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Mr. President, Mr Secretary General of the ITU, Excellencies, distinguished delegates and stakeholders,

Let me start by expressing my sincere appreciation to the whole UN family and more particularly to all the UN agencies with a WSIS mandate for their coordinated efforts towards the WSIS+10 High Level Event.. 
Especially, I direct my thanks to you, Dr. Toure and to you Mr Zhao, who, together with the hard working WSIS Executive Secretariat staff and all the UN Agencies, have made this Summit a success.

Here, we all stand at the advanced stages of social, economic and political change enabled and empowered by the ICTs. Their rapid evolution has sparked endless debates regarding their benefits to all parts of society and the potential disruptive effects they could have on human life. 
In 2003, in Geneva, WSIS opened the door to the future. Two years later, world leaders committed their nations, through the Millennium Declaration, to undertake a series of concrete actions towards the achievement of the MDGs. As of today, the value of ICTs as a facilitator and development enabler in reaching these goals has been largely demonstrated
Although ICTs are not a panacea for the world’s long-standing developmental problems, the transition to a networked knowledge society will be opening up new opportunities for education, social inclusion, efficient use of resources, freedom of expression, new knowledge creation and cultural diversity, and for continued and sustainable economic growth. 
However, numerous challenges still remain pending and new trends have emerged in the inclusive Information Society such as social networks, digital inclusion, child on line protection and cyber security, youth employment, women empowerment, and e-participation amongst others. 
The evolution of the Information Society over the last decade has contributed, inter alia, towards  the development of knowledge societies around the world, based on the principles considered and agreed during WSIS. 
Indeed, numerous achievements have been made towards a meaningful evolution of digital world since WSIS was first launched. 
Mr. President,

One of the most important characteristics of the entire process has been the advance of the “multistakeholder approach”. 
It promoted involvement of all key-actors which shared a common vision of the future; a vision on the Information Society, identifying its principles and challenges towards a people-centered and development-oriented Information Society. 
Our common goal has been to create a truly inclusive global information society for all. Greece has taken an active part during in this evolvement. We do strongly support the “multistakeholder approach”. 

At this point, please allow me to inform you of the successful outcome of the Hellenic Presidency of the European Council, in particular in Telecom and ICT issues, where all EU countries worked hard to reach consensus on topics of great importance, most of which are directly related to WSIS topics. 
In this direction, Greece recently reshaped its Digital Strategy under a future-proof digital economy vision. ICTs are high in the country’s agenda and form a strategic development priority. Our objective is to foster a “Digital Leap to Productivity and Quality of Living”, ensuring the vital enabling power of ICTs in all aspects of economy and life. We wish to share this vision, and promote growth and jobs in a global manner.
Dear all, 

A crucial test is ahead us.
We managed to reach consensus on documents of paramount importance. 
Now we must preserve our “multistakeholder work model” on the implementation of WSIS outcomes. 

By this case, let me address my thanks and sincere appreciation to the Multistakeholder Preparatory Platform, which has been chaired by Dr. Mnkin, for their difficult yet excellent work of maturing the mentioned documents.

Mr President, All UN family,

We must not only promote the future of the WSIS over the next years, but also shape the future of the world we live in.

Let’s get digital, in a meaningful, inclusive, sustainable way.

Let’s sail all together. 
United act. Single vision. Common quest.

Thank you all for your attention.
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