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29 March 2005

    INFORMATION FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

WORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIETY






Tunis, 16-18 November 2005
Overview

· The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) is a unique UN Summit, involving leaders and experts from governments, international organizations, private sector and civil society. WSIS stakeholders are engaged in the common challenge of harnessing the potential of knowledge and technology for promoting the goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration and to find effective and innovative ways to put this potential at the service of development for all. Access to technology and transfer of information and communication technologies in all countries are to be made possible through partnerships with all relevant stakeholders.  WSIS is held under the auspices of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and is organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) along with host countries Switzerland and Tunisia. The first phase of the Summit was held in Geneva in December 2003. The second phase of the Summit will be held in Parc des expositions du Kram, Tunis, Tunisia, from 16 to 18 November 2005. 
For address and location map, please see http://www.fkram.com.tn/english/index.php
Why should private sector participate in WSIS?

· The private sector is a major stakeholder in this process, and has a direct “bottom line” interest in many of its outcomes, including decisions affecting government policies and regulations related to business ICT investment, Internet governance, open source software, network security and SPAM. Furthermore, as traditional developed ICT markets become saturated, the opportunity to participate in a global Summit, which places a special emphasis on fast-growing developing and emerging markets provides yet another concrete reason for the private sector to get involved. Many future business opportunities in the ICT sector will rely on a broadening of markets to capture new users in the developing world. See Annex 1 for “Opportunities for private sector in WSIS.” 

· Heads of State and Government are invited to participate in the Tunis phase of the Summit along with senior Ministers from around the world. The Tunis Summit in 2005 will offer significant high-profile opportunities for your company to meet with Heads of State and Government and other leaders and to address larger audiences through the international media. The Geneva Summit in December of 2003 was a major success attracting over 11,000 participants, including nearly 50 Heads of State and Government and high-level delegations from 175 countries, as well as leaders from international organizations, civil society and the private sector. Almost 1000 international media representatives from over 600 media organizations were also present to cover the event. We expect the Tunis Summit to be of equal importance if not more, with similar numbers of participants and media coverage.
· Building on our experience of the Geneva Summit, and based on feedback from private sector participants, we have developed a range of special opportunities for business leaders at the Tunis Summit. The Summit will be comprised of an opening ceremony, an organizational meeting, eight plenary meetings, round tables and high-level panels. The Draft Format, adopted at PrepCom-2, can be found at:

 http://www.itu.int/wsis/documents/doc_multi.asp?lang=en&id=1518|0

Summit Events

· ICT4all exhibition will take place in Parc des expositions du Kram in parallel with the World Summit on the Information Society, 15-19 November 2005. ICT for All Tunis 2005 offers a platform for building partnerships between sectors in order to develop and improve the use of ICT across the world. It is a true multi-stakeholder gathering, bringing together governments and international organizations, NGOs, civil society and private companies. The exhibition is open to all Summit participants as well as the general public and 20 000 to 30 000 visitors are expected. We encourage your company to pre-book the exhibition space on-line at the earliest as space is limited. For further information and on-line pre-booking , please see the website: www.expo.ict4all-tunis.org and Annex 2.
· The parallel events are to be held from 14 to19 November 2005 at the Parc des expositions du Kram. Information about organizing a parallel event can be found in the "Guidelines for Organizers of Parallel events during the second phase of WSIS", published on the website: <http://www.smsitunis2005.tn/plateforme/docs/guidelines.doc>. Several parallel events, especially those organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI), Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP) and others will be of interest to the private sector. Please, see Annex 2 and website http://www.ict4all-tunis.org/ for more information.
Participation in WSIS

· In order to facilitate the participation, coordination and effective outcome for business entities in the preparatory process and the Summit, the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in Paris has established the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI). Business entities wishing to join this group may contact Ms. May Zanni at ICC (email: wsis@iccwbo.org, fax: +33 1 49 53 28 59). 

· Accreditation of your company to WSIS is obligatory. Business entities can participate in the Summit preparatory process in their own name as accredited business entities (www.itu.int/wsis/participation/accreditation/be.html), as ITU sector member companies or as part of the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (wsis@iccwbo.org). Note that the deadline for business entities, which have not yet been accredited by previous PrepComs of WSIS but are planning to participate in the Tunis Summit, should submit an accreditation form to the Executive Secretariat by 8 August 2005.
· There is no registration fee for the Summit in Tunis. Flights, hotel accommodation and all miscellaneous expenses shall be borne by the participant. Pre-registration is strongly advised in order to avoid delays upon arrival at the meeting. 
· There will also be high profile sponsorship opportunities at the Summit. The ITU launched the WSIS-2005 Fundraising Campaign in April 2004 to raise CHF 5 million to support preparatory activities of the Tunis Summit. Since the launch, over half of the campaign goal has been reached.  For more information on how your company can make a contribution, please contact Mr Christopher Clark (wsis-fund@itu.int). Donors will be recognized on the WSIS website (http://www.itu.int/wsis/funding/contributors2.html) and at the Tunis Summit.

