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“ICT4SDG : Digital Economy for Development ”

Era of Digital for Economic Development and Inclusion



Program

16h30 : Session Introduction by Reine Essobmadje, Chair

16h45 : Betty Bonnardel-Azzarelli

17h : Guillaume Pahud

17h15 : Salma Abbasi

17H30 : Yvette Ramos 

17h45 : Questions from the audience

18h15 : End



Digital economy for

Development

The potential of digital economy has been widely spread among developed 
and developing economies.

Companies such as Facebook, Twitter, Uber are success stories and case 
studies that confirm the success of digital in 21st Century.

Moreover, it has induced social changes and transform the way humans 
are interacting with each other’s and citizens with their government. 
Nevertheless, Digital has set up several barriers:

• Language as first as to be digitally educated you must read and speak 
English (55% of all content on the internet)

• Digital literacy. If you are not a millennial, Generation X or Y, if you had 
known TV in black and white then you get it

• Digital access. On 40% of the population have access to the internet

• Digital economy. Despite Government effort to leverage the digital 
potential, the digital divide is still there but more over the digital 
dividend



Digital economy for

Development

World bank quote “Digital technologies have boosted growth, 
expanded opportunities, and improved service delivery. Yet their 
development benefits have fallen short and are unevenly 
distributed. For digital technologies to benefit everyone everywhere 
requires closing the remaining digital divide, especially in internet 
access. But to get the most out of the digital revolution, countries 
also need to work on strengthening regulations that ensure 
competition among businesses, adapting workers’ skills to the 
demands of the new economy, and ensuring that institutions are 
accountable” http://live.worldbank.org/world-development-report-
2016

As Governments are struggling to reap the digital dividends 
for everyone our workshop aims to set the floor for 
discussion, share some best practice’s and open discussion 
on building a successful Era of Digital for Economic 
Development and Inclusion

http://live.worldbank.org/world-development-report-2016


Digital economy for

Development

There is a strong relationship between digital literacy, digital inclusion and digital 
economy.

As we can observe, our society has been fragmented in digitally included and 
excluded people under the marketing terms of millennials or boomers.

World population is separated in digital native and others.

We aim to build wealth based on digital economy by fostering and financing 
innovation. 
In US Millennials (18-36) comprise 24% of the US population (77 million individuals), 
on par with Boomers (1946-1964) and Gen Z (born 1995-present);

Digital inclusion is something that need to be address seriously to ensure the digital 
transformation of our modern societies.

A successful digital economy is linked to a wide digital inclusion of citizens. To be 
able to achieve the digital inclusion, we need to ensure digital literacy for all

As today we measure digital access and other digital key factors. However, there is 
no index on Digital inclusion.



Digital economy for

Development

There is a need for a global digital inclusion index based on the 
following parameters:

 Digital Literacy 

 Used of digital economy

 Used of digital services

 Digital access

 Digital inclusion

Please join us in addressing the challenges of modern society digital 
transformation.

How to build a successful digital economy with more digital inclusion 
by leveraging digital literacy?
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Dr Salma Abbasi, 
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Chairperson and CEO, 
eWorldwide Group, an 
International development 
consulting firm,  UAE and Nigeria
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Digital Marketing
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Reine Essobmadje

Reine Essobmadje holds a Global Executive MBA from IE business school Spain with an additional 
program in Ethics & Corporate Governance from SMU Singapore. She is also an Engineer by training
(Master of sciences), graduated in 2004, from ECE Paris including an additional program in 
Management from Stafford University in UK. 

With a double culture (African and European) Reine advocate for the added value of ICT4Dev in 
various sectors (finance, education, agronomy...), while in parallel being involved in scientist and 
women organizations as reflected below: 

• Member of: 
– WFEO – WIE & CIC committee (World Federation of Engineering Organizations)

– EPWN – European Professional Women Network 

– INWES International Network of Women Engineers and Scientists

–

With the intent of using ICT to achieve the MDGs (Millenary Goal for Development) Reine is also the 
promoter of ICT days (annual free conference and training) under the brand name “ICT days Africa 
3.0” launched in Cameroon in 2010.  She is also co-organizer of the African Digital Woman Award 
patron by Dr Hamadoun Touré ITU SG.

