ITU Position on WSIS Implementation Mechanisms

1. With respect to document WSIS-II/PC-3/DT/9, the International Telecommunication Union wishes to maintain the view submitted jointly with UNESCO in Doc. WSIS-II/PC-3/DT3 (rev.2); and alsoCONTR/10-E).  That document proposed an approach which emphasizes the prominent roles that both agencies are willing to play in the implementation and coordination of the WSIS Plan of Action, through a multistakeholder approach, based on our respective mandates and competencies in different aspects of the Information Society.

2. Consultations with UNDP have also taken place concerning their role as a third pole in this joint proposal, as a key UN development agency in charge of coordinating the implementation of the Millennium Declaration.  We support a key and leading role for ITU, UNESCO and UNDP to coordinate implementation efforts in a light-handed manner, befitting from the comparative advantage of each institution and following a multistakeholder approach.  

3. The possible role of ITU as a coordinator of specific action lines of the Geneva Plan of Action has been endorsed by the 2005 session of the ITU Council. Council Resolution 12 44 on the possible ITU “coordination” role in implementation and follow-up of WSIS Action Lines was presented at PrepCom-3 by the Chair of the Council-Working group on WSIS 

4. ITU welcomes the new UNESCO comment on WSIS implementation.  ITU believes that the joint proposal and position of ITU and UNESCO are fully consistent with UNGA Resolution 57/270 B, which does not preempt any Summit to decide on its own specific implementation mechanism, which can then feed into the UN process for an integrated approach for all Summits.  

5. An appropriate inter-agency coordination mechanism in the UN system can also play a useful role as part of the effort to provide coordination of the activities under the action line teams. Such a mechanism could benefit from the HLSOC, an already existing mechanism established by the CEB in regard to the WSIS process. 

6. Paragraph 17 of DT/9 recognizes distinct and separate tasks following the Tunis Summit:  (1) implementation (2) evaluation and (3) review, policy debate and follow-up.  While our comments to date have largely addressed the first task of implementation, ITU fully recognizes the possible role of other entities, such as ECOSOC and its affiliated bodies, in relation to the review, policy debate and follow-up.               

