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Thank you Madam Chair. In Para 11 of the Geneva Declaration, Governments “committed (themselves) to realizing our common vision of the Information Society” in close partnership with young people. They further “recognize(d) that young people are the future workforce and leading creators and earliest adopters of ICTs” and that “They must (therefore) be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers.” 

Now, with the current draft of the Political Chapeau, the Youth Caucus is deeply concerned that Governments are backsliding in this commitment, especially when the reference to special needs and roles of children and youth in building an inclusive Information Society has been deleted in Para 11A.

On this regard, we urge Governments present in this room to recommit themselves to the spirit of Para 11 of the Geneva Declaration by approving our new proposed paragraph, 10B, which reads as follows:


“We reaffirm our commitment to empowering young people as key partners in building an inclusive Information Society. We will mobilize resources for the sustainable implementation of innovative ICT-based development programs with active engagement of youth and widen opportunities for them to be fully involved in global and national e-strategy decision-making processes. We will strengthen action to protect and defend the rights of children from abuse in the context of ICTs.”

We further urge Governments to add “children and youth” after women in Para 7g AND retain Paras 7d, 7s and 7w. 

Madam Chair, thank you and we look forward to seeing our proposed paragraph adopted.
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