20 September 2005

CCBI intervention at informal consultation on Chapters One and Four of Operational Part of WSIS-Tunis documents

1 June 2005


Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI)

World Summit on the Information Society, WSIS

Tunis, 16 – 18 November 2005

CCBI Intervention on Chapters 1 and 4

Intervention by Allen Miller (WITSA)

20 September 2005, Geneva

Thank you Madam Chairperson. 

I am the Executive Director of the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) that consists of 67 national ICT associations from around the world.  Over half of our members are from developing countries.

On behalf of CCBI members, I would like to convey our appreciation for this opportunity to present our views on our overall objectives for Phase II of the Summit.  The text of the operational part of the WSIS Tunis documents and the development of the specific mechanisms or means to accomplish the follow-up and implementation of the WSIS Geneva and Tunis are the cornerstones to achieving these objectives.

The WSIS-related discussions of the past few years have underscored the essential roles played by the private sector in the information society and in the integration of ICTs to promote social development and economic growth.

The role of private sector includes: 

· Businesses that along with individuals, artists, civil society groups, governments, the media and others create and/or utilize information or content, and promote freedom of expression and other human rights,

· Service and application providers that invest large human and capital resources in infrastructure and then offer capabilities to store, process, and transport information for use by people,

· Equipment suppliers that invest and innovate to provide devices and systems that support the end-to-end capabilities needed to meet peoples needs,

· Private academic institutions that educate and train people to allow them to develop their skills and contribute to society, and

· Industry-led international organizations that encourage cooperation, quality and interoperability within the global ICT ecosystem.

 The growth and innovation experienced to date by the Internet is testimony to the flexibility and attention paid by the private sector.  An excellent example of this perspective is the Report of the Task Force on Financing Mechanisms presented to the PrepCom 2 in Geneva.

Thus, CCBI’s overarching message is that we must assure that the major focus of the WSIS in Tunis is on the goals of ICT for development.  We must continue to emphasize the critical importance of national policies that encourage competitiveness and market forces.  There is certainly by now ample evidence that such policies generate economic growth, create jobs and stimulate private investment by expanding access, lowering prices, and improving the quality of life of citizens worldwide by bringing them the benefits of ICTs.

The private sector strongly believes that such principles should be incorporated into the documents that come out of Phase II of the WSIS.  To fail to do so would ignore the history of the Internet, especially with respect to the leading role that the private sector has and continues to play, and would jeopardize the progress that needs to continue to be made on behalf of people around the world.

The private sector operating in a competitive and enabling market will inevitably be essential to the accomplishment of most, if not all, of the operational goals that will be adopted in Tunis.  Therefore, all discussions of implementation and follow up must include the full and active participation of the private sector.
The CCBI thanks you once again for the opportunity to make these remarks, and we look forward to expanding on them in more explicit detail in future interventions. Thank you for your attention. 

What is the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI)?

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was held during the week of 8 December 2003 in Geneva, culminating in the Summit segment on 10-12 December 2003. The second part of this Summit will take place in 2005 in Tunisia. 

Principals of the Summit host countries and executive secretariat invited the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to create the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI) as a vehicle through which to mobilize and coordinate the involvement of the worldwide business community in the processes leading to and culminating in the Summit. ICC and the CCBI group led the private-sector effort to provide substantive input into the first phase of the Summit, and mobilized the private sector to participate in the preparatory phases and at the Summit itself. The CCBI, is constituted of the following organizations and their members: Among the organizations actively involved in the work of the CCBI, in addition to ICC, are: Associacion Hispanoamericana de Centros de Investigacion y Empresas de Telecomunicaciones, Brazilian Chamber of Electronic Commerce, the Business Council of the United Nations, Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD; Global Business Dialogue on Electronic Commerce; Global Information Infrastructure Commission; Money Matters Institute; United States Council on International Business; World Economic Forum; World Information Technology and Services Alliance; French Publishers Association; International Publishers Association; and Gobierno Digital. 

For further information regarding CCBI, please consult the WSIS website at: http://www.itu.int/wsis/index.html
the CCBI website at www.businessatwsis.net
or ICC’s website at: http://www.iccwbo.org/home/e_business/wsis.asp
or contact wsis@iccwbo.org
About ICC

ICC is the world business organization, the only representative body that speaks with authority on behalf of enterprises from all sectors in every part of the world. ICC promotes an open international trade and investment system and the market economy. Business leaders and experts drawn from the ICC membership establish the business stance on broad issues of trade and investment, e-business, IT and telecoms policy as well as on vital technical and sectoral subjects. ICC was founded in 1919 and today it groups thousands of member companies and associations from over 130 countries. 
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