Speech No.19

	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


	[image: image1.wmf]

	WSIS PREPARATORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Yoshio Utsumi
Secretary-General 
International Telecommunication Union
1-7 July – CICG, Geneva



Excellencies,

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed an honor and a privilege to welcome you to this first Preparatory Committee Meeting for the World Summit on the Information Society.  It is very gratifying to see so many of you today.  I am especially pleased that we have representatives from most, if not all, of the various stakeholders in the Information Society.

The advantages and benefits that the information and communications technologies can bring in education, commercial, medical and governmental activities are too numerous to mention. Whether you like it or not, you cannot resist the benefits and opportunities that you can get from them.  Every aspect of our activities is undergoing profound change, and it is quite obvious that humanity is now entering a new age where information-oriented activities are a major part of GDP. 

However, there already exist big gaps. While more than 60 percent of households in Korea are enjoying broadband Internet connection, there are 61 countries in the world that have only less than one Internet user for every 100 citizens.

While there are many countries where most governmental information is accessible from home via Internet, in some countries information that citizens can get from their government is still only through a short notice occasionally made by radio broadcasting.  

The transformation to the Information Society will be every bit as profound as the movement from agrarian to industrial societies. In the past, such changes have led to winners and losers. Some countries have prospered, while others have fallen behind.

It could happen once again, and if we do not take any action now, existing gaps will be widened. We must not make the same mistakes for the coming information society.  We must bring the benefits of those technologies to every citizen of the world.  

Now it is time for us to reflect on the tremendous impact that information and communication technologies have on economic, social and political activities, and on our everyday individual life.  It is time for world leaders to shape the right direction of the Information Society. 
To do so, we must first gain the proper understanding of political leaders on the Information Society and establish a global strategy to create a win-win situation. This is the objective of holding the World Summit on Information Society.

One example of a win-win situation may be to establish a competitive market for ICTs. It will create new business opportunities for the developed world to sell their products and services.  At the same time, higher penetration of ICTs will enable the developing world to jump ahead to an information-oriented economy.  Therefore, the creation of a competitive market for ICTs should be pursued as a global strategy. 

There will be many other issues that will benefit both the developed and developing world, both the rich and the poor, both governments and their citizens, or both producers and consumers as a result of creating the Information Society. 

To create a win-win global strategy at the Summit, it will be first necessary to elaborate a vision of the Information Society that will enable us to anticipate and embrace the positive benefits it will bring.
Secondly, the Summit should look beyond technology and focus on applications.  The real goal is not just to get more computers or more telephones, but also rather to extend access to information, to guarantee the right to communicate and focus on how ICTs can be used to achieve the broader social and economic goals, such as the eradication of poverty.

Thirdly, the Summit should draw up a concrete and clear action plan that must be implemented by all stakeholders, for improving access to ICTs and converting the digital divide into a digital opportunity.
It will not be an easy task. But I am confident we can work together to gain the proper understanding of political leaders on the Information Society and to create a win-win situation.

Ladies and gentlemen,

I must admit that it is with a certain sense of accomplishment that I participate in this first preparatory meeting for the Summit.  Permit me to indulge for a minute on the role that the ITU has played.  It is through a resolution of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in Minneapolis back in 1998 that the idea of a World Summit on the Information Society was launched. 

Major milestones were indeed the establishment of the High Level Summit Organization Committee and the agreement reached, after long and difficult negotiations with the two candidate countries for hosting the Summit, that is to say to have two phases, the first one in Geneva in 2003 and the second one in Tunis in 2005. 

The creation of High Level Summit Organization Committee was not a difficult task at all because all heads of agencies had a very profound vision and understanding of the importance of the Summit.  However, the agreement of the host countries was one of the most difficult tasks I have ever engaged in.  Fortunately, I can be proud today that the compromise I proposed has helped to set up a very cooperative basic platform for the Summit. 

Now you are gathering here to build up the concrete framework for the Summit meeting and negotiate the possible outcome of the Summit. 

In order for the Summit to be a milestone in the Information Society, it must be a true meeting of minds, bringing together all stakeholders, from both the developed and developing world.  It must have a common understanding on the Information Society and share a concrete action plan.

It must provide a unique opportunity for Heads of State, UN agencies, regulators, industry leaders, NGOs and civil society, to gather together.

Because States have a responsibility to form the development of national policies and regulatory frameworks, which will lay the foundations for all of their citizens to benefit from information and communication technologies.

Because the private sector is a main user of ICTs and instrumental in creating the material conditions that constitute the backbone of the Information Society. 

Because civil society, by virtue of its diversity and hands-on approach to development issues, is a key player in the information society.

And because international organizations, by bringing together all the stakeholders in pursuit of our goals, are a catalyst for change.
This Preparatory Committee is mandated to create an opportunity for all the stakeholders to discuss all relevant issues and reach a common understanding.  Your task is not to make detailed procedures but rather to prepare a favorable environment and proposals for heads of state to be able to reach an agreement, which must be implemented by all the stakeholders.

I am convinced that you will be able to succeed in building on the uniqueness of the Summit and on the opportunities that it presents for all its stakeholders.

Let us work together to make the Summit a success and ensure that the Information Society ushers in a world where information and communication technologies benefit the whole world’s inhabitants, helping to eradicate poverty and creating a more just, prosperous and peaceful world. 

Thank you.
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