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Thank you Chair.  On behalf of CCBI we would like to express our appreciation the Chair’s efforts to bring together many complex issues in a detailed and coherent manner.  We thank you for the opportunity to provide initial general comments on your Internet governance paper.  While we will discuss several general principles that we believe should be the focus of Chapter 3 of the Tunis Operational Document in our intervention this morning, we would also like to inform delegates that we have developed specific comments on each paragraph of the paper, and made several proposals that elaborate on our general principles.  We look forward to continuing to provide specific input as the chapter evolves over the course of this week.
First, our comments and written suggestions are directed to the fundamental purpose of the WSIS to create enhanced access to ICTs for development and to ensure the continued stability, security and robustness of the Internet.  There are many elements necessary to achieve those goals, and we hope that all of us will direct our efforts to adopting the best approach for each.  While we will address all of them where appropriate, we believe that capacity building, which links Internet governance to the purpose of the Summit, should be the primary theme of the chapter, and thus propose that it be clearly reflected in the Introductory section of the chapter. In this regard, education and ICT skills workforce development is the cornerstone of success in the use of ICTs and in promoting the information society for all.
Second, the efforts of the private sector and the wider Internet community have driven the extraordinary growth of the Internet around the world.  An enabling environment is essential in order to continue that growth and extend it, particularly to the least developed countries.  The creation and maintenance of that environment must be emphasized and supported in the document written this week.

It is critical that national and regional policies implement legal and regulatory frameworks that are pro-competitive, spur investment, and foster entrepreneurship.  An enabling environment that can attract investment will get investment, resulting in improved infrastructure, reduced costs, and economic and social development.  For example, appropriate national and regional policies that support the creation and development of national and regional Internet exchange points can reduce international Internet costs incurred by developing countries, thereby reducing interconnection costs and broadening network access.
Third, we urge recognition of extraordinary work of existing mechanisms and current programs already underway.  We believe that they can and will achieve many of the WSIS goals more quickly, more effectively and cost efficiently than any other alternative.  It is important to recognize and support their continued exercise of their respective core competencies 
Several current organizations are finding solutions for the wide range of challenges involved in current work on internationalized domain names.  This work encompasses complicated technical, political and policy issues that must be carefully considered.  
Similarly, CCBI believes that the final document should recognize those policies adopted by current institutions and mechanisms where they have successfully addressed issues.  For example, the goal of making Internet resources available to meet the needs of stakeholders globally should be based on technical approaches that meet the growing demand, while keeping the risks to the stability and security of the Internet low.  Private sector leadership in this area provides the opportunity for governmental and civil society participation and should be supported.
Fourth, a fundamental recognition that must be kept in mind throughout the document is that the success of the Internet and its governance is the result of a cooperative and collaborative effort amongst all stakeholders.  Each stakeholder has an important role to play in Internet governance, and the document should emphasize the shared responsibilities and opportunities for each to contribute to the Internet’s growth, stability and robustness.  

While governments have responsibilities for Internet-related public policy issues, other stakeholders should also be involved in public policy development.   The Internet has functioned well and flourished in a distributed and decentralized manner, and should be allowed to continue to do so.  However, the complex and collaborative nature of Internet governance necessitates continued improvements in communication among international, intergovernmental and other institutions and stakeholders regarding Internet governance activities.  
We wish to ensure a strong commitment to full and effective multistakeholder participation throughout the chapter, recognizing all relevant stakeholders.  Much of the WSIS has focused on the roles of governments, the private sector and civil society in the continued development and governance of the Internet.  The important role of the wider Internet community cannot be ignored.  In order to ensure the fullest development and expansion of the Internet the involvement of the technical community is vital.  

Finally, we reemphasize the critical importance for achieving the development and other objectives central to WSIS and that all stakeholders commit to protect the current healthy state of the Internet.  Change should be evolutionary and carefully considered.  There is much positive to be built upon.  We need to support what is already good, improve where we can and always assure that we will not turn back the progress we can see everyday.

Again, we look forward to consulting with delegates on our specific proposals to address these points.

Thank you.

