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RESOLUTION 169 (REV. BUCHAREST, 2022Doha, 2026)
Admission of academia to participate in the work of the Union
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on strengthening cooperation between Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia[footnoteRef:1]1 of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D) and the evolving role of the private sector in ITU‑D; [1: 1 	This includes colleges, institutes, universities and their associated research establishments concerned with the development of telecommunications/ICTs.] 

b)	Outcome T.2-2 in Resolution 71 (Rev. Busan, 2014Doha, 2026) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the strategic plan for the Union for 2016-20192028-2031, which highlights the need to attract new members from industry and academia to participate in the work of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector,;
c)	Resolution 5 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on enhanced participation by developing countries in the activities of the Union;
d)	Resolution 44 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, on bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries;
e)	Resolution 198 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the empowerment of youth through telecommunication/information and communication technology,
considering
a)	that the trial period for the participation of academia in the Union has proven to benefit the work of the Sectors, particularly as academia address contribute to the research, study and follow-up of developments in modern technology emerging and evolving technologies within ITU's field of competence, while having a perspective and future vision providing scientific and technical expertise and a forward-looking perspective allowing modern these technologies and their applications to be addressed in a timely manner;
b)	that the intellectual and scientific contributions of these bodies far outweigh their financial contributions;
c)	that these entities also contribute to disseminating information about the activities of the Union in academic fields related to telecommunications/, information and communication technologies around the world;
d)	that the ITU Kaleidoscope eventAcademic Conference, held annually periodically since 2008, is an ITU initiative to strengthen cooperation with academia that has been highly successful, and has addressed many topics, including innovations for digital inclusion, new and emerging technologies and building sustainable communities,;
e)	that academia serves as a vital bridge between theoretical research and industrial standardization, which is essential for the Union's strategic evolution and long-term technological planning,
recognizing
a)	the outcomes of the ITU Secretary-General's Academia Consultation (Bangkok, 13 November 2016), which provided a platform to have an open discussion with academia and other stakeholders on three topics: a new electronic ITU journal/magazine; an Academia Advisory Board to the Secretary-General; and a platform/consultation mechanism to strengthen cooperation between ITU and academia,;
b)	the establishment and development of the ITU Journal on Future and Evolving Technologies, launched in 2020 as an international scholarly publication addressing fundamental and applied research and discussing the implications of the latest research results for policy and regulation, legal frameworks, the economy and society;
c)	the establishment of the ITU Academic Advisory Body on Emerging Technologies in 2025, which strengthens collaboration between the Union and academia to examine how emerging technologies can best serve society and to provide forward-looking analyses on the evolving role and impact of innovation,
noting
a)	that a comprehensive analysis of the current methodologies for the participation of Sector Members, Associates and Academia has been initiated undertaken in ITU pursuant to relevant resolutions of the Plenipotentiary Conference: Resolution 158 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), Resolution 158 (Rev. Busan, 2014) and Resolution 187 (Busan, 2014),;
b)	the growing engagement of universities, research institutions and other academic entities in the work of the Union;
c)	the importance of regularly monitoring and reporting on the participation of academia and its contribution to the work of the Union, in order to assess progress and identify potential challenges and opportunities,
resolves
1	to admit continue admitting academia to participate in the work of the Union, pursuant to the provisions of this resolution, without the need for any amendment to Articles 2 and 3 of the ITU Constitution and Article 19 of the ITU Convention or any other provision of the Convention;
2	to set the level of the financial contribution for participation in the Union at one-sixteenth of the value of the Sector Member contributory unit in the case of organizations from developed countries, and one-thirty second of the value of the Sector Member contributory unit in the case of organizations from developing countries[footnoteRef:2]2 for defraying Union expenses, and to apply this level of financial contribution to Academia that are already participating in the Union as well as those which join in the future; [2: 2 	These include the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.] 

