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ADD	AFCP/24A2/1
Draft New Resolution [AFCP-1]
Strengthening the resilience of submarine telecommunication cable systems
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunications Union (Doha, 2026),
considering
a)	that submarine telecommunication cable systems constitute the backbone of global digital infrastructure, carrying the vast majority of international telecommunications and Internet traffic;
b)	that resilient submarine telecommunication cable systems are fundamental to economic development, digital transformation, international trade, financial systems, scientific collaboration, emergency communications and the provision of public services;
c)	that the continued expansion of broadband networks, cloud computing, artificial intelligence, data centers and emerging digital technologies is increasing global reliance on resilient international connectivity;
d)	that ensuring the resilience, availability and continuity of submarine telecommunication cable systems contributes directly to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), and universal and meaningful connectivity;
e)	that strengthening the resilience of submarine telecommunication cable systems requires coordinated international action involving governments, regulators, operators, industry, maritime authorities and relevant international organizations,
recognizing
a)	that recent submarine cable disruptions have demonstrated the vulnerability of international digital infrastructure to accidental damage, natural hazards, operational failures and other emerging risks;
b)	that disruptions to submarine telecommunication cable systems may significantly affect economic activity, financial services, emergency communications, government operations and access to digital services;
c)	that many developing countries, least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing states (SIDS) and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) remain highly dependent on a limited number of submarine cable systems and international connectivity routes;
d)	that route diversity, infrastructure redundancy, preparedness and rapid restoration are essential elements of resilient international telecommunications networks;
e)	that submarine telecommunication cable resilience requires cooperation among telecommunications, maritime, environmental, security and other competent authorities,
recognizing further
a)	the establishment by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), in collaboration with the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC), of the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience;
b)	the outcomes of the Abuja Declaration on Submarine Cable Resilience (2025);
c)	the Porto Declaration on Submarine Cable Resilience (2026);
d)	the relevant provisions of Resolution 130 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 182 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 200 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 203 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, and other relevant resolutions of the Union;
e)	the ongoing activities of the ITU Radiocommunication, Telecommunication Standardization and Telecommunication Development Sectors relating to resilient telecommunication infrastructure, international cooperation, standards development and digital connectivity;
f)	the role of the International Advisory Body (IAB) on Submarine Cable Resilience in facilitating international dialogue, identifying good practices and providing recommendations to support practical measures for strengthening the resilience of submarine telecommunication cable systems,
noting
a)	the initiatives undertaken by regional organizations, including the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), the West Africa Telecommunications Regulators Assembly (WATRA), and other regional organizations to strengthen submarine cable resilience;
b)	the continuing work of the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC-UNESCO), and other relevant organizations;
c)	the increasing collaboration between governments, industry, academia and development partners in promoting resilient international digital infrastructure,
further noting
a)	that strengthening submarine cable resilience requires a comprehensive approach encompassing policy, regulation, infrastructure planning, operational preparedness, innovation, capacity building and international cooperation;
b)	that ITU is uniquely positioned, within its mandate, to facilitate global cooperation in this area,
resolves
1	to endorse in conjunction with ICPC the recommendations developed by the International Advisory Body (IAB) on Submarine Cable Resilience; to build upon and leverage the ongoing technical studies, standards, and recommendations of ITU-T, avoiding unnecessary duplication of effort or the establishment of new institutional mechanisms, towards implementation of IAB recommendations;
2	to strengthen the role of the International Telecommunication Union in promoting the resilience of submarine telecommunication cable systems as an essential component of resilient global digital infrastructure;
3	to encourage Member States to develop, as appropriate within their national legal and regulatory frameworks, submarine telecommunication cable systems as critical digital infrastructure;
4	to promote a resilience-by-design approach to submarine telecommunication cable systems, including route diversity, infrastructure redundancy, resilient landing stations, resilient terrestrial backhaul and sustainable deployment practices;
5	to encourage Member States to develop or strengthen national strategies, policies and regulatory frameworks for submarine telecommunication cable resilience;
6	to promote timely deployment, maintenance, repair and restoration of submarine telecommunication cable systems through efficient regulatory and administrative processes;
7	to encourage the development and operationalization of national and regional contingency plans, emergency response procedures and mutual assistance arrangements as a matter of urgency, towards improving preparedness for submarine cable disruptions;
8	to encourage the adoption of international best practices for submarine cable protection, maintenance, monitoring and rapid restoration;
9	to promote research, innovation and the application of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence and advanced monitoring systems, to improve submarine cable resilience;
10	to encourage cooperation among the three Sectors of the Union, within their respective mandates, on matters relating to submarine telecommunication cable resilience;
11	to promote cooperation with relevant international and regional organizations in support of resilient global digital infrastructure;
12	to encourage periodic review of emerging risks, best practices and technological developments relating to submarine telecommunication cable systems;
13	to review progress on the implementation of this Resolution at subsequent Plenipotentiary Conferences,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to coordinate, within existing resources and in collaboration with the Directors of the Bureaux, activities relating to submarine telecommunication cable resilience towards ensuring no new institutional mechanisms or parallel standardization processes are set-up;
2	to continue supporting and facilitating regional and international dialogue and cooperation on submarine telecommunication cable resilience;
3	to maintain cooperation with the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience and other relevant organizations;
4	to report periodically to the Council on activities undertaken pursuant to this Resolution;
5	to encourage collaboration among Member States, Sector Members, Associates, Academia and relevant international organizations;
6	to roll-out technical assistance, knowledge sharing and capacity-building activities on Submarine Cable resilience particularly for developing countries, LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS,
invites the Council
1	to monitor implementation of this Resolution;
2	to provide strategic guidance on future activities relating to submarine telecommunication cable resilience;
3	to consider appropriate resource allocation within existing planning processes.
Reasons:	This new draft Resolution highlights the critical role of undersea telecommunication infrastructure in global connectivity and addresses the necessity of enhancing system robustness via ITU-led international initiatives, strategic programmes, high-level policy exchanges, and multistakeholder cooperation.
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