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Draft New Resolution [ARB-5]
Recognition of the importance of public telecommunications networks and services to essential humanitarian services to be safeguarded and facilitated during armed conflicts or disasters
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Article 40 of the ITU Constitution on priority of communications concerning safety of life;
b)	Article 46 of the ITU Constitution on distress calls and messages;
c)	Article 5 of the International Telecommunication Regulations 2012 of the World Conference on International Telecommunications (Dubai, 2012) on the safety of life and priority of telecommunications;
d)	Resolution 1307 adopted by the ITU Council on strengthening the role of ICTs in humanitarian action and emergencies;
e)	Resolution 646 (Rev. WRC-19) of the ITU World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) on public communications for public safety, security and disaster protection situations;
f)	Resolution 647 (Rev. WRC-23) of WRC on the use of spectrum for early warning and relief;
g)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Baku 2025) of the ITU World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), on the role of telecommunications/information and communications technology in disaster preparedness, early warning, rescue and relief operations, mitigation and response;
h)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on emergency telecommunications initiatives, which aims to enhance the use of telecommunications to support rescue and relief efforts in situations of disasters, conflicts or health and humanitarian emergencies, and Resolution 102 of the ITU Council;
i)	the work of ITU-D study groups on emergency telecommunications and priority communications;
j)	the Intergovernmental Conference on Emergency Telecommunications (ICET-98) (Tampere, 1998);
k)	UNGA Resolutions 46/182 (1991), 57/150 (2002), 60/125 (2005), and 68/102 (2014);
l)	the UN Secretary-General’s “Early Warning for All” initiative (EW4ALL) , in particular the third pillar of warning and alert delivery to the entire population led by the ITU, which aims to ensure that disaster warnings reach the entire population by the end of 2027;
m)	Article 52 of the First Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions prohibiting attacks on civilian objects, including public telecommunication infrastructure;
n)	the international humanitarian law and the Geneva Conventions prohibiting attacks on civilian infrastructure;
o)	Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which establishes the right to freedom of expression and to receive and impart information;
p)	ITU's slogan "Communications Save Lives", which emphasizes that instant access to information is vital for survival,
further recalling
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, which emphasizes the importance of telecommunication and early-warning systems for preparedness, risk mitigation, and the protection of life,
recognizing
a)	the critical importance of telecommunications services in saving lives, ensuring the operation of rescue and emergency services, providing humanitarian assistance, and maintaining communication continuity among populations during armed conflicts and disasters;
b)	the urgent need to ensure safe and reliable communication channels for people affected by armed conflicts and disasters, and for humanitarian organizations providing relief and assistance;
c)	that recurrent armed conflicts and disasters have demonstrated the importance of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure for ensuring the safety of civilians and supporting relief and rescue agencies in mitigating life-threatening risks and disseminating essential public information, including in local languages;
d)	that the rising number of armed conflicts and disasters has resulted in increasing destruction of infrastructure and tragic loss of life, particularly among children, women, the elderly, and personnel working in telecommunications and relief networks, with a contributing factor being the loss of connectivity;
e)	that telecommunications and information technologies play a vital role in supporting early-warning systems, enabling rapid response, rescue and relief operations, and mitigating the impact of armed conflicts and disasters; they further support decision-making, ensure safe access to information and services, and facilitate communication among and with citizens,
taking into account
that the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations (1998) constitutes the first binding international treaty recognizing the humanitarian role of telecommunications networks and services, obligating States Parties to facilitate the deployment and use of telecommunication equipment and services during disasters,
acknowledging
the pivotal role played by telecommunications networks and services in supporting humanitarian preparedness and response efforts and enhancing security and stability in areas affected by armed conflicts and disasters, and in view of the increasing importance of ICTs in facilitating the delivery of urgent humanitarian aid in times of armed conflicts and disasters,
bearing in mind
a)	the urgent need to maintain reliable communication for affected populations and humanitarian personnel;
b)	that maintaining continuity and accessibility of telecommunication networks and services during armed conflicts and disasters directly supports access to information and enables people to exercise their rights,
instructs the Directors of the three Bureaux
1	to identify the challenges of providing emergency communication services for critical, life-saving, humanitarian aid and public safety, and the urgent need to maintain reliable communication for affected populations and humanitarian actors during times of armed conflicts or disasters;
2	to support research and development to build resilient and sustainable telecommunication networks infrastructure in conflict-affected areas, particularly in emergency communications technologies, and integrate it into ITU capacity building and training programmes,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to coordinate with the relevant UN bodies that address the implications of international law applicable to armed conflict and the protection for the civilian population, including customary international humanitarian law, and the safeguarding of civilians exclusively engaged in humanitarian duties;
2	to identify any potential additional budgetary needs for the ITU secretariat to support efforts to promote the need for UN bodies to support the protection of public telecommunication networks and services during times of armed conflicts or disasters;
3	to bring this resolution to the attention of the United Nations Secretary-General, and to take other necessary actions to secure international recognition of the importance of public telecommunication networks and services to essential services that must be safeguarded and facilitated during armed conflicts or disasters;
4	to submit reporting to the ITU Council and Plenipotentiary Conference on the implementation of this resolution;
5	to establish and operationalize a dedicated electronic portal or platform, based on a standardized reporting mechanism, through which Member States and observers affected may submit, register and regularly update information on damage to, destruction of, and threats against telecommunications infrastructure, including the location, nature, extent and impact of reported incidents, and to compile and analyze such information and prepare periodic consolidated reports for submission to the ITU Council,
invites Member States
1	to identify potential measures which could be taken to protect telecommunication infrastructure from damage during armed conflicts or disasters;
2	to take steps to promote continuity of public telecommunication networks and services during armed conflicts or disasters to ensure coordination, early warning, and life protection.
