Thank you Mr. Chairman.

The objective of this statement is to bring to the attention of the honourable delegates of this preparatory conference, that many issues identified by the WGIG report are associated with the observation of one specific model of the Internet, that at a certain point in time, this given model of the Internet will eventually evolve.

There are two observations which allow us to make the argument upon which the growth of Internet access towards broadband, as well as the evolution of operator networks towards IP protocol (in particular IP version 6), will inevitably bring new or alternate models of operation:

· Firstly of all, we can already observe that broadband access contracts, more and more, are associated with a bundle of services whereby the service provider is responsible for both the quality and the reliability of these services.  This is a normal and inevitable evolution.  Network access –especially when it is associated with new, and at times, considerable investments- will not be justifiable economically by an actor deploying it, until new value-added revenues are associated with the service offer.  For instance, many broadband access subscribers today are offered – in addition to Internet access-  a Voice over IP telephony service (with an associated “classical” telephone number and handset); even though this telephone service is offered at a much cheaper rate than that of a classical telephone operator, it must be provided with an adequate level of quality and reliability.

· The second evolution, resulting from the migration of operator networks towards IP Protocol (in particular, version 6) will bring a real revolution in business models.  Tomorrow’s network architecture will allow to offer a multitude of services while maintaining the same quality of service, reliability and security.  Moreover, interconnection agreements between networks at the level of the mutual termination of new multimedia communications services are already happening today. This is not science fiction, new architectural models allowing the above, are already standardized (under the IMS acronym for specialists) and will – if not already- soon be deployed. 

This above-mentioned evolution is enriching the Internet, by adding application and service intelligence used within the heart of the network, as well as on its edges.  In essence, the goal of this enriched evolution is to allow new quality service offerings in a way that are compatible with the current so-called “end-to-end” model upon which the Internet was built. 

On the eve of this negotiation, we wish to draw to the attention of the delegates, the fact that the Internet, which came out from universities and industry laboratories to the general public in the early nineties (largely through the fixed telephony access infrastructure), is going through an important evolution with broadband access (be it wireless or wireline) and the network migration towards IPv6.

We therefore hope that an environment, favouring the creation of new services and applications, in particular by the private sector,  but equally by the larger community of Internet users, will be maintained and encouraged. 

We also do hope that no decision of this summit will prejudge the future technologies which every day, enrich the Internet and will continue to enrich the Internet, as this future is yet to be built.