Logistical information

· Hotel accommodation in Tunis during the World Summit on the Information Society can be booked in 3-to 5-star hotels. The hotels are located in the city centre, in the Northern suburbs of Tunis, and in Yasmine Hammamet, a new seaside resort located about 60 km from Tunis. For your comfort, the committee has arranged the following services in each hotel: Free shuttle from the airport, free shuttle to the conference venue, 24-hour medical assistance in each hotel for the period of the Summit, a personalized welcome in each hotel, with an information and assistance booth at the airport specially provided to the participants to the Summit. Please book your rooms through the on-line reservation service: http://reservation.smsitunis2005.tn/publish/hebergement_en.htm
· Flights to the Summit can be booked through the official carriers. These will be confirmed later due to on-going negotiations with TunisAir and other airlines. For information about official carriers to the Summit, please visit our website at http://www.itu.int/wsis.  

· Information about Tunisian entry visas will be made available shortly on the WSIS website at http://www.itu.int/wsis.   

· For enquiries about private sector participation in WSIS, please contact the WSIS Executive Secretariat’s private sector outreach team: 


Ms Johanna Liukkonen, email: johanna.liukkonen@itu.int, tel. +41 22 730 6355.


Mr Seiichi Tsugawa, email: seiichi.tsugawa@itu.int, tel. +41 22 730 6362.



Please consult our website at http://www.itu.int/wsis
Annex 1




OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRIVATE SECTOR IN WSIS 

1. Governments are making decisions that will affect the future of your business.
The Summit in Tunis in November 2005 is action oriented, a Summit of solutions. Efforts will be made to put the Geneva Plan of Action into motion and working groups have been set up to find solutions and reach agreements in the fields of Internet governance and financing mechanisms. Their results provide inputs to the second phase of WSIS in Tunis. Also, measures will be taken to bridge the digital divide and hasten the achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals with the help of ICTs. The private sector is a major stakeholder in this process, and has a direct “bottom line” interest in many of its outcomes, including decisions affecting government policies and regulations related to business ICT investment, Internet governance, open source software, network security and SPAM. Business leaders should be present to voice their views on how these issues should be managed.

2. WSIS will lead to significant new business opportunities and partnerships. 

Future significant growth in the ICT sector will require a broadening of markets to capture new users and revenues in the developing and emerging markets, and through applications such as government procurement and service delivery, including innovative healthcare and education programmes. Many future business opportunities in the ICT sector will rely on a broadening of markets to capture new users in the developing world. Actions envisioned by WSIS in these areas could lead to significant new business opportunities. Furthermore, as traditional developed ICT markets become saturated, the opportunity to participate in a global Summit, which places special emphasis on fast-growing developing and emerging markets, provides yet another concrete reason for the private sector to get involved. We welcome your company to the Summit to position itself as a potential partner to meet the WSIS objectives.

3. CEOs will have privileged access at the Tunis Summit.

There is a range of exceptional opportunities for business leaders at the Tunis Summit, including plenary sessions, official round tables, high-level panels, the ICT4all exhibition and other parallel events as well as private and bilateral meetings. There will be possibilities to interact with leaders from government and other sectors, press conferences and other media events. The Draft Format of the Summit, adopted at PrepCom-2, can be found at: 

http://www.itu.int/wsis/documents/doc_multi.asp?lang=en&id=1518|0 
4. Many of the world’s leading political decision-makers will be present. 

Heads of State and Government are invited to participate in the Tunis phase of the Summit along with senior ministers responsible for foreign affairs, information and communication technologies and social and economic development, from more than 190 countries, representing many dynamic potential markets. The Tunis Summit in 2005 will offer significant high-profile opportunities for your company to meet with heads of government and the political establishment, as well as to address wider audiences through the international media. At WSIS Geneva, nearly 11,000 participants attended the events representing all stakeholders. Delegations from 175 countries including nearly 50 Heads of State and Government participated, and the event was covered by 1000 international media representatives from over 600 organizations. The Tunis Summit is expected to be of equal importance, if not more, with similar numbers of participants and media coverage.
5. WSIS attracts world leaders from all sectors to address pressing ICT issues. 

