CANADA

Canada has been a strong supporter of the WSIS since its inception.  Canada’s original vision statement for this UN initiative was that the “WSIS is about development”.  Our support has been based on our belief in the importance of information and communications technologies (ICTs) as a tool for creating the information society.  Central to this belief is our understanding that all the peoples of the world must truly have the opportunity to participate in the information society if we are to achieve the maximum benefits for mankind.  For that reason, we continue to believe that the WSIS must strive to raise awareness of the potential of ICTs for development at the highest political levels.
In principle, Canada supports the idea of creating a multi-stakeholder forum to discuss a broad range of public policy issues related to the Internet.  We believe it is desirable to build upon the dialogue established by the WGIG and its public consultations.
        
The forum should not be a permanent institution; it should be established for not more than five years and its operation should make maximum use of ICTs to operate in a cost-effective and inclusive fashion. 
        
The forum should focus on capacity building, particularly to develop the knowledge and experience necessary for developing countries to be able to participate effectively in the discussion of Internet issues.  The forum could encourage examination of a range of public policy options which may be useful for interested countries.
        
The forum should not be involved in day-to-day operations of the Internet, nor distract from discussions taking place in existing organizations.
        
Adequate resources must be identified to ensure that all stakeholders (including developing countries, SMEs and civil society) are able to participate.  The forum should be supported by a very light organization, with a focus on development. 
        
Canada does not support the creation of a new treaty organization for the purposes of Internet governance. 

Turning briefly to the contents fo Part 5, Canada believes that this section should include a series of strongly and positively-worded promises by leaders to the global Internet community, including present and future users.  This section should serves as a commitment to expanding the benefits of the information society, consistent with the purposes of WSIS.
As an example, and a contribution to that section, Canada proposes the following text: 

"We commit to take no action that threatens the stability and security of the Internet, and call on all other stakeholders to do the same."
