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14 October 2002

	Ref:
	DM-1276
	To Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member States 

of the ITU and of the Member States of the UN

	Contact:
	Charles Geiger
	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6375
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 6393
	

	E-Mail:
	Charles.geiger@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	Second meeting of the Preparatory Committee, World Summit on the Information Society (Geneva, 17-28 February 2003) 


Sir/Madam,

It is indeed a pleasure for me to invite your country to attend the second meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which will be held in Geneva from February 17-28, 2003.

Since I last wrote to you in February of this year, there have been a number of developments related to the WSIS, most notably the First Preparatory Meeting of the World Summit in July and an Informal Meeting on content and themes of the Summit which was held in Geneva in September. I invite you to consult the WSIS website, at www.itu.int/wsis, should you wish to find out more about the proceedings and outcomes of the first Preparatory Meeting as well as the Informal Meeting on themes and content.

The main objective of the Second Preparatory Committee meeting will be to begin consideration of a draft Declaration of Principles and Action Plan, to be submitted eventually for the approval of Heads of State attending the Summit in December 2003. At its September 19th, 2002, meeting, the PrepCom Bureau recommended that the development of the first draft of the Action Plan and Declaration be carried out and submitted to PrepCom-2, under the authority and guidance of the Chairman of PrepCom, Mr. Adama Samassekou, from Mali.

In order to assist the Chairman of PrepCom carry out this responsibility, I invite you to submit specific proposals and actions you may want to put forward and have reflected in the first draft of the Declaration or of the Action Plan. Your proposals should be sent to the WSIS Executive Secretariat, at the following electronic address: wsis.ap@itu.int, by December 7th, 2002. 

In order to assist you in formulating proposed actions to be incorporated in the first draft of the Action plan, attached please find the Outcome of the Informal Meeting of Sub-committee 2 of PrepCom 1 of the WSIS. While this document remains informal and does need to be addressed during PrepCom-2, it nevertheless provides an indication of the principles and themes that have so far been discussed at both PrepCom-1 and the informal meeting. 

The ITU and UNGA resolutions endorsing the World Summit on the Information Society very strongly reiterated the need for all stakeholders in the Information Society to participate in and contribute to the WSIS. May I take this opportunity to ask you to include, in your Summit preparatory team, representatives from the private sector and civil society.  I will also send a separate letter of invitation to representatives of the private sector and other major groups to attend the second meeting of the Preparatory Committee.

A registration form is attached, at Annex 2, in order that you may confirm your attendance at PrepCom-2. I will provide you with more information on the second meeting of the Preparatory Committee as we get nearer to the event.

I look forward to receiving your specific proposals for the first draft of the Action Plan, and to seeing you at PrepCom-2.

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Yoshio UTSUMI

Secretary-General

Annexes: 2

Copy: 
Administrations of Member States of the ITU and of the UN
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