Submission from Ghana on behalf of the African Group

Report by Sub-committee A of the African Group on Parts 1-5 of the Document "Food for Thought"

With respect to part 4: identifying public policy issues relevant to Internet governance, Sub-committee B of the African group recommends the following:

Part 1 : Introduction


The WGIG Mandate

1. The mandate of the WGIG stemmed from the Geneva phase of the WSIS, where Heads of State and Governments recognized the importance of the Internet: they acknowledged
 that the Internet is a central element of the infrastructure of the emerging information society, while recognizing that there are differing views on the suitability of current institutions and mechanisms for managing processes and developing policies for the global Internet.  For this reason they requested the Secretary-General to set up a Working Group on Internet Governance, in view of preparing the ground for negotiations at the second phase of the WSIS, to be held in Tunis in November 2005.

2. The WSIS Declaration of Principles and the WSIS Plan of Action
 adopted in Geneva set the parameters for the WGIG and contain its Terms of Reference and work programme. The WGIG has been asked inter alia to “investigate and make proposals for action, as appropriate, on the governance of the Internet by 2005”, dealing with the following issues
:

· Develop a working definition of Internet governance;

· Identify the public policy issues that are relevant to Internet governance;

· Develop a common understanding of the respective roles and responsibilities of governments, existing international organizations and other forums as well as the private sector and civil society from both developing and developed countries.

For developing an understanding of governance issues, the WGIG found it useful to review the different phases of the Internet’s development, from a research project in the 1960s, to a widespread commercial infrastructure with close to one billion Internet users connected in 2004.

Principles of the Geneva Declaration for the international management of the Internet

We reaffirm our commitment to the principles agreed upon during the first phase of the WSIS held in Geneva in 2003, particularly in paragraph 48 of the Declaration of Principles:

“The Internet has evolved into a global facility available to the public and its governance should constitute a core issue of the Information Society agenda. The international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. It should ensure an equitable distribution of resources, facilitate access for all and ensure a stable and secure functioning of the Internet, taking into account multilingualism”.

            Working definition of Internet governance

This definition proposed by WGIG is acceptable and respond to the needs of all stakeholder. The definition is descriptive, concise and generalizable. 

“Internet governance is the development and application by governments, the private sector, and civil society, in their respective roles, of shared principles, norms, rules, decision-making procedures, and programs that shape the evolution and use of the Internet”.

Part 2 : Stakeholders

Respective roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders 

The Internet Governance must be multilateral, transparent and democratic with full implication of all stakeholders i.e. Governments, private sector, civil society as well as intergovernmental organizations and international organizations,
30.
Governments. The roles and responsibilities of Governments include:

· Public policy making and coordination and implementation, as appropriate, at the national level, and policy development and coordination at regional and international levels;

· Creating an enabling environment for ICT development;

· Oversight functions;

· Development and adoption of laws, regulations and standards;

· Treaty making;

· Development of best practices;

· Fostering capacity building in and through ICTs;

· Promoting research and development of technologies and standards;

· Permitting and Promoting access to ICT services; 

· Combating cybercrime, non indicated content and spam ;

· Fostering international and regional cooperation;

· Promoting the development of infrastructure and ICT applications;

· Addressing general developmental aspects; 

· Promoting multilingualism and cultural diversity;

· Dispute resolution and arbitration.
· Management of  all CCTLDs by respective countries

31.
Private Sector. The roles and responsibilities of the private sector include:

· Industry self-regulation;

· Development of best practices;

· Participation in development of policy proposals, guidelines and tools for policy-makers and other stakeholders;

· Research and development of technologies, standards and processes;

· Contribute to the drafting of national law and participate in national and international policy development; 

· Foster innovation;

· Dispute resolution and arbitration;

· Promoting capacity building.

32.
Civil Society. The roles and responsibilities of civil society include:
· Awareness raising and capacity building (knowledge, training, skills sharing);

· Promote various public interest objectives;

· Facilitate network building;

· Mobilize citizens in democratic processes;

· Bring perspectives of marginalized groups including for example excluded communities and grassroots activists;

· Engage in policy processes;

· Bring expertise, skills, experience and knowledge in a range of ICT policy areas contributing to policy processes and policies that are more bottom-up, people-centered and ​inclusive;

· Research and development of technologies and standards;

· Development and dissemination of best practices;

· Helping to ensure that political and market forces are accountable to the needs of all members of society;

· ​Encourage social responsibility and good governance practice;

· Advocate for development of social projects and activities that are critical but may not be ‘fashionable’ or profitable;

· Contribute to ​shaping visions of human-centered information societies based on human rights, sustainable development, social justice and empowerment;

It is important to underscore and applaud the valuable contribution of the academic and technical communities in the functioning and evolution of the Internet.

The intergovernmental organizations and international organizations must be associated in the Internet functioning in the framework of their activities.

         Coordination

1) Institutional Coordination

72.
Pursuant to Paragraph 50 of the WSIS Declaration of Principles, the WGIG recommends that the Secretariats of intergovernmental organizations and other institutions dealing with Internet governance issues continue to improve the coordination of their activities and exchange information on a regular basis both among themselves and with the forum.

2) Regional and National Coordination

73.
The WGIG noted that international coordination needs to build on policy coordination at the national level. Global Internet governance can only be effective if there is coherence with regional, sub-regional and national level policies. The WGIG therefore recommends:

(a) In order for the work on Internet governance to be fully supported at the regional and sub-regional level, that the multi-stakeholder approach be implemented as far as possible in all regions. 

(b) Coordination among all stakeholders at the national level and the setting up of a multi-stakeholder national Internet governance steering committee or similar body.

                    In this regard, we recommand the creation at the national level :

· Framework for building multi-stakeholders partership ;

· National structures in charge of the promotion and development of the information and shared knowledge society as well as sub-regional and regional coordination structures. 