As an Entrepreneur, she is the founder of Evolving Consulting in France and Cameroon.

The company covers ICT and telecommunications projects in Europe and Africa with the vision to adapt 
international best practices to each local context for prestigious customers like World Bank, ITU, ICT 
Ministries, Regulatory Board and private sector in France, Cameroon, Congo, Burundi, ...



Betty Bonnardel-Azzarelli

• Betty Bonnardel-Azzarelli is managing director of AB5 Consulting, a 
consulting company specialised in high technological sectors, 
including space, satellite, telecommunications, nuclear and 
transport. Betty works with satellite operators, the industry and UN 
Agencies. She attended the ITU WRC’15 conference last 
November and several international preparatory meetings. 

• Betty is a chartered engineer and a Prince 2 Practioner in project 
management. Her experience includes the management of 
complex international projects in the defence, nuclear, transport of 
dangerous goods and aerospace sectors. She holds two Masters in 
Science in aeronautical and space sciences and a MBA. 

• Betty is Vice-Chair of Women in Nuclear UK, a board member of 
the Society of Satellite Professionals International (SSPI) and board 
member of the International Women in Engineering and Science 
(INWES) Europe.



Guillaume Pahud

• Guillaume started his career in civil engineering, working on 
major constructions sites such as highways, ports and industrial 
areas, in France, Germany and Caribbean. Fascinated by 
innovation, he implemented vacuum consolidation sites, initiated 
technologies such as distant monitoring of construction sites, 
and developed finite elements modeling in soil mechanics. 

• Guillaume then moved to the highly traditional world of 
watchmaking, launching customer relationship centers, e-
commerce, actively participating to the digital transformation. He 
now is in charge of some of the new generic top level domains.

• He has 2 kids, lives and Geneva and enjoy running, skiing, and 
taking care of his children.



Dr Salma Abbasi

• Dr. Salma Abbasi is the Founder and CEO of the eWorldwide Group, an 
international consultancy company focusing in the area of security and 
development. She has over 30 years’ experience in the field of 
technology applications for sustainable development, innovation and 
economic empowerment, along with policy development and 
governance.  

• Dr. Abbasi is a graduate of Civil Engineering (BSc), Electrical 
Engineering (MSc) and has her PhD in Information Communication 
Technologies (ICT). This diverse engineering background has given Dr. 
Abbasi a unique foundation to innovatively resolve complex problems at 
both the strategic and tactical levels, in the Public and Private Sectors 
around the World. 

• A technologist and philanthropist, with a proven track record as a 
visionary leader with dynamic drive and positive energy, Dr. Salma 
Abbasi motivates both, professionals and the civil society. 



Yvette Ramos

Holds a Master’s degree in Science of Engineering –(Electronics Telecom) and a MBA (Human 

Resources and Change Management).

Over the last ten years, she had the chance to work with international teams, in the private and 

public sector, in the business and humanitarian environment. She holds the position of Expert at 

the specialized UN Agency ITU, the International Telecom Union, Development Bureau, and the 

World Meteorological organization, both with HQ in Geneva, Switzerland.

She is now Managing Director of an Intellectual Property Law firm based in Geneva since 2012.

Active member of the French Association of Women Engineers (FI) since 2003, the Portuguese 

Women in Science Association (AMONET) since 2007 and the International Network of Women 

Engineers and Scientists (INWES) since 2003 (sitting on Board of INWES as Director Western 

Europe since 2014), she has taken another challenge a few years ago as president of the Swiss 

Engineering Geneva chapter since 2011, being the First Women Engineer as president of this 

100 years old organisation.

Yvette is 45, married with three children.


