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Outcome of the WSIS thematic meeting that took place within the Special Session of the 19th International CODATA Conference, November 10th, 2004, Berlin

The Committee on Data for Science and Technology convened a Special Session on the World Summit on the Information Society on the 10th of November, 2004, Berlin. This Special Session took place within the framework of the 19th International CODATA Conference. Read the detailed Report
The Session identified five action items leading to the second phase of WSIS in Tunis.

Near-term Actions (Before February 2005)

1. CODATA will distribute a short report on the Session to all participants, together with list of participants. 

2. CODATA will contact participants requesting a description of the activities that are currently been carried out by their respective scientific communities that directly/indirectly focus on the science-related issues from the Agenda for Action that came from Geneva.  These activities will be highlighted in the inventory of activities that CODATA and its partners are bringing together.  

Long-term Actions (Up to Tunis, November 2005)

3. CODATA in collaboration with its partners will compile an inventory of activities referred to in item 2.

4. CODATA in collaboration with other international organizations is organizing an International Workshop in September 2005 at UNESCO on “Building Information Commons for e-Science: Strategic Institutional and Policy Approaches.”
5. CODATA in collaboration with other members of the scientific community plans to organize a number of sessions within the framework of the Scientific Event in Tunis in 2005.

Outcome of these actions 

1. Inventory of Activities. Approximately 555 activities have been identified in this inventory. It should be noted that national and international scientific projects, publications, and events directly relevant to the WSIS themes were identified for inclusion in inventory 
using the following selection criteria (expanded to also include data centers, STM journals and related resources, toolkits and training, and portal and gateways):

a)
Relevant CODATA projects (including task groups), publications, and events.


b)
Relevant projects, publications, and events of CODATA’s WSIS partners.


c)
Relevant projects highlighted at the recent and upcoming workshops and 

conferences hosted by CODATA and its WSIS partners.


d)
Projects to be highlighted at the scientific satellite events in Tunis.


e)
Relevant activities identified by the U.S. National Academies/U.S. National 

Committee for CODATA in their preparation for WSIS.


f)
Other relevant activities identified through research or suggested by the 


scientific community.

2. International Workshop in UNESCO on the 1st and 2nd of September 2005, “Creating the Information Commons for e-Science: Toward Institutional Policies and Guidelines for Action”




This was organized under the sponsorship of the following organizations:


The Committee on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA) ; 

The International Council for Scientific and Technical Information (ICSTI);

The International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) ; 

The International Council for Science (ICSU);

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);

Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) ;

And in collaboration with 

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD.

3. CODATA is organizing two special sessions at a WSIS Satellite event in Tunis on the 14th November. Read more
Actions after Tunis 2005

Based on the discussions coming from the activities highlighted under point 2 and in anticipation of the discussions that will take place under point 3, CODATA in consultation with the International Council for Science (ICSU), the International Council of Scientific and Technical Information (ICSTI), the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP), the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS), the Science Commons, UNESCO, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), CERN, and scientists and scholars from around the world, will start the implementation of a new initiative to create the Global Information Commons for Science in 2006. A skeletal framework of the initiative can be found on http://www.codata.org/wsis/GlobalCommonsforScienceSept1.html
The Global Information Commons for Science Initiative is a multi-stakeholder undertaking with the following goals:

(1)  Improved understanding and increased awareness of the societal benefits of easier access to and use of scientific data and information, particularly those resulting from publicly funded research activities; 

(2) Wider adoption of successful methods and models for providing open availability on a sustainable basis and facilitating reuse of publicly-funded scientific data and information, as well as cooperative sharing of research materials and tools among researchers; and

(3) Encouragement and coordination of the efforts of the many stakeholders in the world’s diverse scientific community who are engaged in efforts to devise and implement effective means to achieve these objectives, with particular attention to developing countries. 

A detailed document on the initiative will be available on the CODATA website http://www.codata.org following the meeting in Tunis on the 14th November. 

For additional information contact: CODATA Secretariat, 51 Bld de Montmorency75016 Paris. Ph: + 33 1 45 25 04 96/Fax: + 33 1 42 88 14 66/E-mail: codata@dial.oleane.com. http://www.codata.org   (Date of Document: 8th November 2005)
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