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Bangladesh Roundtable Consultation gives emphasis to MSP approach

Prior to the second phase of WSIS, in assisting Bangladesh preparation, a Roundtable Consultation on World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was jointly organized by Bangladesh Friendship Education Society (BFES) and Microsoft-Bangladesh on 10 September 2005 in Dhaka. Over fifty two (52) participants from Bangladesh Government, Civil Society, Private and Business Sector, UN Body and Media gave their valuable inputs to formulate recommendations from Bangladesh to the UN WSIS Executive Secretariat. 

A multimedia presentation on WSIS, its background, goals, present status and how the nations can be benefited was presented. The first phase of WSIS was to foster the political will to establish the foundations for an Information Society for all with the adoption of WSIS Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action by 175 countries while the second phase to be hosted by Tunisia from 16 to 18 November 2005 is the initiative to put the Plan of Action into motion. The participants of the Roundtable Consultation mentioned the event as a timely and effective effort to coordinate the inputs from all the key stakeholders and stimulate multi-actor cooperation that may result in formulation of an operational proposal. All agreed that the Government would take the leadership, in the interest of its citizen, in creating a knowledge based information society where active cooperation from other key stakeholders like NGOs, civil society, private sector and media is must. 

The speakers as well as the participants identified the incomplete areas that need immediate GoB interventions for implementation of the commitments made during the first phase of the summit held in Geneva in 2003. To achieve a knowledge based society, GoB should take initiative to formulate policies and develop infrastructure to take the benefits of ICT to the grassroots for ensuring equal access to information for all and utilizing ICT as a tool to catalyze the development process. In achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals, the GoB should take active measures to utilize the power of Information and Communication Technology, specially in improving the quality of life, social services and economic growth. The participants further pointed out that the continuation of the post first phase of WSIS as well as follow up of relevant activities are required.

The Government representatives stressed on the need of creating awareness among people on the power of ICT as it is the vehicle to travel virtually around the globe and keep oneself updated on the development of the world and able to establish own existence to others. Bangladesh can turn its huge population into capital of human resources by the help of ICT. GoB shared various initiatives that are already under process, those are - the ICT Ministry would submit a draft of ICT Law to the parliament at the end September 2005; government has taken the effort to establish a Hi-Tech park; in 2003, GoB took the decision to include a course on ICT especially in computer literacy at the Secondary and Higher Secondary education level. GoB has established an ICT training institute in collaboration with Korea where GoB officers will be trained.

The Civil Society highlighted the problems and potential of this sector. As ICT is not a static subject it is improved everyday, competencies should be developed to control and utilize it to reap of the benefits. The civil society urged the GoB for developing a national action plan for reducing the digital divide based on ICT policy. The action plan will have clear guideline on how to use ICT for poverty reduction besides economic development; suitable infrastructure needs to be established for the effective implementation of the action plan. 

Being one of the stakeholders, the Media representatives assured of their role in raising awareness among all WSIS stakeholders for creating partnerships for ensuring a smooth coordinated effort to utilize this unique opportunity. Both the electronic and print media upheld its role of creating awareness and interests among general people by capturing and disseminating the success stories.

As one of the key stakeholders of WSIS, Private Sector would play an active role in partnership with Government as well as the civil society; it is the important actor who would develop the economically viable model and value added services to achieve the national goals.  In explaining the importance of ICT, Private sector termed it as the engine for national development. The sector expressed that the industries must bear the commitment towards the society by helping in creating knowledge based society. It underscored the importance of e-governance though the government and the sector itself are far from the e-governance. For the Growth of the ICT sector, Government’s support is required to create an ICT business enable environment. Establishment of an ICT Entrepreneur Institute in Bangladesh was also demanded.

The UN representative in the charge of ICT4D in Bangladesh pointed out the present position of Bangladesh; the country does not have a planned position. All the sectors are not well coordinated, which is very important for WSIS. For capturing the opportunities of the WSIS Tunis phase, specific and coordinated efforts are to be made.

A number of basic issues like funding, development of policies & framework, monitoring etc. came up out of the discussions of the participants. They drew the attention of the GoB to the Digital Solidarity Fund; an aggressive effort from government is required to take advantage of the fund for Bangladesh itself. Besides, issues like funds for long term projects for ICT4D at the grassroots level to achieve the technology based information society; effective monitoring of computer distribution program in the educational institutions and the pricing policy of internet technology were also discussed. 

The meeting also expressed its deep concern on the post-WSIS role by the actors; it was suggested to develop a national mechanism to monitor the post-WSIS activities to bring the benefits in favor of the country.
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