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In terms of its policies and presence in the international arena, Israel is a country about which much tends to be 
written and known. Little, however, is known about the national, ethnic, cultural, and linguistic diversity of its 
citizenry, largely because of the failure of both the Israeli media and the foreign media to present these issues 
to domestic and international communities, respectively. By way of comparison, the international community is 
much more familiar with the domestic policies and practices of Arab countries, as regards media, human and 
minority rights. Since its inception, it has been one of the primary aims of I’lam to address this imbalance by 
providing information on domestic policies and practices in Israel, and their impact on Palestinian socity.     

Some facts about Palestinian society in Israel: 
• Palestinians make up more than 18% of the citizenry of the state of Israel. 
• Around 50% of the Palestinian society in Israel is living below the poverty line. 
• When considering the totality of journalistic reports in Israeli Hebrew newspapers, only two percent deal 

with issues related to Palestinian citizens of Israel, and 80-90% of those are negative in orientation.  
• Palestinian citizens of Israel are usually portrayed as “invaders”, a “demographic threat” or a “security 

threat” in the Hebrew media in Israel. 
• After investigating more than 30 cases of media rights violations of Palestinian journalists from Israel 

during October 2000 until July 2004, I’lam found that Israeli Authorities violate the legal, professional, 
and physical rights of these journalists at nearly every level. 

• From amongst 1,000 administrative, technical and professional staff employed at the three main 
newspapers (Ha’aretz, Ma’ariv, and Yediot Aharonot), only 2 to 3 of them are Palestinian. 

For the first time, an Arab NGO will present detailed information on the media situation in Israel, as it pertains to 
Palestinian citizens. Through this panel, we aim to underline the necessity of access to the media, fair and 
unbiased representation in the media of the indigenous Palestinian minority, as well as the importance of a 
genuine commitment to the principles outlined in Article 19, as crucial elements in achieving equity for the 
Palestinian society in Israel.  

The goals and methods enshrined in the Declaration of Principles that came out of the Geneva Summit of 2003, 
particularly the central aim as articulated in Article 1 of, “build[ing] a people-centred, inclusive, and 
development-oriented Information Society,” provide unique opportunities for marginalized groups to present 
comprehensive information directly to the international community, without the mediation of state institutions, 
that are sometimes hostile to such exposure and critique. We are inspired by the potential inherent in this, and 
future opportunities, to present the unique situation facing Palestinian citizens of Israel, particularly as regards 
the media landscape in Israel, from the perspective of an indigenous minority living and working within that 
society.  

Presentations in the panel will be delivered by: 

Dr. Mustafa Kabaha*, on “The Role of the Palestinian-Arab Press in Shaping Public Opinion among the 
Palestinian Socity in Israel: 1948 -2005”       

Dr. Kabaha’s presentation will focus on the shaping of public opinion among the Palestinian minority in Israel, 
since the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 to the present day .The discussion will deal with the 
mechanisms of journalistic work in the Arabic-language media, in the context of the Palestinian minority and its 
relationship to the Jewish majority and the Israeli Government.   

Of special interest is the influence of journalistic activities in the shaping of political, social and cultural 
developments in the Palestinian society in Israel, and in the development of different venues of identity for this 
indigenous minority.   
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Dr. Amal Jamal*, on “Coverage of Palestinians in the Hebrew Media” and “Media Consumption Patters 
among Palestinians in Israel Today“   

Dr. Jamal’s presentation explores the influence of mass media on processes of identity construction for 
individuals and groups by examining patterns of media consumption among the Palestinian minority in Israel 
today. The Palestinian minority utilizes a wide spectrum of media, and is exposed, albeit not equally, to media 
content from the Arab world, as well as from Israel. Palestinian society in Israel overcomes the geopolitical 
borders of the Israeli state by consuming news and entertainment from satellite broadcasters in the Arab world. 
Simultaneously, Palestinian society consumes, to a lesser extent, Israeli TV and radio outlets, especially news, 
in order to keep up with developments in Israeli policies in practical fields, such as education, economics, 
transportation, etc. This combination demonstrates the “double-placing” of the Palestinian minority in two media 
spheres, one Arab and one Israeli. This does not mean that Palestinian society in Israel places equal trust in 
Arab and Israeli media. There is a clear gap in the perceived credibility of Arab and Israeli media, in favor of the 
former.  

