BNNRC Particularly Strive for Achieving

 WSIS Plan of action in Bangladesh

Who we are


BNNRC was born out of a realization that “Communication is not a privilege it has become a basic human rights” People’s empowerment through different forms of communication plays a critical and vital role in the process of socio-economic, cultural, environmental & political change. BNNRC stand for Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication. Communities and citizenry empower themselves when they can make informed decisions about issues which are relevant to them. Communication plays a transformative role in the process. In today’s world, Information, Communication Technology (ICT) provides a useful tool with which to improve the exchange of information and to facilitate communication and interaction. ICT can be used to reduced poverty (ICT4D)) and promote democracy, human rights and socio-economical development in our country. BNNRC’s approach that people’s livelihoods in focus with an emphasis on content and capacity rather than technology.   



Origin: 

Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication (BNNRC) is a changed name of Bangladesh Coastal NGO Network for Radio and Communication (BCNNRC). BCNNRC has established during April 2000 and registered as trust in the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs with the auspicious of 9 coastal non-government organizations (NGO) with lead initiatives from COAST (Coastal Association for Social Transformation Trust). This name change has been formalized on 5 April, 2003 considering the fact of all members urged to have national converge. Those 9 organizations are COAST of Bhola and Coxsbazar, Dwip Unnayan Sangtha (DUS) of Hatiya, Young Power in Social Action (YPSA) of Chittagong, Sangkalpa Trust of Baraguna, Pirojpur Gono Unnayn Samity (PGUS) from Perojpur, BRIDGE) from Khulna, Integrated Social Development Effort (ISDE) of Chokoria, SPEED Trust of Barisal, and Community Development Center (CODEC) of Chittagong and Patuakhali. All most all the chief executives of those organizations are the founder members and still most of them are continuing. 

Vision and Mission: 

As it was set, vision of the network is “BNNRC do like to see the rural people has the easy, quick and low cost access to global communication so that they are enrich and updated by knowledge." 

Mission of the network “In view of the value “Communication is not a privilege it has become a basic human rights”, the BNNRC trust will organize strategically important activities, studies, advocacy so that the population of the rural areas will have easy, manageable and low cost communication facilities”. In respect of name change the basic logic is not to limit the work only in coastal areas that the network should work whole over the country, accordingly initiatives has already taken to reshape or increase the membership especially with proper representation of the regions of the country.

As it has decided in the very formation stage the network likes to work in the ICT (information and communication technology) sub sectors of amateur radio, formation of radio listeners club, community radio and television, internet radio, telephone facilities, internet line in coastal and rural areas, power generation through solar and wind mill and citizen band radio. 


Major Activities Done So Far: A brief on contribution made so far by BNNRC in view of the above vision, mission and activities are as follows;

Amateur Radio:

During June 2000 the network has organized training with funding support from OXFAM-GB especially to create amateur radio operators in coastal areas, accordingly two NGO leaders succeeded to pass the examination and commissioned two amateur radio stations both respectively in Barisal and Chittagong. After formation of BTRC (Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission) a stagnate situation has created and for last three years no amateur radio examination have held and no new license has issued. BNNRC continuously pursed the chairman of BTRC gave applications and hearing. Very recently a committee has been formed to conduct the examination, dates have been fixed, and BNNRC chief executive officer is also the member of the committee. Amateur Radio examination held during 12-15 January 2004. BNNRC invite application in nationwide and prepare 200 people by 4 days of course in cooperation with FAIRS (Foundation for Amateur Radio International Service) and COAST. Inauguration and concluding have done in such a way that it has got coverage in national media and thereby got popularity in general media. Promoting Amateur Radio is fundamental to build alternative emergency communication system especially in remote areas, international friendship without interference from government and promotion of research in the sector.

Community Radio:

BNNRC is the member of South Asia media group promoted by UNESCO, the network has participated in Kotmale-Srilanka workshop in this regard during 2001. In country the network has given a presentation on community radio in an interministerial meeting organized by the Ministry of Science and Technology. The network is also cooperating with MMC (Mass Line Media Center) another leading organization involved in media and with other organizations in this regard to have a favorable policy environment. 

Government is going to prepare a national broadcasting policy i.e., considering to allow non-government private radio especially FM through a concrete policy (although it has already done for BBC and VOA). BNNRC is pro active to pursue the government to allow FM especially to NGOs and community. i.e., in this respect private, public and community sector should have a fair play like what is happening in other countries, even in SAARC countries.

International Networking: BNNRC has got membership of the different international network on the issue such as Developing Countries Farm Radio Network (DCFRN), World Association for Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC), World Association for Christian Communication (WACC), One World, One World/Radio, One World/TV, European Network for Bangladesh Studies (ENBS), South Asian Community Media Association, Communication Rights in the Information Society (CRIS).

A six member delegation from BNNRC has participated in the AMARC8 global conference held in Nepal during February 2003. 

Training NGOs Toward Alternative Communities Using ICT and Networking: During March 2004, BNNRC has organized the training course with a funding from WACC. Participants from 35 prominent and interested NGOs has participated in the course, objective of the course to promote alternative thinking and initiatives in respect of in community media.

