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1. General Observation
The Islamic Republic of Iran takes note of the interim report of the Secretary-General contained in Document PP26/70-E. The I.R. of Iran reaffirms its commitment to the purposes and principles of the International Telecommunication Union and to the protection of civilian telecommunications/ICT infrastructure in all Member States, without discrimination.
The report itself describes its findings as preliminary and states that they are based primarily on a review of publicly available information, with further data collection and analysis, including from primary sources, required to complete the assessment. The I.R. of Iran considers it essential that any conclusions concerning the extent, nature and causes of damage to civilian telecommunications/ICT infrastructure be based on reliable evidence, technical verification and, where appropriate, information obtained directly from the affected Member States.
2. Scope and Methodology of the Assessment
The report focuses on Bahrain, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates and Jordan, in accordance with Council Resolution 1436. The I.R. of Iran takes note of the scope of the mandate established by that resolution. This, however, does not prejudice Iran’s separate request for a technical assessment of the damage reported to its own civilian telecommunications/ICT and broadcasting infrastructure through the appropriate ITU procedures.
The geographical scope of this interim report should not be understood as implying that damage or humanitarian consequences affecting other Member States are less significant or do not merit appropriate consideration through the relevant procedures.
Despite the earlier request submitted by the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Secretary-General on 10 August 2026, the report does not address the reported damage to Iran’s telecommunications/ICT and radio and television broadcasting infrastructure. According to information provided by the I.R. of Iran in its supporting documentation, the reported damage affected a range of civilian telecommunications, broadcasting, satellite, public-sector and aviation communications infrastructure. The reported impacts include the following:
· Telecommunications infrastructure: Approximately 500 telecommunications sites, including mobile base-station sites, and more than 100 telecommunications centres were reportedly hit during the conflict.
· Satellite broadcasting: 39 satellite broadcasting stations reportedly sustained damage.
· Terrestrial broadcasting: 40 terrestrial broadcasting stations, including medium-wave (MW), FM and television stations, as well as associated microwave links, were reportedly completely destroyed. The resulting disruption reportedly affected access to timely public information and emergency broadcasting services for approximately 33 million people.
· Public-sector and ICT infrastructure: Damage was reported to buildings and facilities of several public-sector entities, including the Communications Regulatory Authority, the Iranian Space Agency, the Iran Telecommunication Research Center, the Telecommunication Infrastructure Company, the national postal administration and provincial ICT departments. Damage was also reported to space-related facilities and equipment.
· Civil aviation communications: Seven airport communications facilities reportedly sustained damage, affecting control-tower communications and remote-controlled air-to-ground communications systems.
· Private-sector ICT and digital services: Physical damage was also reported to telecommunications sites, towers, communication networks, data-centre facilities, and the premises and equipment of ICT and digital-economy businesses.
These reported impacts indicate that the damage extended across multiple layers of civilian communications infrastructure and services. The I.R. of Iran considers that an independent technical assessment should establish the extent of the physical damage, the resulting service disruptions, the populations affected and the implications for emergency communications, public safety and the continuity of essential services. 
The I.R. of Iran considers that the applicable decisions and mandates of the Union should be implemented objectively and without discrimination, while respecting the scope of each specific mandate. The I.R. of Iran therefore requests that its earlier request for a technical assessment be considered separately from the assessment mandated by Resolution 1436, through the appropriate ITU procedures.
The assessment of damage should also consider the consequences for human life and the continuity of essential services. While the report refers to the postponement of meetings and other disruptions, the impact of damage to telecommunications/ICT infrastructure on emergency communications, public safety, healthcare, access to safety-related information and other essential services should also be duly considered. The protection of human life and the continuity of essential services are central considerations in assessing the humanitarian and societal impact of such damage.
The I.R. of Iran also draws attention to the reported attack on the school in Minab and the resulting loss of civilian lives. The broader humanitarian consequences of the conflict, including effects on civilian communities and personnel performing essential public-service functions, should not be overlooked when considering the importance of protecting the infrastructure that supports public information, emergency communications and essential services.
The I.R. of Iran further notes reported impacts on telecommunications personnel and postal workers, whose work is essential to maintaining public communications and the delivery of services during emergencies. The assessment of infrastructure damage and service disruption should also take account of rural and underserved communities, including connectivity in villages with more than 20 households and efforts to reduce the digital divide.
3. Verification of Sources and Reported Information
The report explicitly states that it is based on "literature and desk review of publicly available information and data," and repeatedly refers to "media reports." 
Publicly available information and media reports may help identify incidents requiring further examination, but they should not substitute for technical verification. The report itself acknowledges that further data collection and analysis, including from primary sources, are required. The final assessment should distinguish clearly between reported incidents, information provided by interested parties, technically verified damage and findings that can be independently substantiated.
The same evidentiary standards should be applied consistently to information within the scope of the assessment. Where information is incomplete, disputed or not independently verified, the report should state these limitations clearly and avoid presenting preliminary indications as established technical findings.