This presentation will also address the structure and development of the Israeli media system. It claims that 
despite the plural structure of the Israeli media system, thus system is dominated by the national Zionist 
ideology. As a result when it comes to political contents and controversial topics, such as the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the Palestinian minority in Israel, Israeli Hebrew media acts as a representative of the state. 
Therefore, one has to differentiate between the official media policy, which follows democratic patterns and the 
practical media coverage of controversial topics.  

Ms. Nahed Dirbas* on “Challenges of Palestinian Journalists in Israel” and “Images of Women in the 
Media” 

In the first of a two-part presentation, Ms. Dirbas will present the challenges faced by Palestinian journalists in 
their dealings with the Israeli authorities, and the double standards applied to the Arabic and the Hebrew media 
in Israel. In the past two weeks alone, two Palestinian journalists have been summoned by the Israeli Security 
Services (Shabak) to interrogations for their journalistic work. Journalists from the Hebrew media are rarely ever 
subjected to such interrogations.  

The second part of the lecture will focus images of women in the media, covering gender representations in 
both the Arabic and Hebrew media in Israel.  

About the Lecturers: 

*Dr. Kabaha is a Lecturer at the Open University and Ben Gurion University. He taught for two years in the 
Journalism and Media Department at Tel Aviv University. He serves as a Board member at Mada al-Carme, the 
Arab Center for Applied Social Research. Dr. Kabaha received his BA in History and Arabic, his MA in History 
and his PhD in History and Media, all from Tel AvivUniversity. He has published many articles on the history of 
the Palestinians and on Arab media, and has authored a series of publications on Palestinian Oral History. Dr. 
Kabha’s books include; "Egyptian American Relations after the 1967 War" (Nazareth, Dar Al Kabas, 1988), 
"The War of Attrition between Israel and Egypt 1967-1970" (Tel Aviv, Tel Aviv University Press, 1995), and " 
Journalism in the Eye of the Storm: The Palestinian Press  Shaping Public Opinion 1929 -1939"   " (Jerusalem , 
Yad Ben Zvi Press, 2004).  

*Dr. Jamal is head of the Political Communication Section in the Political Science Department at Tel-Aviv 
University. He is also the head of The Walter Lebach Center for Arab-Jewish Coexistence at Tel Aviv 
University. At I’lam, he is the head of an EU-funded research project on media consumption and content. His 
research fields include political communication and media consumption, political theory and democracy, civil 
society and political liberalization, social movements, minority nationalism and civic equality. He has published 
several articles in professional journals, in Arabic, English, Hebrew, and German His recent publications include 
four books:“The Palestinian National Movement: Politics of Contention, 1967-2005,” “Media Politics and 
Democracy in Palestine,” “Journalism and Communication in Israel: Between Structural Pluralism and the 
Hegemony of the National Discourse,” “Deliberations on Collective Rights and the National States.” Dr. 
Jamalcan  be reached at ajamal@post.tau.ac.il. 

*Ms. Dirbas produces an Arabic program at Channel 2 television in Israe,l and publishes articles in local and 
international newspapers, magazines and news websites in Arabic. She served on I’lam’s board of directors. 
Ms. Dirbas has been working as journalist since 1995 in print and electronic media. For six years she worked as 
correspondent on Arab issues at a Hebrew newspaper, then as an editor for “Siwar,” an Arabic-language  
feminist magazine. Ms. Dirbas has been active in promoting gender equality through community work, and in 
her participation in several international conferences as a journalist. 
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