African Common Position on Implementation Mechanisms

Submitted by Ghana on behalf of the African Group

Tunis, 13 November 2005

Based on Document: WSIS-II/PC-3/DT-26 (Rev. 2)-E and considering that the Tunis Summit will be dealing with implementation issues after laying down the principles governing the Information Society, the African Group reemphasized the importance of having clear guidelines on implementation and follow up.  In this context the African Group is in favor of a mechanism which would facilitate coordination under the ITU, UNESCO and UNDP. The coordination process should not require the creation of any new operational bodies. The attached annex has been agreed upon by the African Group to clearly delineate implementation and follow up and should be integral part of Document: WSIS-II/PC-3/DT-26 (Rev. 2)-E or any document which would replace it.
Annex to document WSIS-II/PC-3/DT-26 (Rev. 2)-E

	Action Line 
	Coordinator(s) 

	С1. The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development 
	ECOSOC/UN Regional Commissions

	С2. Information and communication infrastructure 
	ITU 

	C3. Access to information and knowledge 
	ITU/UNESCO

	C4. Capacity building
	UNESCO/ITU/UN Regional Commissions 

	C5. Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs 
	ITU

	C6. Enabling environment 
	ITU/UNDP/UN Regional Commissions

	C7. ICT Applications 

· E-government 

· E-business 

· E-learning 
· E-health 
· E-employment 
· E-environment 
· E-agriculture 
· E-science 
	UNDP/ITU

WTO/UNCTAD

UNESCO/ITU

WHO/ITU

ILO
WHO/WMO/ UNEP/UN-Habitat

FAO

UNESCO

	C8.  Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content 
	UNESCO

	C9. Media 
	UNESCO 

	C10. Ethical dimensions of the Information Society
	UNESCO/ECOSOC

	C11. International and regional cooperation
	UN Regional Commissions/ UNDP/ITU/ECOSOC/

	B. Objectives, goals and targets
	ECOSOC/ITU

	D. Digital Solidarity
	UNDP/ITU/ UN Regional Commissions

	E. Follow-up and evaluation


	ITU/UN Regional Commissions




Recommendations: 

· The issue is of utmost importance to developing countries and should be regarded through the following parameters:

1- Item 61 of Geneva Declaration of Principles clearly says that" In order to build an inclusive global Information Society, we will seek and effectively implement concrete international approaches and mechanisms, including financial and technical assistance".

2- The Tunis Summit as the second phase of the WSIS is agreed to be dealing with implementation after laying down the principles of the Information Society in Geneva Summit. 

3- Therefore there should be a mechanism to implement the commitments agreed upon in both Summits on the international level as suggested above (Coordination role led by ITU, UNESCO and UNDP in addition to the annex, which clearly delineates responsibilities in the implementation and follow up process).

4- An overall review of the implementation of the WSIS outcomes should be conducted in 2010.
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