WSIS is the international meeting place for all stakeholders interested in the application of information and communication technologies to address various social and economic challenges in developing and developed countries. Private sector participants will have the opportunity to see what is happening in this field in all parts of the world as well as showcase their own contributions, and seek new partners from government, the private sector, intergovernmental organizations and civil society. 
Annex 2

INFORMATION FOR ORGANIZERS OF PARALLEL EVENTS

All accredited business entities may organize parallel events. Limitations may apply due to availability of space. Please note that the deadline for submissions for all requests is 30 April 2005.
The parallel events will be held from 14 to19 November 2005 at the Parc des expositions du Kram. The Government of Tunisia is responsible for coordinating the parallel events. Information about the parallel events can be found in the "Guidelines for Organizers of Parallel events during the second phase of WSIS", published on the website:

 <http://www.smsitunis2005.tn/plateforme/docs/guidelines.doc>  
Requests for the organization of parallel events have to be submitted using the form indicated in the Guidelines. Please find enclosed below the official form “Request for participation to the Parallel Events of the second phase of WSIS – Tunis 2005”. Requests for participation in parallel events must be submitted before 30 April 2005 and sent to one of the following email addresses:

smsi-evenementsparalleles@mincom.tn    /    wsis-parallelevents@mincom.tn
The parallel events include conferences, workshops, exhibitions, presentations, panel discussions, round tables, and cultural events related to WSIS. These events are being organized by various partners, governments, international organizations, civil society and the private sector. Several parallel events will be organized by ITU, CCBI, Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP) and others and will be of interest to the private sector. Proposals for parallel events are currently being accepted. Please, see the parallel event website: http://www.ict4all-tunis.org/ 

ICT4all EXHIBITION

The ICT4all exhibition will take place in Parc des expositions du Kram in parallel with the World Summit on the Information Society, 15 -19 November 2005. Stakeholders from governments, the private sector, international organizations and civil society will showcase technologies, products, projects, services, approaches, best practices and innovations in the field of ICT for Development. The Platform is open to all Summit participants as well as the general public and is expected to draw 20,000 to 30,000 visitors. 

We encourage your company to pre-book exhibition space on-line at the earliest as space is limited. Stands for large companies and for medium and small companies from high-income countries will cost 480 CHF/m2. For medium and small companies from low and medium income countries the rental is 240 CHF/m2. 

For more information and pre-booking your company’s exhibition space on-line, please see the website: www.expo.ict4all-tunis.org
	Demande de Participation aux Evènements Parallèles

de la seconde phase du SMSI – Tunis 2005

Request for participation to the Parallel Events

of the second phase of WSIS – Tunis 2005 


· Organisateur(s)/Organizers

Nom(s) de l’Entité / Name of the Entity:

 ………………..….………..………………………………

Phone : ……………………...………………… Fax : ……………….…………...…………………

e-mail : ……………………………………URL : ………….……………………………………..

Catégorie /Category:…………………….………………………………….………………………..

(Gouvernement/Organisation Intergouvernementale/Société Civile/Secteur Privé)

(Government/ Intergovernmental Organization/Civil Society/Private Sector)

· Evènement / Event

Activité proposée /Proposed activity :

 …………………………………….…………………...………

(réunions, conférences, panels, ateliers, présentation de projets, Evénement à caractère global, etc…)

(Meetings, conferences, panels, workshops, projects’ presentation, Global event, etc…)
Thème Central / Central theme: 

……………………….……………………………………………...

Noms des Animateurs / Name of moderators:


   
      -…………………..………………………………………………………………….


   
      -…………………..………………………………………………………………….


   
      -…………………..………………………………………………………………….

Date(s) souhaitée(s) / Proposed date(s):……………….…...….…………………………………….


                      (Entre le 14 et le 19 novembre 2005/ Between 14th and 19th November 2005)

Tranche(s) Horaire(s) / Time slot(s):

 ………….…………….………………………………………..

Espace demandé / Required space: 

………….………………………………………………………..
Nombre previsionnel de participants / Expected number of participants: ………………….......

· Personne contact / Person to be contacted

Nom/Name: …………………………. Prénom(s)/First name: …………………………….

Date: ………………………………….

Signature: ……………………...……………

· Annexes
Prière joindre une description détaillé de l’activité proposée / Please attach a detailed description of the proposed activity.

 
Remarques / Note

- Les demandes de participations aux évènements parallèles du SMSI doivent parvenir au comité conjoint des évènements parallèles à l’une des adresses suivantes au plus tard le 30 Avril ‏2005/ Requests for participation in parallel events must be submitted before 30 April 2005 and sent to one of the following email adresses :

smsi-evenementsparalleles@mincom.tn    /    wsis-parallelevents@mincom.tn
- Les confirmations de participation seront adressées aux organisateurs des évènements retenus par le comité conjoint avant le 30 Juin 2005 / The Joint Committee will make an announcement before 30th June 2005 concerning the parallel events that have been approved and will notify all those involved. 

- Les Organisateurs des évènements retenus seront invités à se mettre en rapport avec le comité d’organisation Tunis 2005 (COSMSI) avant le 31 Juillet 2005. / Event organizers should contact the Tunis 2005 Organizing Committee before 31 July 2005 to finalize arrangements regarding the organization of their activities.
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