
Protecting the ocean through AMPs,
which role can play the good communication to attain the objective of 30% of 

AMPs by 2030 ? 



Some impressive statistics: 90 
million tons of fish caught at sea 
each year; 65 million tons of fish 
and shellfish raised each year ... 

The sea is essential to feed 
humanity, hence the importance of 

preserving biological resources 
through sustainable exploitation.

However, seas and oceans are exposed to overexploitation of biological and mineral resources,
the effects of climate change, environmental degradation, ...............



The Sustainable
Development Goals
respond to the global
challenges we face,
including those related
to poverty, inequality,
climate, environmental
degradation, prosperity,
peace and justice. 17
interconnected goals
are to be achieved by
2030.



Some of the SDG 14 targets include: Target 14.5 -
Preservation of marine areas, described as 

follows:

Preserve at least 10% of marine and coastal areas, 
in accordance with national and international law 

and taking into account the best available 
scientific information

It's the Aichi Targets, agreed in 2011, for biological conservation and 
including 10% of coastal and marine areas protected by 2020.



(Akram Eissa Darwich, Ifaw, 2021)

Many of the Aichi Targets expired in
2020, and in 2018 the UN Convention
for Biological Diversity (CBD) began the
process of developing a new Global
Biodiversity Forum (GBF) for the decade
2021-2030.

The CBD proposes to protect at least 30% of the planet (land and sea) by 2030
to fight against the accelerated degradation of nature, according to the first
version of a text unveiled to the press in January 2021.



Since then, several alliances have been
created with the objective of protecting 30%
of the oceans by 2030.Some media retain on
the declarations of their government 30% of
protected areas (sea and land) by 2030.



Scientists sounding the alarm for these very ambitious targets and 
highlight failures of 2011 Aichi targets

At the opposite

The worrying situation of Mediterranean MPAs
At a time when some States are committed to protecting 30% of marine and coastal areas by 2030,
Marine Protected Areas represent around 8% of the Mediterranean basin and still too few of them are
managed effectively. For lack of sustainable funding and resolute collective management, many
Mediterranean MPAs are only "paper MPAs"



 Aleksandar Rankovic, researcher at Iddri (Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations), warns not
to focus only on the objectives: "Two additional aspects require our attention: that on the means and modalities of
implemented and that on the framework of transparency and responsibility “.

 Joachim Claudet, ecologist and research director at CNRS (France) conducted a study on MPAs in the Mediterranean Sea, 
and among its conclusions: if these areas cover 6.01% of the Mediterranean basin, only 0.23% of its surface benefits from 
'' real protection, 95% of MPA areas are not more regulated than outside waters.

 During an Online workshop about BBNJ (Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction) and 30% of MPAs by 2030, organized in 
February 2021 by IFAW and after presentation of the list of MPAs in the Middle East and North Africa region. Several 
questions were asked by participants such as:

 Is 30% nationally or globally?

 Are we going to consider as MPAs, only the areas defined as such in legal texts or any area subject to permanent or 
temporary closure in fisheries management plans for the preservation of fishery resources and biodiversity?



Morocco

Spain

Mauritania

 The 3 nautical miles band prohibited for trawling (i.e. 16,380 km2 on the Moroccan Atlantic 
coast)

 offshore areas permanently closed to certain trawl fishing activities.
 Spawning grounds and nurseries closed temporarily
 RAMSAR sites
 National parks
........ etc.
Can all these areas be included in the 30% of marine areas to be protected?



Other general questions,

What is the share of contribution of each state in the 30% of
global MPAs, in particular the poor countries whose economy is
based on fishery resources?



Hence the interest of: 

Communicate, share data, share information, collaborate, 
coordinate, monitor .....

To achieve the objective of 30% of MPAs by 2030
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