FACILITATION MEETING: UNEP ACTION LINE C7 (e-ENVIRONMENT)

UNEP/ITU
20 May 2009, 11:00 – 12:30 PM

The purpose of the meeting was to present the activities of UNEP, WMO and ITU –facilitators and co-facilitator respectively of this Action Line—in the area of e-environment, as well as to explore areas of future collaboration between these organizations. 

Mr. Ibrahim Shafii, Head of the Programmed Support Unit of UNEP’s Secretariat of the Basel Convention, provided an introduction to the topic of e-waste. He presented UNEP’s Asia-Pacific e-waste project, which aims to support the collection of valuable materials, such as gold and cadmium, from electronic equipment that would otherwise end up as e-waste. According to UNEP, proper management of e-waste in developing countries requires tackling obstacles, such as the lack of a legal framework, inadequate data management systems, insufficient trained personnel and lack of awareness among policymakers and the general public on the impact of e-waste on the environment. Improper disposal of e-waste in these countries is associated with the existence of second-hand markets for mobile phones, where users refurbish phones for re-sale. UNEP’s future activities will include a program to enhance the capacity of developing countries to collect and manage e-waste and formulating criteria or testing standards for e-waste.
Mr. Pierre Kerhervé, of WMO’s Information System Branch, presented WMO’s implementation actions in line with WSIS for water, weather and climate observations, which include programmes such as the World Weather Watch, World Climate Programme, and the Atmospheric Research and Environment Programme. He mentioned that developing countries, often affected by weather-related disasters, are among the least able to benefit from the collection and exchange of observation data because the services are unavailable or too expensive.  He highlighted the importance of a global coordinated system for sharing weather, water and climate data. Interoperable applications and agreed upon standards are essential to this end. As part of WMO’s Information System (WIS), WMO will implement the first operational global information system center (GISC) in 2009. 

Mr. Alexandre Vassiliev, ITU-R Focal Point on Radiocommunications and Climate Change, described the activities of ITU-R and ITU-R Study Group in developing standards for the development and effective use of radio equipment for climate monitoring, prediction and detection of disasters, early warning and mitigating negative effect of disasters. He outlined ITU activities in remote sensing and in deploying radiocommunication equipment after disasters strike. He noted the need for more information on global carbon monoxide emissions and highlighted some of the ways in which radiocommunications can help reduce emissions generated in other sectors.
Dr. Lilia Pérez-Chavolla, ITU-D’s ICT Applications Coordinator, introduced ITU’s e-Environment Toolkit, a practical tool for rapid assessment of a country’s potential for using ICTs to help mitigate and adapt to environmental change. The Toolkit includes the “e-Environment Readiness Index” or EERI, a new index composed of ICT and environmental indicators at the country level, intended to help Member States identify a country’s weaknesses and strengths in tackling environmental issues, as well as areas where ICTs and supporting infrastructure can best contribute to improve environmental management and sustainable development.  

Looking forward, the participants agreed on the need for increased collaboration between UNEP, WMO and ITU to facilitate the collection and exchange of e-environment related data. The organizations will coordinate and continue implementing activities to raise awareness among policymakers in developing countries of the valuable role that ICTs play in environmental management and sustainable development, and of the importance of proper e-waste management.  
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