Our Network Members: ongoing activities on ICT4D according to WSIS action plan

Dwip Unnayan Sangtha(DUS):

Providing Training on ICTs to Island Women and Youth for income generation funded by Japan Embassy.

E-Mail: dus@bdcom.com
Young Power in Social Action (YPSA). 

Youth lead poverty reduction through Digital opportunities project funded by UNESCO 

Earth Quake management in Chittagong Municipal Corporation through Citizen Band Radio.

E-Mail: info@ypsa.org
Speed Trust 

Promoting Good Governance through Participatory Video in Isles land funded by Action aid – Bangladesh and DFID

E-Mail: info@speedtrut.org
COAST Trust

Building Sustainable disaster management through Radio Communication funded by COAST.

E-mail: coasttst@citechco.net
Bangladesh Village Telecom Association

Telephone connection in rural areas through Bamboo .

E-Mail: comlab@bttb.net.bd
.
Rationales/Justification for the ongoing project on

Promoting Appropriate Technologies and Policies to Uphold the Value “ICT as Basic Human Right”

Lack of awareness on progressive impact of ICT: Even educated people do not understand the correlation of access to information and knowledge is fundamental not only in respect of institutionalizing of democracy but it is also correlated to poverty reduction too. Forty years ago, Ghana and the Republic of Korea had virtually the same per capita. By the early 1990s Korea's per capita income was six times higher than Ghana's. The development practitioner believes that half of the difference is due to Korea's greater success in acquiring and using information (Syed Tamjid ur Rahman) et al "Appraisal Report of BNNRC project proposal, May 2004). Mass people and especially politicians and policy makers should have understanding on this correlation, which will be helpful to have favorable policy environment. 

Access to ICT is not a mere privilege: Still mass people consider the access to information communication technology (ICT) is a privilege; it is not as a basic human right. Airwaves spectrum being considered for profit or for revenue earning by the state, hardly is is being considered as a public property for public good/welfare. Although in fact all most all the research and infrastructure being done with public money, but the basic facilities being enjoyed by the rich or by urban population and thus the digital divide perpetuating poverty and exploitation mechanism. So, BNNRC feels that awareness building is necessary so that the general mass especially the politicians and policy makers will consider this as basic human rights and demand this as their legitimate claims.

Promotion of Article 19 is needed to Institutionalize Democracy: Policies also prevent the free flow of information, which is fundamental to institutionalize democracy. Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights state that “ Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression, this rights includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”. BNNRC does like to spread the principles of article 19 and its implementation to build up a true democratic society.


People are note aware on latest ICT development and its policy environment in other part of the world: 


General mass even the educated people has apathy on ICT and its progressive as they are aware or information on latest ICT development is not available to them. So, there should be some process that the mass people especially the opinion leaders should know all of that information. And to develop such a information flow fundamental need is resource center.


Remote Area Should Receive Priority. 

People in disadvantage area especially in rural and coastal area do not get the proper share of ICT developments and of public spending in this regard, whereas due to the remoteness especially for disaster like flood and cyclone, access to ICT in those areas should receive priority. BNNRC does like to continuous campaign in this regard.


Promoting Radio Listeners as a First Step to Have Wider Access in ICT: 

Radio is getting less and less important in respect of promotion, but this is the only easy and low cost means of ICT for rural and coastal population. Especially for the youth in those areas, this is the only and low cost access for them in international world. BNNRC does like to promote radio listener’s movement especially in the remote rural and coastal areas as a door opener having access to international and free information world and developing the radio listeners as primary ICT catalyst.


Policy and practices for digital divide: According to ITU rule there should be at least 10 % land line telephone line in the rural area, but in fact at lest in Bangladesh it is not happening. In recent years Government of Bangladesh (GoB) opened the mobile phone to private companies, but they are taking highest rate from people compare to other part of the world. Government of Bangladesh takes 71 % taxes from amateur radio equipment while it is only 5 % in India, moreover BTRC takes such a level of annual fee and taxes from radio equipment that people will be disinterest on those equipment they will have to be depended on mobile phones. ICT should consider as public service business, so there is not always question of profit, it should be regulated with common mass interest. There are lot of others issues which are in fact hindering the mass use and expansion of ICT, this needed research and relentless advocacy and campaign so that the issues should become as a political demand. 


Community radio for fair play in airwaves: 

Radio sector is totally occupied by the government, recently it has opened for foreign and private agencies, but there are lukewarm or a sort of resistance to allow the radio for public good or community. On the other hand whole over the world community radio movement is advancing even in poor south Asian countries. BNNRC do like to have continuous advocacy and influencing in this regard so that Politicians or Bureaucrats would not fear out of the community radio rather they will take this as a positive force for development.


