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Thank you Mr. Chairman. First let me express my deep appreciation to the Government and people of Tunisia for the excellent arrangements made for our meetings and for the hospitality extended to us.

The Barbados Delegation welcomes the opportunity to participate in these negotiations on internet governance. There are a few points that should remain before us over the next few days. We believe very strongly, like many other delegates, that we must be guided by the Principles that were agreed when we met in Geneva at the first phase of the Summit, and here we wish to stress the need for the principles of:
“inclusiveness, transparency, multilateralism and democracy”

That is why we believe that developing countries, particularly Small Island Developing States and Least Developed Countries must be permitted to participate in the internet governance process. In this regard there seems to be a good case for the internationalization of ICANN. Here, I note that the statement by Brazil is very interesting. We believe that the stakeholders should be afforded the opportunity to discuss issues affecting the internet and in this regard the proposal for the establishment of a Forum is worthy of consideration.

We appreciate that the internet has evolved over many years to what it is today. We believe that the process of change should be permitted to continue in the interest of all stakeholders, for the internet has important implications for the development of all our countries.
In this regard we are satisfied that concerns of accessibility and access cost for developing countries must be addressed in a meaningful way. We believe that there is a role for the UN and its agencies to play in the implementation and follow-up mechanisms.

Finally Mr. Chairman, we believe that your document ,“Food for Thought”, provides a point of departure for our negotiations and we thank you for it.

Barbados stands ready to work with other delegates in order that we can complete our work on time and reach consensus on all issues.

Thank you.
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