Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Posts, Telecommunications and Information Technology


[bookmark: _GoBack]Honorable Minister’s Statement at WSIS+10 High Level Event- 2014, Geneva


Mr. Chairman
Mr. Secretary-General
Honorable Ministers
Excellencies
Distinguished Delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my great pleasure and honor to be here before you on the occasion of the World Summit on the Information Society +10 High Level Event, 2014. I am delighted to take part in this event with the participants from different stakeholders, Governments, Private Sectors, Civil Societies, Academia and International Organizations.

Information technologies, and especially the Internet and mobile telephony, have enabled the development of the Information Society.In today's world, information and communication technologies becamethe basic prerequisites for development. They can help nations to boost upthe entire stages of development and turn the digital divide into a digital advantage. 

Distinguished Delegates,

The Government of Bangladesh is committed to ensure universal telecommunication and ICT services to the door-steps of the citizens. To become a middle income country, the government declared the ‘Vision 2021’. For the purpose, the target for ‘Digital Bangladesh’ has been formulated which is in track with the WSIS action lines.

The telecom penetration rate of Bangladesh is more than 75% which was around 35% in 2009. Furthermore we observed a massive boost in the internet penetration,which has reached to 25% from 1% within the last 5 years. The Government recognizes that the broadband is one of the main pillars to support the nation, towards building a knowledge economy and the information Society. To ensure broadband services,Bangladesh has undertaken a massive infrastructure development plan. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At present every Government office of Bangladesh has its own interactive web portal under National Portal framework where citizens are able to get various Government services online. To ensure faster citizen service delivery, e-filing system at Government offices has been introduced under National e-services System. By 2015 ICT services would be the primary service delivery tool at the Government offices.
Distinguished Delegates,
You will be delighted to know that Bangladesh is very successful in achieving the Millennium Development Goals. This summit will review the outcomes related to the WSIS Action Lines with the view of developing proposals on a new vision beyond 2015.I hope that this summit will show us directions on the issues like Women's Empowerment in the Information Society, Disaster Management and Early Preparedness, Minimize digital divide and standardization gap, Creating Technologies for connecting the unconnected, Securing Cyberspace in a Borderless World and inclusion of Youth in ICT Policies. 
Distinguished Delegates,
Since formal accession to the Union in 1973, Bangladesh has actively been participating and contributing to all of the ITU activities and events. In order to enhance cooperation with ITU and its member states, Bangladesh presented its candidature for the ITU Council in the forthcoming ITU's Plenipotentiary Conference. I seek your support in this regard. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am confident that the outcome of this Summit will come up to our expectations and that of our fellow countrymen for whom we must make a difference.
Finally, let me thank all of the ITU staffs who have put such a tremendous effort into making WSIS+10, 2014 a success.

Thank you for your attention.


