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Mme chair, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for giving UNESCO the opportunity to take the floor.
UNESCO’s Constitution, states in para 2 ” the Organization will collaborate in the work of advancing the mutual knowledge and understanding of peoples, through all means of mass communication and to that end recommend such international agreements as may be necessary to promote the free flow of ideas by word and image”.

UNESCO believes that operational implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action should clearly be based on UN Resolution 57/270.
It is UNESCO’s view that since there is no single ownership of the issues of the information society, neither within the United Nations system nor within the other parts of the global community, the implementation process must be genuinely multi-stakeholder, transparent and non-bureaucratic. Although primary responsibility for implementation resides at the national level, there is significant scope to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the vast amount of implementation efforts through greater coordination and cooperation and by continuing the mobilization and momentum occasioned by WSIS.

The implementation of the Plan of Action provides unique opportunities to consolidate inter-agency cooperation and coordination. Coordination among the heads of international agencies should be enhanced to ensure the integrated and coordinated implementation of the outcomes of WSIS by the UN system.

UNESCO suggests establishing an appropriate interagency mechanism to foster coordination and cooperation, such as a committee or network with one or two lead agencies, task managers or chair, should be established under the Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB).

This group should comprise agencies that have assumed responsibilities under the action lines according to their mandate and competence.
UNESCO and ITU are key actors in the WSIS process. ITU has a mandate and expertise in

the field of telecommunications infrastructure and UNESCO has a mandate and competence in the fields of education, science, culture, communication, media and ethics. All these fields are central to the aims of WSIS.

UNESCO stands ready to assume the role of facilitator for Action Lines falling

within its mandate and competence.

UNESCO is also ready to share responsibility with ITU for a possible overarching coordination process or mechanisms of the Action Line multi-stakeholder teams. The focus would be to gather and exchange information, consolidate stocktaking, facilitate any review processes and reduce the amount of duplicated effort. The mechanism would not operate in a prescriptive fashion, but could channel insights gained during implementation to the relevant policy forums. 

In this respect allow me to refer you to the joint document WSIS-II/PC-3/DT/3(Rev.2)-E presented jointly by the Secretary-General of ITU and the Director-General of UNESCO.
Thank you for your attention.

