr. Horibe, the chairman (Draft)
 [Opening remark]
I would like to extend my heartfelt welcome to all of the participants in this strategic dialogue by high-level experts from around the world in the presence of His Excellency, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, ITU Secretary-General, and His Excellency, Mr. Kunio Hatoyama, Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications. It is my great honor to act as the chairman of this symposium, and I sincerely hope to make the sessions in the next couple of days truly fruitful ones.
As the Internet has become more and more popular among people, illegal and harmful information is being widely distributed even beyond national borders. Today, countries around the world share the common political goal of protecting young people from harm, and help young people acquire tools to use the Internet appropriately. I believe that it is very important for us to strongly promote international cooperation in this area in the years to come so that best practices can be shared and educational activities can be spread among countries around the world.
In April of this year, in light of the proposal that Japan had made, the ITU-WTPF adopted an opinion, which included a suggestion for sharing of information regarding measures against illegal and harmful information published on the Internet. It is my understanding that today’s strategic dialogue symposium is organized in response to this opinion. At the APEC and OECD joint symposium, which was held in Singapore in April of this year, there was a lively exchange of opinions between experts on this agenda of the protection of young people on the Internet. It is timely and indeed significant that we can have this session by the leadership of ITU at this time.
I will briefly touch upon the APEC-OECD joint symposium held in Singapore. In addition to APEC economies, organizations such as OECD, European Council, INHOPE and countries such as Egypt were also participants in the APEC-OECD joint symposium on initiatives among Member economies promoting a safer Internet environment for children.
     In this joint symposium, it was pointed out that, for the purpose of protecting young people online, what was needed was not the one and only solution, but rather a comprehensive approach to the solution, including legal and technological responses and user education. Among these, law enforcement was considered to be particularly important. Important, also, was the involvement of various stakeholders— the cooperation of the public and private sectors as well as international cooperation. It was also pointed out that, in responding to actual cases, we must be aware that children are more knowledgeable in this area than adults, and that a child can be not only a victim, but also an offender. And the OECD will examine its agenda by keeping the results of this symposium in mind.
In Japan, with the popularization of mobile phone, we saw increasing number of cases of victimization of young people through the Internet connection by mobile phones, which is a personal media. As a result, we have taken multitudes of pioneering measures, which included promotion of introduction of filtering service, and improvement of services of mobile phones, and increased effort in the Internet literacy education directed to young people by telecommunication operators and so forth.
     Experts and specialists from the Japanese academia and industry are participating in today’s sessions, so I believe they will introduce you to the initiatives and ideas like these. So, I hope that diverse ideas and initiatives will be shared among stakeholders in all nations from around the world.
