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Kuwait Information Technology Society (KITS) expresses its deepest thanks and regards to the WGIG team on preparing the Internet Governance report which we believe that it represents a good base and reference to reach common consensus on the Issue of Internet Governance.

With reference to the current situation of unilateral governance of the internet, we highly value and respect the role and effort that contributed positively to the expansion and evolution of Internet; and making available to the world-wide audience which became involved stakeholders, each with its interest and contribution to the Internet.

We strongly believe that now we are at the beginning of a new stage that requires Internet governance to be a multi lateral responsibility with the participation of all stakeholders (Government, Private Sector, Civil Society, and Inter-governmental/International organizations). The multi lateral governance of the internet should be within an acceptable model to all stakeholders which we find it crucial to its sustainability.

Yet the transformation from a unilateral model to a multilateral model should be evolutionary and not revolutionary. Internet Governance requires vast resources, some of it is available on multilateral level and some of it needs time to be ready. There are issues and measures that need to be resolved, agreed on and tested before the transfer to a multi-lateral model. Matters like (but not limited to) the quality of operations, security and privacy need to be looked on to ensure that everybody is within an acceptable level.

We find the definition of Internet Governance that is mentioned in the WGIG report is satisfactory and fair to all stakeholders and the criteria used to develop this definition is a fair criteria. We further support the establishment of the open forum that allows all stakeholders to interact with each other and voice their opinions and concerns as well as hearing what others think about it.

We believe that having international domain names is a positive contribution to the internet; however there are some important issues that we need to take into consideration. The Internet have brought the world community together, it broke boundaries and allowed the free flow of information and content, and allowed people and communities to outreach others with respect of cultural diversity and multilingualism. Therefore we support international domain names as long as there is a mandatory common convention of domain names is maintained. We strongly believe and support that current domain convention should be maintained as the basic address to any site on the internet while associating with it an international address. 

Furthermore we believe that within different communities of a single language, a unified addressing should be maintained and variations are allowed at most only on second level domain conventions or gTLDs (com, co ..etc.). It raises our concern, that taking international domain names beyond that level may create isolated islands that will harm the free flow of information and content.

Comparing the chairman's paper to the WGIG report, we feel that many of the points mentioned under section III "Identifying Public Policies" has been omitted and we support that they are re-iterated in the chair's paper. 

We further support the roles outlined in section IV of the WGIG report of all stakeholders, and we look forward with a great hope and high expectation that any model will be adopted in section 5 of the chair's paper will have a clear structured form of participation for all stakeholders based on their respective roles as outlined in the WGIG report.

Thank You

