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ECPAT International – End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes 

14 November 2005

Regarding Chapter 2: Funding Mechanisms and Annex: Action Line Coordinators 

Document: WSIS-II/PC-3/DOC/7 (Rev. 1)-E
1. Regarding new text for paragraphs 33m and 37n of Chapter 2 (Financial Mechanisms) 
ECPAT International proposes a new paragraph 33m (in bold) as an important issue for ICT development which has thus far received inadequate attention, as follows:  

Developing infrastructure, content, services, training and education that will ensure children and young people are protected from abuse and exploitation through ICTs, as an integral part of the expansion of access to ICTs for development. 

ECPAT International also proposes a new paragraph 37n (in bold) as a much-needed improvement to existing financing mechanisms, as follows:  

Conducting assessments of the social impact on children and young people of all policies, programmes and projects for ICT for development. 

Children and young people are leading users and adopters of new ICTs around the world and also comprise at least half the population of developing countries seeking ICT for Development. These developing countries, especially in Asia and Africa, are already experiencing a rapid spread of mobile phones, including 3rd generation phones, and of Internet access. 

This expansion of ICT access by children and young also expands their exposure to the risks of abuse through new technologies, especially among children already vulnerable to sexual exploitation. Such risks include child pornography, online sexual solicitation, exposure to illegal and harmful materials, and being targets of adults using ICTs to organise child sex tourism, child pornography and child trafficking. 

Specific policies and measures to prevent such exploitation of children must be built into ICT4Development financing mechanisms at all levels and by all actors. Child-impact assessments should be conducted before new ICT for development plans are rolled out, in the same way that environmental impact assessments are now for infrastructure development.     

2. Regarding a change in Action Line from C:10 to C:5 in the Annex  

ECPAT International proposes that the Action Line C:10 para 25 of the Geneva Plan of Action as it relates to actions against abusive uses of ICTs should be shifted primarily to Action Line C:5. 

Acting against and to prevent such abusive uses as “all forms of child abuse, including paedophilia and child pornography, and trafficking in, and exploitation of, human beings” is part of combating cybercrime, which falls under Action Line C:5.  

Submitted by Ms Carmen Madrinan, Executive Director, ECPAT International, 

328 Phaya Thai Rd, Bangkok 10400, Thailand. Tel: +66-2-215-3388, Fax: +66-2-215-8272 Email: media@ecpat.net  Websites: www.ecpat.net and www.make-IT-safe.net 

· ECPAT is a network of child rights groups in 67 countries in special consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council and is a member of the WSIS Child Rights Caucus.  







