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Title: Africa's Digital Roadmap to 2035: Implementing WSIS+20 Outcomes, Advancing Agenda 2063 and Accelerating Inclusive Digital Transformation
Organizers

South Africa, Nigeria, Egypt, Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda

Background

The conclusion of the WSIS+20 Review marks the beginning of a new phase in the global digital development agenda. Building on two decades of progress under the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), governments and stakeholders are now focused on translating the outcomes of the review into concrete actions that advance inclusive, people-centred and development-oriented digital transformation.

Across Africa, digital technologies are increasingly driving economic growth, innovation, public service delivery and social inclusion. Countries have expanded broadband networks, invested in digital public infrastructure, modernized government services and strengthened innovation ecosystems. These efforts have been supported by continental initiatives such as Agenda 2063, the African Union Digital Transformation Strategy for Africa, the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), and various regional and national digital development programmes.

Regional Telecommunication Organizations (RTOs), such as the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), also play a critical role in supporting Member States in implementing the WSIS Action Lines and the outcomes of the WSIS+20 Review. Positioned between global policy processes and national implementation efforts, RTOs help translate international commitments into practical regional initiatives that respond to Africa's priorities and realities.

Through regional cooperation frameworks, policy coordination, capacity-building programmes, knowledge-sharing platforms and multi-stakeholder engagement, organizations such as ATU assist countries in addressing common challenges and opportunities related to connectivity, resilient digital infrastructure, cybersecurity, spectrum management, digital inclusion and emerging technologies. They also provide platforms for African countries to exchange experiences, share best practices, develop common approaches and strengthen cooperation on issues of shared interest.

Despite significant progress, major challenges remain. Connectivity gaps persist, particularly in rural and underserved areas. Many countries continue to face constraints related to infrastructure investment, affordability, digital skills, cybersecurity, digital trust and the resilience of critical digital infrastructure. Climate-related risks, energy challenges and increasing dependence on digital systems further highlight the need for resilient and sustainable digital ecosystems.

As Africa looks beyond 2025 and towards 2035, there is an opportunity to develop a shared vision that aligns the WSIS+20 Outcomes, Agenda 2063, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Global Digital Compact and national digital priorities. This side event will provide a platform for dialogue on the partnerships, investments and policy actions required to develop Africa's Digital Roadmap to 2035 and accelerate the continent's digital transformation journey.

Objectives

The side event seeks to:

1. Explore what the WSIS+20 Outcomes mean for Africa's digital development priorities over the next decade.

2. Identify practical ways to align WSIS Action Lines, Agenda 2063, the Sustainable Development Goals, the Global Digital Compact and national digital strategies.

3. Discuss the key pillars that should underpin Africa's Digital Roadmap to 2035.

4. Share experiences, lessons learned and successful digital transformation initiatives from across the continent.

5. Strengthen collaboration among African Member States, Regional Telecommunication Organisations (RTOs), Regional Economic Communities (RECs), UNECA, the African Union Commission, development partners, the private sector, academia and civil society.
6. Highlight the role of Regional Telecommunication Organizations, including the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), in supporting implementation of the WSIS Action Lines and WSIS+20 Outcomes through regional coordination, policy harmonization, capacity development, knowledge sharing and multi-stakeholder engagement..

7.   Identify investment priorities and policy measures needed to accelerate digital transformation, digital inclusion and resilient digital infrastructure across Africa.

8.   Promote coordinated regional approaches to connectivity, digital public infrastructure, cybersecurity, emerging technologies and digital trust.

9.  Strengthen Africa's contribution to global digital governance, international digital cooperation and the implementation of global digital commitments

Expected Outcomes

The discussion is expected to contribute to a shared understanding of Africa's digital priorities beyond 2030 and help shape a common vision for the continent's Digital Roadmap to 2035.

Expected outcomes include:

· Clear recommendations to support implementation of the WSIS+20 Outcomes across Africa.

· Stronger alignment between Agenda 2063, the WSIS Action Lines, the Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Digital Compact.

· Identification of priority investments in connectivity, resilient digital infrastructure and digital public infrastructure.

· Enhanced cooperation on cybersecurity, digital trust and the protection of critical digital infrastructure.

· New opportunities for partnerships among African countries, regional organizations and international stakeholders.

· Practical policy recommendations to support inclusive and sustainable digital transformation.

· Stronger African engagement in global discussions on digital governance and cooperation.

Proposed Deliverable

Africa WSIS+20 and Digital Roadmap 2035 Communiqué

The side event will culminate in the development of an Africa WSIS+20 and Digital Roadmap 2035 Communiqué. The communiqué will capture key messages emerging from the discussion and outline priority areas for action at national, regional and continental levels.

It will highlight:

· Africa's priorities for implementing the WSIS+20 Outcomes.

· Strategic pillars for Africa's Digital Roadmap to 2035.

· Actions needed to expand connectivity and strengthen resilient digital infrastructure.

· Recommendations on digital public infrastructure, artificial intelligence and innovation.

· Priorities for digital skills development and capacity building.

· Approaches to strengthening cybersecurity, digital trust and data governance.

· Opportunities for investment, partnerships and regional cooperation.
· The role of Regional Telecommunication Organizations in supporting implementation of the WSIS+20 Outcomes and Africa's Digital Roadmap to 2035.
· Africa's priorities for future global digital governance and digital cooperation processes.
Alignment with WSIS Action Lines

The event contributes directly to:

C1: The Role of Governments and All Stakeholders

C2: Information and Communication Infrastructure

C3: Access to Information and Knowledge

C4: Capacity Building

C5: Building Confidence and Security in the Use of ICTs

C6: Enabling Environment

C7: ICT Applications for Development

C11: International and Regional Cooperation

Key Message

Africa's Digital Roadmap to 2035 presents an opportunity to translate the WSIS+20 Outcomes into meaningful action. Through stronger regional cooperation, resilient digital infrastructure, inclusive digital transformation and strategic partnerships, Africa can accelerate progress towards Agenda 2063 while strengthening its role in shaping the future of the global digital ecosystem. 
Regional Telecommunication Organisations, particularly the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), will play a critical role in supporting Member States through regional coordination, policy harmonisation, capacity development and multi-stakeholder collaboration to advance the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines and Africa's shared digital development priorities.