3	that payment of the level of financial contribution specified in resolves 2 entitles Academia to participate in the work of all three Sectors, including their advisory groups;
4	that Academia also be invited to participate in other global and regional conferences, workshops and activities of the Union, with the exception of plenipotentiary conferences, world radiocommunication conferences, world conferences on international telecommunications and the ITU Council, in conformity with the rules of procedure of the respective Sectors, and taking into account the outcome of the review pursuant to Resolution 187 (Busan, 2014);
5	that Academia should not have a role in decision-making, including the adoption of resolutions or recommendations regardless of the approval procedure;
6	that Academia shall be allowed to participate and make their proposals and interventions remotely, as appropriate, in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 167 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of this conference, on strengthening and developing ITU capabilities for fully virtual meetings and physical meetings with remote participation, and the electronic means to advance the work of the Union;
7	that a representative of Academia may serve as rapporteur, vice-rapporteur or associate rapporteur in accordance with the established rules of procedure of the respective Sectors;
8	that acceptance of applications for the participation of academia shall be conditional on the support of the Member States of the Union to which the bodies belong, on the condition that this shall not constitute an alternative for those bodies currently listed with the Union as Sector Members or Associates,;
9	to further strengthen the collaboration between the Union and the academic community through appropriate mechanisms and initiatives, particularly in the field of emerging technologies, taking into account available resources;
10	to promote the establishment of a structured framework such as annual academic forums or joint research programs for cooperation between ITU and academia, to promote joint research, innovation and knowledge exchange, and to encourage the incorporation of academic research outcomes into the development of ITU standards, policies, programmes and technical recommendations;
11	to support the participation of academia, in particular from developing countries, in the work of the Union, through appropriate support mechanisms, including capacity building, fellowships, mentoring and networking, taking into account available resources;
12	to monitor the participation of academia and its contribution to the work of the Union, taking into account relevant indicators, and to report periodically to the Council on key developments. Such indicators may include the number and geographical distribution of Academia members; their participation and roles in the work of the Sectors; their contributions to technical studies and activities, including contributions to Recommendations; their contributions to scientific and technical publications and other outputs; the participation by academia from developed and developing countries; the participation of women; and the participation of young researchers,
instructs the ITU Council
1	to add any additional conditions, remedial measures or detailed procedures to this resolution, if it deems appropriate;
2	to review the financial contributions and the conditions for admission and participation and report to the next plenipotentiary conference,
invites the ITU Council
to consider appropriate measures to facilitate and encourage the participation of new Academia members from developing countries in ITU activities, including an exemption from payment of the membership fees for a limited time of up to one full study period,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
to continue to organize the ITU Kaleidoscope event annually Academic Conference periodically on a rotational basis, to the greatest extent possible,
instructs the Radiocommunication Assembly, the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly and the World Telecommunication Development Conference
to mandate their respective Sector advisory groups to continue to study whether there is a need for any additional measures and/or arrangements to facilitate such participation that are not covered by relevant resolutions or recommendations of the above-mentioned assemblies and conference, and adopt such modalities, if they deem it necessary or required, and report the results through the Directors of the Bureaux to the Council,
instructs the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux
1	to take necessary and appropriate action in order to implement this resolution;
2	to continue their successful efforts to explore and recommend, taking into account the advice of the Council, various mechanisms such as the use of voluntary financial and in-kind contributions from Member States and other stakeholders to encourage increased participation of academia;
3	to encourage the participation of academia in various open events and activities organized or co-organized by ITU, such as ITU Telecom World, ITU Kaleidoscope, World Summit on the Information Society forums, AI for Good Global Summit and other workshops and forums;
4	to work with Member States to encourage the participation of academia in the development of the Union's technical work in the Union, such as contributing to ITU journals, conducting student seminars, especially in developing countries, and participating in ITU study groups;
5	to develop an "ITU Academic Fellowship" program, enabling distinguished researchers to undertake short-term research placements within ITU Bureaux to work on specific technical projects,
invites ITU Member States
1	to consider including members of academia in official delegations to major conferences of ITU;
2	to inform their academia of this resolution, and encourage and support them to participate their meaningful participation in the work of the Union., including through appropriate support mechanisms at the national level;
3	to inform their academia about the ability to access ITU digital publications free of charge by the virtue of Resolution 66 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and to facilitate the creation of national initiatives to foster early engagement with ITU activities,
invites Academia
1	particularly from developing countries, to participate actively in the work of the Union and to contribute, as appropriate, to relevant research, innovation and standardization activities, particularly in the field of emerging technologies;
2	to facilitate and support, as appropriate, the involvement of students and young researchers in the technical and research activities of the Union, including research initiatives, technical workshops, competitions and other activities that contribute to the development of expertise in the fields of telecommunications/ICTs and international standardization.
