
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Irini S. Reljin 

Assistant Minister, Ministry For Trade, Tourism and telecommunication, 

Department for Electronic Communication – Serbia  

 

Irini S. Reljin received the B.Sc., M.Sc. and the Ph.D. degrees from the University of Belgrade, 

Belgrade, Serbia, all at the School of Electrical Engineering, major Telecommunications, being 

a full professor there. She is a Senior Member of the IEEE, member of the SMPTE (Society of 

Motion Pictures and Television Engineers) and several other telecommunication societies. Her 

main interest is in the field of telecommunications and signal/image/video processing, including 

the use of fractal and multifractal analysis. She has authored several textbooks and book 

chapters and more than 300 papers. She has been lead guest editor for special issue of Wiley 

Hindawi scientific journal Complexity. She has been responsible for developing the Terrestrial 

Broadcasting Digital Switchover Strategy in the Republic of Serbia, as well as for technical issues 

regarding the digital switchover project, including the digital dividend planning and broadband 

strategy. Irini Reljin is Assistant Minister for Electronic Communications in the Ministry for Trade, 

Tourism and Telecommunications, Republic of Serbia. 

 

 

 

 



 

Masanori Kondo 

Deputy Secretary General, Asia-Pacific Telecommunity 

 

Masanori Kondo is the Deputy Secretary General of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) 

since February 2015 (in his second term from 2018). Before he joined to APT, he had been 

working at Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC), Japan for about 25 years 

and built his career as an Expert on International Affairs in the field of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT), including Senior Director for International Economic Affairs, 

Senior Director for International Cooperation Affairs and Assistant Director General for 

International Affairs etc. 

He holds B.A. in Economics from Keio University and MSc. in Economics from the London School 

of Economics (LSE). He also served as visiting scholar in several universities in Japan and U.S.A 

including Keio University (2013) and Harvard University (Weatherhead Center for International 

Affairs, 2004). 

 

 



 

Robert Pepper 

Head of Global Connectivity Policy and Planning, Facebook 

 

Robert Pepper helps lead Facebook’s connectivity and technology policy activities focusing on 

new technology development, deployment and adoption.  Pepper previously was Cisco’s Vice 

President for Global Technology Policy for more than a decade working with governments 

across the world helping them develop their digital strategies and address areas such as ICT 

and development, broadband plans, IP enabled services, wireless and spectrum policy, the 

Internet of Things, security, privacy as well as Internet governance.  

Pepper was Chief of the Office of Plans and Policy and Chief of Policy Development at the U.S. 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for 16 years beginning in 1989 where he helped 

develop policies promoting the development of the Internet, including decisions to not regulate 

the Internet as a telecommunications service, as well as leading teams designing and 

implementing the first U.S. spectrum auctions, implementing telecommunications legislation, 

and planning for the transition to digital television. 

Before joining the FCC, Pepper was Director of the Annenberg Washington Program in 

Communications Policy.  His government service also included Acting Associate Administrator 

at the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) and initiating a 

program on Computers, Communications and Information Policy at the National Science 

Foundation. 

His academic appointments included faculty positions at the Universities of Iowa, Indiana, and 

Pennsylvania, and as a research affiliate at Harvard University. He is on the board of the U.S. 

Telecommunications Training Institute and has chaired the U.S. Department of State’s Advisory 

Committee on International Communications and Information Policy and has served on the U.S. 

Department of Commerce’s Spectrum Management Advisory Committee and the UK’s OFCOM 

Spectrum Advisory Board. 

Pepper received his BA. and Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 



 

 

Vladimir Daigele 

Programme Officer – TND/BDT/ITU 

 

Vladimir Daigele is Programme Officer at ITU involved in ICT Infrastructure development 

initiatives. Projects include the establishment of Broadband Networks in developing countries 

and the Conformity and Interoperability (C&I) programme. He has experience from the private 

and public sectors. He worked for a national Telecommunication Regulatory Authority (Anatel) 

on ICT regulation, product compliance, and as a delegate in international fora. Mr. Daigele 

has a MSc. in telecom engineering and a Business Master in ICT Market Regulation by the 

University of Brasilia 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Désiré Karyabwite 

IP Coordinator – BDT/ITU 

 

Mr. Désiré KARYABWITE is the IP (Internet Protocol) Coordinator at the ITU, 

Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT). Since 1989, he has played a leading role in 

the field of technology transfer and in the Introduction of Internet/Intranet in High 

Technologies Enterprises in Switzerland and worldwide and especially in Developing Countries. 

In 1997, he started to work with the ITU as International Expert in the fields of 

telecommunication, IP-based Networks and management information systems for fixed and 

mobile networks. 

He is now managing IP activities and assisting developing countries worldwide in setting up 

and implementing policies and strategies of IP-based Networks, NGN, IPTV, VoIP (Voice over 

Internet Protocol) Triple, Quadri-Play technologies, SMART GRID communications, OTT and 

IoT. 

He has published several books and documents on strategies relating to modern IP-based 

communication and broadband access technologies. He has participated in international 

panels and organized IP Telephony, e-services applications and related events worldwide. 

Before joining ITU, he is former President and was active member of IDM (Ingénieurs du 

Monde, ITU Sector member), Internet Coordinator at Synergies Africa in Geneva, Switzerland. 

He also worked with Northrop Grumman, Maryland, USA, as Coordinator of “Air Traffic 

Management System and Radio Access”. He was the First CEO of Rwanda Information 

Technology Authority (RITA). 

He is from Rwanda and he is also a Swiss citizen and has a M.Sc (Master of Science) from 

Polytechnic Lausanne in Switzerland - (EPFL) as Electrical and Communication Engineer and he 

is also qualified in “Management of High Technologies” from EPFL. 


