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Thank you Madame Chairperson
I am Thomas Pletscher, of economiesuisse and ICC Switzerland.

On behalf of CCBI, I am pleased to provide the following initial comments on the text of DT 9-E on the text of Chapters One and Four.

On Para 2: We suggest inserting the following as the second sentence of this paragraph, the text would read: “We recognize the importance of governments, business, civil society and all other stakeholders, in the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action at the national level.”
On Para 3: We would like to make the general point that the enabling environment components are separated throughout the document, and a concise articulation of the enabling environment components in one paragraph would be a more effective way of addressing these fundamental building blocks.
We suggest deletion of the second sentence of paragraph 3 as it is overly specific and the main concepts are captured in other paragraphs of these chapters.
The capacity building described in Paragraph 7c and d is very important from a business point of view. CCBI provided comprehensive language in its intervention last week. We would be pleased to provide this text again if you wish so.

Regarding paragraph 7e: We suggest that this paragraph is unclear and contains subjective concepts that are not clearly explained, and thus we suggest deletion of this paragraph.
Paragraph 7g: we recommend replacing the text in italics to read “promoting public policies aimed at fostering access”. These should be market based prices that governments can influence with enabling environment policies, hence this textual change.
On paragraph 7q: we suggest that the text starting with through enhanced” read “ through enhanced international cooperation that promotes the use of technology and human resources training and education about these technologies, and development so as to….”
On paragraph 7 r: we suggest that this would be clearer to replace ‘environment-friendly production processes etc to minimize the negative impacts” with “protect the environment with production processes, product recycling and ICT disposal…to reduce any potentially negative impact…while bringing the benefits of ICT to people”
On Paragraph 8: We would like to make the general point that creating an enabling environment including legal, policy and regulatory frameworks that promote competition, attract investment and foster entrepreneurship and innovation will stimulate economic growth and contribute to poverty reduction. The current text is unclear and we recommend emphasis on the points just made in the revised text.
On Paragraph 13: It has already been established that multi-stakeholder partnerships at the national, regional and international levels are important and effective. Thus, any advisory group should work to promote such partnerships.
On paragraph 15: All the various agencies have been called upon to take up their areas of expertise and thus we suggest deletion of this paragraph as it is too specific.
On paragraph 16 we suggest deleting the word “underline” in the second sentence and inserting the phrase “We call upon all stakeholders to participate in implementation”  
Paragraph 18: We recommend deleting 'bearing in mind' and replacing it with “that includes the critical and fundamental components of an enabling environment for investment in ICTs and that promotes entrepreneurship”
On paragraph19 c: We recommend replacing “necessary” with “essential”
On paragraph 20 c: We recommend deletion of “defined by the UN Secretary General” and ending the paragraph at “within the UN system. Thus deleting the rest of the paragraph which is already addressed in other parts of the documents.
On paragraph 22. We recommend deleting this paragraph.
Regarding Annex A and B ,and para 22, we feel that effective and timely implementation should be covered by 20 b and c. 
Chapter four:
On paragraph 41: We recommend deletion of “establish appropriate mechanisms” and the insertion of “we have to implement, evaluate, etc” through cooperative efforts of all stakeholders utilizing existing organizations.” Thus the second sentence would read “We recognize the need to implement, evaluate, conduct policy debates and review, through cooperative efforts of all stakeholders utilizing existing organizations at the national, regional and international levels.
On paragraph 47- We would suggest that rather than World Internet Day, that we consider World Information Society Day.
 The proposal that there be a day named, “World Internet Day”, does not seem consistent with the philosophy that is the foundation of other special UN days. Given limited UN funds, and the wide range of possible more appropriate names for special UN days, we propose that any day called for at WSIS have broad relevance with regard to improving the lives of people around the world. 
There are many other areas where we have questions, and look forward to providing input as we hear the debates.
Thank you for your attention.
What is the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI)?

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was held during the week of 8 December 2003 in Geneva, culminating in the Summit segment on 10-12 December 2003. The second part of this Summit will take place in 2005 in Tunisia. 

Principals of the Summit host countries and executive secretariat invited the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to create the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI) as a vehicle through which to mobilize and coordinate the involvement of the worldwide business community in the processes leading to and culminating in the Summit. ICC and the CCBI group led the private-sector effort to provide substantive input into the first phase of the Summit, and mobilized the private sector to participate in the preparatory phases and at the Summit itself. The CCBI, is constituted of the following organizations and their members: Among the organizations actively involved in the work of the CCBI, in addition to ICC, are: Associacion Hispanoamericana de Centros de Investigacion y Empresas de Telecomunicaciones, Brazilian Chamber of Electronic Commerce, the Business Council of the United Nations, Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD; Global Business Dialogue on Electronic Commerce; Global Information Infrastructure Commission; Money Matters Institute; United States Council on International Business; World Economic Forum; World Information Technology and Services Alliance; French Publishers Association; International Publishers Association; and Gobierno Digital. 

For further information regarding CCBI, please consult the WSIS website at: http://www.itu.int/wsis/index.html  

the CCBI website at www.businessatwsis.net  

or ICC’s website at: http://www.iccwbo.org/policy/ebitt/id2343/index.html
or contact wsis@iccwbo.org 
About ICC

ICC is the world business organization, the only representative body that speaks with authority on behalf of enterprises from all sectors in every part of the world. ICC promotes an open international trade and investment system and the market economy. Business leaders and experts drawn from the ICC membership establish the business stance on broad issues of trade and investment, e-business, IT and telecoms policy as well as on vital technical and sectoral subjects. ICC was founded in 1919 and today it groups thousands of member companies and associations from over 130 countries.
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