Show case examples are necessary for wider multiplication: 

People do not do it as because they have not seen it, people do not use it because they have not touch it. There are lot of possibilities especially in respect of pilot implementation and also in respect of action research to set show case examples for others so that they (especially NGOs and politicians) will be able to be motivated for multiplication, e.g., there are examples to be created for home brow machine in respect of amateur radio, potential use of citizen band radio and wireless communication in fishing boat and passenger launch, computer and multimedia center in remote coastal area, small home brow radio station, low cost power generation, and narrow cast broadcasting etc.


Alternative and stand by communication network for disaster response:

There are lot of examples that the public communication network, even the Red Cross communication network has failed during the time of disaster especially during the time of cyclone disaster. Bangladesh is country where world 5 % disaster caused 85 % of its damages, recently chances of earthquakes has increased, there are several small seismic turmoil in the city of Chittagong. In India this is the Amateur Radio Operator first established communication in Orissa after super cyclone and in the city of Vuze - Guzrat after the earthquake, even in developed country like in USA government take the help of Amateur radio operator even to catch smugglers. Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) is a popular activities in this regard. BNNRC members of the coastal area could develop a disaster radio network which will work as alternative stand by to public and Red Crescent radio network. BNNRC can also develop a rapid deployment team like RACES in its office for any rapid deployment in any place for disaster communication.

Necessity of Organizational Development: 

BNNRC has already proved its efficiency in respect of its vision and mission though it is a small organization. Most of its activities done with the contribution from its members especially from COAST, who is providing all secretarial support and most of its activities, has done with voluntary service from its lone Chief Executive Officer. Its organizational development with separate secretariat and separate group of human resource is necessary to response those problems and develop wider constituency, networking within country and abroad.

What we do now 

To create mass awareness on ICT use and its correlation to poverty alleviation and   institutionalization of democracy.

To create a ICT resource base and young student catalyst especially in coastal area who will consider ICT as a basic human right not as mere privilege.

To promote critical civil society in providing alternative policy options in view of ICT not as mere privilege but also as human rights and the ICT should be utilized for public good not only for mere profit.

To provide support, training and technical assistance for piloting or action research on promotion of Amateur radio, Community radio, Citizen band radio, Low cost appropriate technology in power generation, Radio communication among the  fishermen and launch in riverine communication, and Internet and computer practice among the disadvantage community and in outreach areas.

To establish and maintenance of disaster radio network for coastal area and a rapid disaster communication deployment force.

Relevancy of the objectives to the National Plan of IPRSP, MDGs, WSIS action plan and National ICT Policy  
The Objectives in compliance with A National Strategy for Economic Growth, Poverty Reduction and Social Development (IPRSP), Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), WSIS action plan and National Policy on Information, Communication Technology (ICT) published by Ministry of ICT and Science of Government of Bangladesh 

The Specific objectives are determined in such a way that compliment to greater extent to the national development program which has the relevance in the following aspects:

Objective: Awareness on correlations of ICT, poverty alleviation social mobilization

The objective is quite relevant with the policies like IPRSP, MDGs, WSIS action plan,ICT policy because all these policies intended to alleviate poverty creating opportunities and employment through raising awareness and building capacity. ICT as a tool can create skill base professional at all levels particularly at rural levels which contribute to poverty alleviation. ICT policy also emphasizes to ensure access to rural people. All these policies are interlinked with aims and objectives.

Objective: Establishment of ICT resource center and promotion of radio listeners as primary ICT catalyst in remote coastal/rural district

ICT resource centre will generate skill among the rural people. All the policies emphasize to ensure training and human resource development, build up information base, facilitate research and development, e-commerce, e-governance, agriculture and poverty alleviation and other facilities like radio listeners club among coastal/rural areas which are very much linked with IPRSP, ICT policy and MDGs, WSIS action plan goals. 

Objective: Advocacy Campaign and Sensitization against Digital Divide

IPRSP, MDGs, WSIS action plan and ICT policy aim to alleviate poverty through human resource development and building a knowledge society. To achieve the goals of these policies, the digital divide is a major obstacle. Thus the advocacy campaign and sensitization against digital divide will contribute to achieve the goal and objectives related to these policies.  

Objective: Piloting or experimentation of project to create set show case example for greater multiplication

Research and development is an important area which are mentioned in the National ICT policy for the greater development of the people with a view to qualitative multiplication to other areas. As a piloting and experimentation the success stories/cases will be multiplied. This will help the community people to get information/knowledge which will contribute to their development.     
Objective: Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES)

During disaster period particularly in coastal areas the objectives of IPRSP, MDGs, WSIS action plan and ICT policy face obstacle because all lifeline communication like telephone, cell phone, fax etc become disrupted. RACES will help during emergency disaster period for establishing communication among the community people, NGOs, and government as well. Thus the objectives of these policies will be achievable for RACES. 

For more information about BNNRC:

AHM Bazlur Rahman-S21BR 

Chief Executive Officer

Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication (BNNRC) 

House: 13/1 Level-2 Road: 2 Shamoli, Dhaka 1207 Bangladesh

Phone: 0171881647, 8125181

E-Mail: bnnrc@bd.drik.net  www.bnnrc.net 
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