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MEDIA RELEASE
nbc celebrates digital milestone with 70% coverage
______________________________________________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
17 June 2015, Windhoek; Namibia.
The Namibian Broadcasting Corporation today (17 June) celebrated reaching a digital milestone with an official Analogue Switch Off (ASO) which was broadcast live on television and radio.

June 17, 2015, was the date agreed by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) members in 2006 as the analogue switch-off date, through a broadcasting plan (The GE06 plan) covering 116 countries, mainly in Africa and Europe. The Southern African Development Community (SADC) set a target of 67% percent digital signal coverage by 17 June 2015.  With national digital coverage of 70%, Namibia is one of the three countries in the region to reach this milestone.

nbc currently has 7 channels on our Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT)  bouquet with more channels to follow. At present, three (3) channels are locally and internally produced by nbc inclusive of nbc1, nbc2 and nbc3, two (2) channels are from local Namibian broadcasters, one (1) locally owned and produced music channel named THISTV as well as one (1) locally produced educational channel, EDUTV.

Information Communications and Technology Minister Tjekero Tweya, who symbolically switched off the analogue signal at the nbc head office, expressed pride with the public broadcaster’s achievement.

“Today is a momentous day in the history of the broadcasting world globally and indeed in the annals our history as a country.  Today marks a new and radical beginning in television broadcasting in our country and the region.  It is indeed the dawn of a new day heralding in a new birth in our house... the Namibian house. I would like to congratulate nbc for making the nation proud,” said Tweya.

“We promised SADC, ITU and the world that on 17 June 2015 Namibia would offer 67% of its population with a digital TV signal and that was our internationally accepted target to meet as well. I am proud to say that we stand at 70% population coverage with DTT,” said the ICT Minister.

Tweya paid tribute to the nbc Board, management and technical staff for effectively managing the digitalisation process and also for rolling out a state-of-the-art broadcast network. “This is indeed a remarkable feat and worthy of emulation across all SOEs.  It speaks of selfless dedication to service for the nation,” said the Minister.


nbc Director General Albertus Aochamub said digitalisation was part of a longer story which started way back in 1981 when broadcasting was launched in Namibia. He said the public broadcaster managed to carry out the digitalisation without seeking additional funds from Treasury, as nbc made use of funds allocated to it in the budget for infrastructure development.

 “With the nbc decoder viewers are also able to pick up FM radio signals. This means that radio broadcast services that could only be picked up in a specific geographic location, for instance Rukwangali service, can now be picked up nationally. This will go a long way towards uniting the nation,” said Aochamub.

He said nbc had done its part on digital rollout by creating more platforms where local content could be aired. “We now want to see more local content being generated and by local content we are not only referring to  Namibian content but African content, as Namibia is part of the larger African family,” said Aochamub, adding that such a move would go a long way in addressing negative views about other Africans which fuel xenophobia.

Board Chairman Sven Thieme said as a result of the many hours, days and months and years of planning and endless hard work behind the scenes, nbc had exceeded its best expectations on digitalisation.
“We would not have been here today without the support of the Namibian Government. Our sincerest appreciation goes to our line Ministry of ICT that believed in this project and stood firm behind nbc to make this historic day a reality. We are certain that the DTT migration will continue to be a success with all the relevant support,” said Thieme.
nbc launched an aggressive publicity and marketing campaign to ensure that Namibians were kept informed about the digitalisation process, using the national broadcaster’s own media (radio, television and social media), as well as print media. 
nbc Chief Commercial Officer Alex Shimuafeni said digital switch on campaigns and activations were carried out through countrywide road shows. “Simultaneously we have been in the print media (newspapers & magazines), TV & Radio (virtually all vernaculars) interviews as well as on social media. For ASO we had similar activities to enable people to buy their decoders on time and not to be left in the dark,” he said.
To date more than 50 000 decoders have been acquired by nbc viewers at a subsidized price. Selected viewer categories such as pensioners, disabled and war veterans can acquire the digital devices at half the price. nbc has engaged a number of distributers for its decoders throughout the country to ensure that decoders are available in all areas with DTT reception. 
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MICT Minister Tjekero Tweya and nbc Director General Albertus Aochamub switching off the analogue signal 
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MICT Minister Tjekero Tweya, nbc Board Chairman Sven Thieme and nbc Director General at the digital milestone celebrations at nbc Studio 2 
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ABOUT nbc (www.nbc.na)
nbc‘s Purpose is to become a leading Multimedia Public Broadcaster of Choice in the world.  It is the only Namibian broadcasting house that runs radio broadcasting in Ten (10) Namibian languages and three (3) Public Service TV channels.  nbc offers local, SADC and International news, current affairs and entertainment programming and covers more than 98% of the Namibian population.  It further broadcasts beyond the Namibian borders on the DSTV audio bouquet and online at www.nbc.na

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ABOUT Digital Terrestrial TV (www.nbc.na/dtt_home)
Digital television is a new way of broadcasting television. Although digital terrestrial television changes the way pictures are sent to your TV, it won’t change the way you watch television.
Since the beginning of television, we’ve been watching what is known as ‘analogue television’: TV signals
are broadcast using radio waves, which are picked up by an aerial and sent down a wire to your TV, the analogue television receiver. Your set then changes the analogue signal into pictures and sound. nbc boasts altogether with Seven (7) channels on its DTT bouquet – nbc1, nbc2, nbc3, One Africa, TBN, EduTV and ThisTV.
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