Fadi Chehade (CEO ICANN) 


In starting my address this morning, at this important WSIS Session, I would like to address the Secretary General and to recall our "double act" during the WTPF discussions here in last year; you recall that the SG wore a blue hat (in a gesture of peace) following the difficulties we had both encountered during the WCIT.  What the SG had promised then (in terms of having clarity on the role of ICANN in relation to the management of critical Internet resources) had been fulfilled.  Indeed our partnership has been enhanced through the multi-stakeholder approach used through the WSIS MPP for this meeting.  
 
I would also like to mention our Chair from Egypt especially during these difficult times. 
 
I am a child of the Internet; but I am here to tell you cyberspace is dead; there is no separate Internet space anymore; the Internet permeates all.  The Internet as a resource has the power to change; all are challenged; including governments. 
 
ICANN has also changed; now being more open to the world; and so also is US; as witnessed by their recent decision on the transition of certain IANA functions from their responsibility to that of the global Internet Community; they have put their trust in ICANN to facilitate this process. 
 
As part of our globalization; ICANN has opened an office here in Geneva, headed up by my friend and colleague Tarek Kamel;  with ICANN having NGO status; we are here to listen and learn from you all.   
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