                                         STATEMENT OF 

                               THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

                                                       TO 

                             THE FIRST PREPARATORY MEETING FOR 

                  THE WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

Chairperson

Your Excellencies

Ladies and gentlemen

The importance of the Information Society for development was raised by President Mbeki, then in his capacity as Deputy President, when he addressed the G7 Summit on this issue only a few months after our country became a democracy.

A year following that event, in 1996, South Africa hosted the Information Society and Development Conference in Midrand.

Last year in his state of the nation address President Mbeki established two bodies that are aimed at making sure that South Africa does not fall behind with respect to building the Information Society. 

The first of these is the Presidential International Advisory Council on the Information Society and Development. It is made up of prominent leaders in this sector and its task is to provide advice to the President on bridging the digital divide in our country and continent.

The second body, the Presidential National Commission on the Information Society and Development, has the task of making recommendations on how Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) can be developed and  used to accelerate South Africa’s development programmes.

Chairperson

Our delegation was privileged to attend the Africa Preparatory Conference for the WSIS in Bamako under the leadership of then President Konare, and, in which you Chairperson played a crucial role. We would like to take this opportunity to re-iterate our confidence in your ability to lead us as we prepare for this historic Summit. We have no doubt that  once again our continent will be proud.

One of the important issues to be addressed by this preparatory meeting relates to the nature and extent of participation in this important Summit by the non-government and private sector. Given its own experience, our country places great importance on this matter because we believe that  such participation will enrich our process and that all sectors of society have a responsibility to building a better world.

In order to ensure broad participation in our own preparatory process for the WSIS  a number of events are planned for next year.

On March 8th  - In commemoration of International Women’s Day  we will  hold the Women’s Forum on the Information Society. This Forum will address issues related to improving the status of women. 

Guided by the Beijing Platform for Action the Forum will adopt the Women’s Charter on the Information Society which will articulate the issues that need special attention in the building of the Information Society.  

On May 1st the International Worker’s  Day will be observed with the Workers Forum on the Information Society which will address issues of particular relevance to workers. Issues such as re-training, multi-skilling and retrenchments resulting from the increased use of ICTs will find a platform for discussion here. 

The results of this Forum will be summarized in the Workers Charter on the Information Society.  

May 17th is International Telecommunications Day and it will be marked with a Business Forum on the Information Society. This will be a special forum for the ICT sector in our country to discuss issues such as universal service and access to ICTs, investment in the sector, policies affecting the development of the sector as well as the development of applications and services relevant to the country’s needs. 

The Business Charter on the Information Society is expected to commit the ICT sector to meeting the development challenges of our country and continent in the context of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, NEPAD.
On June 1st we will hold the Children’s Forum on the Information Society to mark International Children’s Day. Special attention will be paid to the negative effects of ICTs on this vulnerable section of our population such as pedophilia on the Internet. 

The Children’s Charter on the Information Society will also address the right to education. This Charter will form an important base for ensuring the elimination, in the Information Society, of the differential treatment accorded to boys and girls with respect to access to opportunities.

June 16th  which marks our National Youth Day is used every year to pay tribute to the youth of South Africa for its contribution to the struggle against apartheid. Next year through the Youth Forum on the Information Society our youth will bring the struggle to the digital age. 

In recognition of the fact that the youth is the section of the population that is placed at the greatest risk by the digital divide, the Youth Charter on the Information Society will bring to the fore the challenge placed on our youth by the requirements of the information economy. 

Chairperson,

The 26th of June is an important date in the history of South Africa. On this day in 1955 thousands of people from all walks of life converged in Kliptown and adopted the Freedom Charter, the document which formed the foundations for our democratic constitution.

The People’s Forum on the Information Society, whose convening will coincide with this important date in our history, is expected see the widest variety of representatives of the non-government sector in our country

This Forum will also address the widest array of issues such as the role of ICTs is strengthening democracy, good governance, peace and security as well as in  improving the lives of displaced people and refugees.

In the spirit of Kliptown, this Forum will adopt the People’s Charter on the Information Society.
The results of these events will be taken into account and form part of our country’s preparations for and contribution to the WSIS.

In closing, allow us Chairperson, to thank the Government of  Switzerland as host the first phase of this important World Summit. We also salute the Government of Tunisia, the host of the second phase, for the vision it showed when it proposed the holding of this Summit four years ago in Minneapolis.        

Thank you.

