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Summary
The purpose of this contribution from the RCC to PP-26 is to promote the protection of the legitimate interests of developing countries and to support a balanced governance structure in the international ICT ecosystem. This initiative offers a constructive vision for the future of Resolution 146, based on the following principles: 
1	The need to preserve a comprehensive international legal framework 
The arguments of some countries in favour of ending this discussion overlook the objective reality that they are establishing their own regional, supranational and intergovernmental agreements outside the ITU framework. Ending the review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) could restrict the opportunity for a wide range of developing countries to participate fully in shaping global standards for cross-cutting technologies, such as artificial intelligence (AI), 5G/6G networks, and other emerging technologies, thereby risking a deepening of the technological divide.
2	The exercise of the legitimate rights of parties to an international treaty
While the lack of consensus within the Expert Group on the ITRs highlights the complexity of the task, it should not be used as justification for stopping the process. In accordance with the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, and the fundamental principles enshrined in the ITU Constitution, differences in opinion among individual participants must not restrict the right of the majority of Member States to develop and improve the Union's regulatory framework in line with their national priorities and the evolving technological environment. 
3	Ensuring the long-term effectiveness and mandate of ITU
References to current budgetary constraints require close analysis. Genuine organizational effectiveness lies not in refusing to consider contemporary challenges (such as regulating non-geostationary satellites, cross-border spam and risks related to AI) but rather in strategic planning. This contribution by the RCC proposes a clear, stepwise roadmap up to 2032 (WCIT‑32), which will enable the timely and rational allocation of the Union’s resources, without creating an undue financial burden. 
4	Ensuring genuine inclusivity and multilateral participation 
This initiative by the RCC is intended to strengthen the principle of inclusivity in ITU through a mechanism for granting fellowships to least developed countries. This will enable a significant expansion of the expert capacity of developing countries and will ensure that the high standards being developed are universal in nature and take account of the needs of States with different levels of digital development.
In the light of the foregoing, the authors of this contribution propose moving the discussion on the ITRs from disagreement to constructive multilateral dialogue and respect for the sovereign rights of States to technological development. Continuing this work is essential for preserving the status of ITU as the leading global regulator of international telecommunications. 


MOD	RCC/94A11/1
RESOLUTION 146 (REV. BUCHAREST, 2022 Doha, 2026)
Periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Article 25 of the ITU Constitution, on world conferences on international telecommunications (WCIT);
b)	No. 48 in Article 3 of the ITU Convention, on other conferences and assemblies;
c)	that recognizing e) of Resolution 4 (Dubai, 2012) of WCIT, on periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) states that "the ITRs consist of high-level guiding principles that should not require frequent amendment, but in the fast-moving sector of telecommunications/ICTs may need to be periodically reviewed";
d)	the final reports of the Expert Group on the ITRs (EG-ITR) (2014, 2018, 2022 and 2026),
resolves
to continue consideration of issues relating to the ITRs, including their review,
1	to revise the ITRs;
2	that a WCIT shall be convened, preferably immediately after the world telecommunication standardization assembly in 2032, on the basis of recommendations made during this ITR review process;
3	to approve the provisional agenda for WCIT, as set out in Annex 1,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to reconvene an EG‑ITR, open to the ITU Member States and Sector Members, with terms of reference, as proposed in Annex 2, and working methods as established byfor working groups of the ITU Council;
2	to submit the report of EG‑ITR on the outcome of the review to the Council for consideration, publication and subsequent submission to the 203026 plenipotentiary conference,
instructs the ITU Council
1	to review and revise, at its 202723 session, the terms of reference for EG‑ITR referred to in instructs the Secretary-General 1 above; 
2	to examine the reports of EG‑ITR at its annual sessions and submit the final report of EG-ITR to the 203026 plenipotentiary conference with the Council's comments,
instructs the Directors of the Bureaux
1	each within their field of competence, with advice, as appropriate, from the relevant advisory group, to contribute to the activities of EG-ITR, recognizing that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector has most of the work relevant to the ITRs;
2	to submit the results of their work to EG‑ITR in the form of contributions to meetings, with comments from the relevant advisory groups, where necessary;
3	to consider providing fellowships, where resources are available, for developing[footnoteRef:1]1 and least developed countries according to the list established by the United Nations, in order to widen their participation in the expert group, [1: 1 	These include the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.] 

invites Member States and Sector Members
to participate in and contribute to the activities of EG‑ITR,
invites the 2026 2030 plenipotentiary conference
to consider the EG‑ITR report and take necessary action, as appropriate.


Annex 1
Provisional agenda for WCIT-32
1	Opening of the Conference
2	Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Conference
3	Other administrative matters, including requests for participation received from international organizations, observers, etc.
4	Discussion and decisions regarding the structure of the Conference
5	Introduction of the report on the preparatory process and examination of the outputs of the preparatory process
6	Presentation of the reports on the ITRs by the Directors of the three Bureaux
7	Examination of proposals from Member States and the main regional telecommunication organizations
8	Discussion of the proposed revisions to the ITRs, as appropriate
9	Discussion of resolutions, recommendations, opinions and reservations, as appropriate
10	Adoption of the Final Acts of the Conference, including the revised ITRs, and resolutions, recommendations, opinions and reservations, as appropriate
11	Determination of the date of coming into force of the Final Acts of the Conference and, if necessary, the provisional application of certain part(s) of the Final Acts
12	Closure (including signing ceremony)


ANNEX 2
Terms of reference of the Expert Group on the ITRs
1	Take into account the results of the work carried out under Resolution 146 (Rev. Doha, 2026) and all contributions to this conference on the issue as baseline documents.
2	Study the ITRs and prepare recommendations on which provisions, if any, should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the ITU Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations.
3	Identify any duplication between the Constitution and Convention and the ITRs.
4	Prepare recommendations of required draft texts for amending the Constitution and Convention, if deemed appropriate.
5	Consider whether there is a need for new provisions in the ITRs, which should be dealt with at a world conference on international telecommunications.
6	Identify new issues, if any, that may be the subject of ITU Recommendations.
7	Identify which of the provisions of the ITRs most appropriately reside in treaty-level instruments or ITU‑T Recommendations.
8	Identify any operational provisions in the ITRs that could be adequately reflected in ITU‑T Recommendations, and advise on whether they might be removed from the ITRs.
9	Identify whether the text of any of the existing provisions of the ITRs should be changed or suppressed, in particular obsolete provisions, taking into account any changes in international telecommunications since 2012.
10	The review may include the identification, to the extent practicable, of how the ITRs are currently used by Member States or Sector Members (for example, which provisions countries and operators rely on for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of international traffic, timely payments, service provision, determining tax regimes, etc.).
11	If, in the course of the review of the current ITRs, topics are identified which are emerging telecommunication issues not currently covered in the ITRs, the Chair, on his or her own initiative may compile a list of such topics. This list can be forwarded to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) for any follow-up action.
12	Liaise with ITU‑R and ITU‑D, including ITU‑R study groups and ITU‑D programmes and initiatives.
13	Report to the Council annually on its progress with respect to the issues referred to above, including those conclusions of the group that could form the basis for the Recommendations of the three ITU Sectors.
14	Prepare, in cooperation with the Director of TSB, an interim report for presentation to the 2028 world telecommunication standardization assembly.
15	Prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2030 session of the Council, for transmission to the 2030 plenipotentiary conference.
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