4. Technical Assessment of Damage, Without Attribution of Responsibility
The role of the ITU in this context should be confined to the objective, impartial and evidence-based technical assessment of damage to telecommunications/ICT infrastructure and the resulting impact on the provision of services. The assessment should document the nature, extent and consequences of the damage, distinguishing verified findings from reported incidents.
The assessment should not seek to identify or accuse any State or other party as responsible for the damage, or make political or legal determinations concerning attribution of responsibility. It should remain focused on technical findings concerning damage and service impacts, in accordance with the applicable mandate and procedures of the Union.
5. The Right of the Islamic Republic of Iran to an Independent Technical Assessment
The Islamic Republic of Iran, as a Member of the ITU, has the right to expect that the Union will: 
(a) Conduct an independent technical investigation into the damage inflicted upon Iran's ICT and radio/television infrastructure, including transmitting stations, fiber-optic networks, data centers and broadcasting infrastructure;
(b) Assess, as appropriate, the number and types of affected telecommunications facilities, the extent of physical damage, impacts on service availability and resilience, consequences for affected communities and essential public services, and measures required for recovery and resilient reconstruction;
(c) Submit the findings to the appropriate ITU body through the applicable procedure;
(d) Apply transparent and consistent criteria when determining the scope of the assessment and the treatment of information received from affected Member States;
(e) Ensure that the assessment is conducted objectively, independently and without discrimination.
6. Request
The I.R. of Iran recalls that it previously addressed a request to the Secretary-General concerning the consequences of the conflict for its telecommunications/ICT infrastructure, with reference to Article 1 of the ITU Constitution and Resolution 34. The I.R. of Iran has not yet received a corresponding technical assessment or a substantive response clarifying the status and follow-up of that request.
The I.R. of Iran has expressed its readiness to cover the costs associated with the requested technical assessment. It therefore requests the Secretary-General to clarify the status of the earlier request, the reasons why the assessment has not yet been initiated, and the practical steps and indicative timeline for its consideration. Iran stands ready to cooperate with the Union and to provide relevant information and technical documentation through the appropriate channels.
The I. R. of Iran respectfully requests the Secretary-General to:
(a) Provide a substantive response on the status of Iran’s earlier request for a technical assessment of damage to its civilian telecommunications/ICT and broadcasting infrastructure, including the reasons why the assessment has not yet been initiated, the applicable procedure, the practical steps and indicative timeline for its consideration, and taking into account Iran’s readiness to cover the associated costs;
(b) Clarify the applicable procedure, practical steps and indicative timeline for considering and, as appropriate, initiating the requested independent technical assessment of Iran’s infrastructure;
(c) Ensure that publicly reported information is appropriately verified, that its evidentiary status and limitations are clearly indicated, and that consistent technical standards are applied to information considered in the assessment;
(d) Ensure that the assessment of infrastructure damage and service disruption duly considers impacts on human life, public safety, emergency communications, healthcare and the continuity of other essential services, including in rural and underserved areas;
(e) Take due account, as appropriate, of the reported impacts on civilian communities and on telecommunications and postal personnel, including the consequences for connectivity and efforts to bridge the digital divide.
7. Conclusion
Document PP26/70-E is an interim report whose stated methodology relies primarily on publicly available information and acknowledges the need for further primary-source data collection and analysis. The final report should provide an objective, impartial and evidence-based technical assessment of damage to telecommunications/ICT infrastructure and the resulting impact on services, clearly distinguishing verified findings from reported incidents and acknowledging the limitations of the available information. The role of the ITU in this context should remain focused on the technical assessment of damage and its consequences, without seeking to attribute responsibility to, or accuse, any State or other party.
These comments should be considered in conjunction with the proposals submitted by the I. R. of Iran to the Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 concerning “Assistance and Support to the Islamic Republic of Iran for the Recovery and Resilient Reconstruction of its Civilian Broadcasting and Telecommunication/ICT Infrastructure” and “Protection of civilian telecommunication/ICT infrastructure in situations of armed conflict”. These proposals address complementary aspects of protecting civilian infrastructure and responding to the consequences of damage, while respecting the scope of the respective mandates and procedures of the Union.
In this regard, the I.R. of Iran requests substantive follow-up to its earlier request to the Secretary-General for a technical assessment of the damage reported to its civilian telecommunications/ICT and broadcasting infrastructure. Such follow-up should clarify the status of the request, the applicable procedure, the reasons why the assessment has not yet been initiated, and the practical steps and indicative timeline for its consideration. The I.R. of Iran stands ready to cooperate with the Secretary-General and the relevant ITU bodies and to provide the necessary technical information through the appropriate channels.
The I.R. of Iran emphasizes that technical assessments of damage should be conducted objectively and without discrimination, with due consideration given to the consequences for human life, public safety, essential services and connectivity, including in rural and underserved areas. 
The I.R. of Iran looks forward to the completion of the report through a transparent and technically sound process, consistent with the applicable mandates and procedures of the Union.
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