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Mr President, Mr Secretary General, Honourable and Distinguished Participants,

At the outset may the United Nations Development Programme congratulate you on your election as President of this Prep Com meeting.  UNDP will cooperate in any way to assist your team in delivering the goals of this meeting and ultimately of the Summit itself.

The WSIS comes at a critical moment in time.   At one level, the seismic proportion of the global telecom downturn and dotcom implosion is having a radical impact on investment models and priorities, and will directly affect our ability to bridge the digital divide.  At another level, we are witnessing the establishment of a remarkable consensus on the use of Information and Communications Technology as a vital tool in the achievement of social and economic goals in the fight against poverty.

The work of the DOT Force and the UN ICT Task Force, in particular, has demonstrated the advantage and necessity of a participatory, transparent, and representative approach in identifying the core issues and defining the roles and responsibilities of the relevant multiple stakeholders in bridging the gap.  The WSIS must capitalize both on that approach and on the Action Plans developed by both of these initiatives in arriving at its own concrete and sustainable Plan of Action in December 2003.

UNDP welcomes the emphasis made by numerous member states in their general statements on the essential human development focus that should be adopted by the WSIS.  WSIS will not be a technical Summit.  Rather it will reflect the highly complex and difficult issues of how social and economic inequity can be addressed through the innovative use of ICT, of how a digital backlash between information have’s and have not’s can be avoided, and how access to information as a basic human right can be established for all.

The WSIS will be another step towards global partnership and concrete action.  It will build on the achievements reached via previous Ministerials and Summits, most recently the UN General Assembly Special Session on the Digital Divide, the International Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey, the Doha conference, and shortly the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.

Yet the WSIS has a unique opportunity to reinforce the direct linkage between ICT, national poverty reduction strategies and the global Millennium Development Goals intended to reduce world by half by the year 2015.  We feel strongly that the content and themes of WSIS should therefore reflect the full range of these goals embracing not just infrastructure but deficits in human capacity, democratic governance, health and education, environment and energy, crisis prevention and recovery, hunger and population, youth and gender.

We believe both the ICT work carried out in the Technology Convergence Task Force of the UN Millennium Project and Campaign, as well as the Human Development Report 2003, which will be devoted to the Millennium Development Goals, will constitute important inputs to the content and themes of the WSIS.

WSIS, of course, will also need to address sector specific ICT issues within a holistic vision of National ICT Strategies including access and connectivity, global ICT governance, privacy, security, intellectual property, local content creation and enterprise, and resource mobilization. This is an ambitious agenda and will require intensive work over the coming days between partners in government, the international organizations, the private sector and civil society.  

In this regard, as chair of the United Nations Development Group, UNDP will be formulating a common position on WSIS content and themes with partners on the UNDG Executive Committee – comprising UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, WFP, and WHO as observer - for consideration by this Prep Com.

Finally, UNDP welcomes both the EU suggestion for a "networked series of events" surrounding the core political Summit which could guide the organizational structure of WSIS, as well as the essential emphasis on the regional Prep Com process.  We look forward to working with colleagues on all these issues in the coming days.  Recognising the importance of WSIS, UNDP will fully support the process and hopes to contribute considerably to its success, and to the goal of achieving digital opportunities for all.

Thank you very much.
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