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Yesterday was International Peace Day, and Secretary General Kofi Annan called for a minute of silence worldwide to reaffirm the United Nations pledge for Peace. We are here deciding on the common space of humanity created by the Internet and other communications technologies. It is imperative for all of us to understand the shared responsibility we hold to the billions of  people today and the generations of the future. The work of this Subcommittee on follow-up to the World Summit on the Information Society would gain in strength and spirit if we make values, ethics and the concept of shared responsibility pivotal to these discussions.

We trust you will place the implementation of the Geneva Declaration of Principles under the ethical umbrella enshrined in the Civil Society Declaration at the Geneva Summit. This Declaration stated that “Information and communication societies have the potential to catalyze and help the enormous financial, technical, human and moral resources required for sustainable development. These resources will only be freed up as the peoples of the world develop a profound sense of responsibility for the fate of the planet and the wellbeing of the entire human family”

Yesterday, on World Peace Day, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan declared :

“Peace is the paramount United Nations mission. It is the basis of our existence. The essence of our identity. The cause that animates everything we do. September 21st, the International Day of Peace is a day on which we reaffirm our commitment to this quest. It is an opportunity to consider how to strengthen our system of collective security and the global partnership for development. It is a day on which people around the world observe a minute of silence at noon local time.”

Madam Chairperson, in the same spirit, we would like to devote the next minute of our limited speaking time to allow all delegates to take a moment of silence to reflect not just on peace but on our ethical responsibility to the global community in providing a framework for all to coexist harmoniously. I thank you madam Chair, and please let a minute pass in silence. 

