ADD	ARB/91A40/1
Draft New Resolution [ARB-6]
Resilience of submarine telecommunication cables
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Article 1 of the Constitution, which tasks the Union with promoting international cooperation with a view to improving telecommunications and providing technical assistance to developing countries;
b)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the Strategic plan for the Union for 2024-2027;
c)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, relating to the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for humanitarian assistance and for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations, including health related emergencies, for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief;
d)	Resolution 130 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on strengthening the role of the ITU in establishing trust and security in the use of information and communication technologies;
e)	Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the use of telecommunications and information and communication technologies to reduce the digital divide and build an inclusive information society;
f)	Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, entitled "Strategy for coordinating efforts among the three Secotrs of the Union";
g)	the Baku Declaration and the Baku Action Plan adopted by the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Baku, 2025), in particular the ITU-D priority on "inclusive and secure telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development" and the regional initiatives for Africa and the Americas dedicated to resilient digital infrastructure,
considering
a)	that the vast majority of international data traffic (99 per cent) passes through submarine cables, on which the digital economy, financial services, health, education, and the functioning of public services depend;
b)	that submarine telecommunications cables and their landing stations are vulnerable to accidents and natural hazards, and that a single break can deprive a country, or a region, of a large/small part or all of its connectivity;
c)	that many developing countries, including the least developed countries, small island developing states and landlocked countries, have access to only a limited number of cables and landing points;
d)	that repairs often take a significant amount of time due to complex authorization procedures, lack of available ships or insufficient coordination between stakeholders;
e)	that clear, predictable and proportionate rules enable the acceleration of the deployment, maintenance and repair of cables, especially in emergency situations;
f)	that infrastructure redundancy and good incident preparedness are the basic elements of submarine cable resilience;
g)	that public authorities, regulators, submarine cable operators and repair companies must work together to better anticipate and manage risks,
recognizing
a)	the work accomplished by the International Advisory Body on the Resilience of Submarine Cables created in 2024, and the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC), whose final report and recommendations were approved in July 2026;
b)	the commitments made at the International Submarine Cable Resilience Summits held in Abuja in 2025 and in Porto in 2026, and the outcomes thereof;
c)	Opinion 3 of the 2026 World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum on the resilience of telecommunications/ICTs, and the substantive discussions held at the Forum on the resilience of telecommunication/ICT infrastructures;
d)	the work already conducted by the study groups of the three Sectors on submarine cables, the protection of infrastructures and emergency telecommunications,
taking into account
a)	the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea which defines the obligations and sovereignties of States concerning the laying, maintenance and protection of submarine cables;
b)	the diversity of legal, economic and geographical environments of the Member States,
resolves
1	that the Union continues its efforts on the resilience of submarine telecommunications cables;
2	to encourage the voluntary implementation of the recommendations of the International Advisory Body on the resilience of submarine cables, taking into account the legal, economic and geographical environment of each country and each region;
3	to pay particular attention to the needs of developing countries regarding redundancy of international access routes and repair capacities;
4	that the actions taken under this resolution respect the sovereignty of Member States;
5	that information exchanges are carried out on a voluntary basis, respecting national security imperatives and trade secrets;
6	that the Union should continue to support and facilitate the work of the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience, established in 2024 in partnership with the International Cable Protection Committee, in advancing implementation and international cooperation on submarine cable resilience,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to establish a mechanism to facilitate the voluntary implementation and monitoring of the recommendations of the Advisory Body;
2	to coordinate the activities of the three Sectors on the resilience of submarine cables;
3	to facilitate dialogue between Member States and repair companies on authorizations and incident management;
4	to report to the Council on the implementation of this resolution and to present a report at the next Plenipotentiary Conference;
5	to continue to support and facilitate the work of the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience, including through coordination, international cooperation with other relevant organizations of the United Nations system, and implementation support;
6	to monitor reported submarine cable incidents and, where information is available, the time required to repair affected cables,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, in collaboration with the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, as appropriate
1	to support, within the relevant study groups and in accordance with their mandates, the development of technical studies, draft recommendations, handbooks and best practices on the resilience of submarine telecommunication cables, including route design, redundancy, monitoring, fault localization and the protection of cable landing stations;
2	to facilitate technical exchanges with relevant standards development organizations, industry bodies, submarine cable operators and repair companies, with the participation of Member States and Sector Members, and to make the resulting material available to the membership,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
1	to assist developing countries upon request to assess their dependence on submarine cables, identify their vulnerabilities and, through hazard and vulnerability assessments, prepare national or regional resilience plans that include backup and alternative connectivity arrangements for use during cable outages;
2	to conduct training on the regulatory, technical and operational aspects of submarine cable resilience;
3	to support regional initiatives aimed at strengthening the redundancy of submarine cables,
invites Member States
1	to simplify and accelerate, in accordance with their national law, the procedures for laying, maintaining and repairing cables, in particular in case of emergency;
2	to consider regional maintenance and repair agreements in order to have intervention resources available more quickly;
3	to strengthen regional and interregional cooperation to diversify submarine cable access points;
4	to participate in the work of the Union and to share their experiences;
5	to promote enabling environments for investment in submarine cable infrastructure, to share voluntary information incidents, while respecting their sovereignty,
invites Sector Members
to contribute to the Union's work by providing their technical and operational expertise.
