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Summary
The Arab States Administrations propose a revision to Resolution 158 (Rev. Busan, 2014) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on financial issues for consideration by the Council. The proposed revision focuses on increasing and diversifying the Union's revenue. It refers to the ITU-wide resource mobilization strategy and to ITU's competitive advantages as the United Nations specialized agency for ICTs, instructs the Secretary-General to identify and assess revenue-generating activities and to report on progress through CWG-FHR, and instructs the Council to study mechanisms for greater financial stability and the future participation of Sector Members, Associates and Academia.
Action required
The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider this document and to approve the revision of Resolution 158 on financial issues for consideration by the Council, as set out in the Annex.


MOD	ARB/91A21/1
RESOLUTION 158 (REV. BUSAN, 2014Doha, 2026)
Financial issues for consideration by the Council
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Busan, 2014Doha, 2026),
considering 
a)	Article 28 of the ITU Constitution and Article 33 of the ITU Convention pertaining to the finances of the Union;
b)	the need to ensure that, in each biennial budget, revenue and expenses  are balanced;
c)	the rules, procedures and financial arrangements for voluntary contributions and trust funds as specified in Annex 2 to the ITU Financial Regulations,
noting
a)	the outcomes of the ITU Council Working Group for the elaboration of the draft strategic plan and the draft financial plan for 2016-20192028-2031;
b)	the cost implications for ITU as a result of the role it has acquired in following up and implementing the relevant outcomes of both phases of the World Summit on the Information Society;
c)	that there is a need to stabilize the elements of the financial plan during plenipotentiary conferences;
d)	that the financial revenue of the Union based on contributions by Member States and Sector Members has continued to decrease have followed a continuous and stable pattern with minor variations over the years;
e)	the need to increase the revenue of the Union, possibly through increasing the sources of revenue of the Union or developing additional new financial mechanisms,;
f)	the outcomes of the 2023 session of the ITU Council, where the secretariat will continue to refine the resource mobilization strategy, and invited the Secretary-General to report to the Council on the implementation of the ITU-wide resource mobilization strategy, as well as on how ITU could generate new revenue streams;
g)	that ITU, as the United Nations specialized agency for ICTs, enjoys many competitive advantages which could improve its financial resources, such as providing consulting and other related services in the field of telecommunications/ICTs, or leveraging its intellectual property rights,
noting further
the adoption of Resolution 151 (Rev. Busan, 2014) of this conference, on results-based management, 
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to study possible new measures to generate additional revenue for ITU;
1	to identify and assess potential revenue-generating activities, including, inter alia, publications, training and certification programmes, advisory and consulting services, partnerships, sponsorships and the appropriate use of ITU intellectual property;
2	to report on the outcomes of this study and recommend measures to the Council through the Council Working Group on Financial and Human Resources (CWG-FHR), on progress made in implementing the ITU-wide resource mobilization strategy, including expected revenues, associated costs and risks,
resolves to instruct the Council
1	to review the outcomes of CWG-FHR regarding possible new approaches to raising new revenues, and implement measures where appropriate, on a temporary basis, subject to review by the following plenipotentiary conference;
2	to study the possibility of establishing mechanisms to afford greater financial stability for the Union, and to make recommendations in that regard;
3	to review the current methodologies and study the development of a future vision for the participation of Sector Members, Associates and Academia in the activities of ITU, including, inter alia, analysis of the implications of various pricing methodologies, the current membership structure and the benefits and participation rights of Sector Members, Associates and Academia, ways of increasing participation among non-profit entities in the work of the Union, and the practice of exempting entities from membership fees;
4	to report to the next plenipotentiary conference with recommendations regarding actions that can be implemented on a longer-term basis, including any modifications to the relevant articles of the Constitution and Convention that may be required.
Reasons:	Contributions by Member States and Sector Members have remained stable with only minor variations, while the cost of the Union's activities, including its role in the follow-up to WSIS, continues to grow. New revenue sources and mechanisms for greater financial stability are therefore needed to keep each biennial budget balanced.
____________________
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
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