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15 August 2005

WGIG Executive Secretariat

By email: wsis-contributions@itu.int 

InternetNZ’s response to the Final Report

of the Working Group on Internet Governance

The Internet Society of New Zealand Incorporated (InternetNZ) has reviewed the WGIG report and offers the following commentary. 


InternetNZ is a not-for-profit membership based organisation broadly aligned to the ISOC principles and has the significant mission of achieving an "open and uncapturable Internet". InternetNZ is recognised by IANA as the delegation holder for the ccTLD .nz. The Government of New Zealand recognises InternetNZ's right to manage the .nz namespace and encourages industry best practice and industry self regulation rather than any legislative or regulatory role over the ccTLD. 


InternetNZ firstly congratulates the WSIS for their efforts to bring together disparate opinion on Internet Governance, and through the report to summarise these opinions and provide a most useful definition of Internet Governance. 


InternetNZ has given consideration to the four very different suggestions for models of Internet Governance, and wishes to voice concern at these models. Each of the models promotes differing degrees of change to the status quo. It is our opinion that none of the four models provides any perceivable benefit to the status quo. In addition, all four models provide a potentially greater threat to the security and stability of the Internet than does the status quo. While we note that the Report does not recommend the adoption of any of the models or any combination of these, we note the risk that other participants in the WSIS process may believe that the models provided are in a position to be easily – or usefully – adopted. We do not accept that this is the case. 


InternetNZ notes that the Internet has grown from humble beginnings to now incorporate over 1 billion users. Such staggering uptake has been achieved through the rapid development and deployment of technologies and standards, upon a platform utilising combinations of input and collaboration from Governments, private business, civil society, and non-profit organisations. The Internet has developed from "best endeavour" to a stage where it competes in terms of availability, security and stability almost on a par with international telecommunications. The processes undertaken by ISOC through its oversight role of the IAB and IETF, combined with the roles of IANA and the root server operators, have provided the foundation upon which many businesses have built successful markets, in terms of provision of infrastructure, equipment and services, ranging from global corporations to massive numbers of self-employed or one-person businesses. Along with commercial markets there are many examples of successful and ongoing outreach programmes to bring the Internet to communities that cannot commercially afford the purchase and installation of the equipment needed on their own. In any case, ongoing outreach programmes in training and up-skilling already continue to ensure improvements in uptake.


InternetNZ contests the concept promoted in the WGIG report relating to "national sovereignty" over the ccTLD namespace, and believes that further debate is required to fully understand the tenets of RFC1591, and its continued applicability today. As most ccTLD operators offer virtually unrestricted registration of names, rather than limiting registrations purely to residents of a country, it is arguable that there is no specific sovereign right or national attachment to a ccTLD. The fact that the ISO3166 list was used for the allocation of ccTLDs initially was not made with any view to a related sovereign right, and could have easily alternatively been the IDD telecommunications code for the country, or merely a random number. 

InternetNZ believes the continuation of the ICANN model is likely to provide the most cohesive form of Internet Governance in the longer term. ICANN is only 6 years old, and has been constantly changing and evolving towards a truly globally representative Internet Governance body. The US Government quite properly, in our opinion, will not relinquish its rights to authenticate root server changes until such time that it has certainty that ICANN is sufficiently mature and globally representative that it is able to properly and legitimately be trusted to assume such responsibility.

 
InternetNZ contends that the Internet will continue to expand to all corners of the globe, that there are sufficient stakeholders whose interests are not so aligned to the pursuit of wealth as they are to the empowerment of all people on the planet, and that the continued evolution of improving standards, technologies and deployment will be best achieved by not attempting to change the existing model as it applies to the core infrastructure.

 
InternetNZ believes the UN is not the correct body to engage in those aspects of Internet Governance that relate to the core infrastructure of the root services.

However, with regard to enhanced participation we acknowledge that many organisations including the UN have  major roles to play to assist the ongoing outreach programmes to empower disenfranchised communities and individuals, most particularly in developing countries. Furthermore InternetNZ would welcome collaboration from the WSIS and the UN that would assist the private sector, in the reduction of threats to the stability and security of the Internet most particularly in the areas of cyber-crime and cyber-security, and we perceive major benefits from greater UN participation in these regards.

For InternetNZ,
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Keith Davidson

Executive Director
exe.dir@internetnz.net.nz 









