[Introduction]

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, I sincerely welcome the launching of the Preparatory Committee and I am honored to address its first meeting.

For their valuable efforts in support, I would like to express my great appreciation of ITU staff, headed by Secretary-General Mr. Yoshio Utsumi, as well as the WSIS Executive Secretariat and the government of Switzerland.
[Value of the WSIS]

Mr. Chairman, the rapid progress of ICT that is characterized by the spread of the Internet has been called an “Information Revolution” likely to bring fundamental changes just as the Industrial Revolution did generations ago. Despite the recent downturn in ICT business, it is beyond doubt that ICT is a principal engine for economic and social development, both now and for the long-term future.  It is one of the most effective tools for diminishing the distance between countries, and for allowing people everywhere to feel that they belong to one human society.
We have reached the crucial point of transition from the dawn of the information society to the stage when we must begin to actively establish its infrastructure, based on the essential foundation of ICT.  This means that the World Summit on the Information Society will certainly be a timely and very important event for all of us.

I believe the WSIS has three outstanding characteristics:
First, it is a United Nations summit in which the International Telecommunication Union will play a leading managerial role. This will enable a great number of countries to participate in discussions on a firm foundation of ITU expertise.

Secondly, the summit will deal with the “Information Society” rather than simply with ICT itself. This means that a very wide range of people will be involved, including heads of state, heads of UN agencies, industry leaders, and representatives of non-governmental organizations.
And thirdly, the summit will pay the highest attention to the concerns of each region of the world. I am sure that significant results can be expected when respect is shown in this way to the diversity of economies and cultures around the globe.

[Japan’s promotion of ICT]
For these reasons, I believe all nations should do their best to support the World Summit.  As far as my own country, Japan, is concerned, we have already been active in promoting ICT, both at home and in neighboring countries.
In 2000, we established the “e-Japan Strategy” and a national Action Plan to achieve its goals.  Through its ongoing implementation, we are promoting the establishment of an information-based society in which creativity can be stimulated through the easy exchange of  knowledge and ideas.

And recently, in close co-operation with colleagues from overseas, we have begun looking at an “Asia Broadband Program.”  Its aim is to develop an effective and accessible broadband infrastructure in the region.

Meanwhile, Japan is planning to host the Regional Preparatory Conference for the Asia-Pacific Region in January next year.  As the host country, we are ready to make all our efforts and to do our best to develop our region’s contributions to the WSIS. 
ICT will bring huge opportunities to developing countries as well as to industrialized ones. We realize what enormous benefits it can bring in reducing poverty, improving public health and offering many educational opportunities. Various discussions in this field have   taken place at the ITU, and in March the World Telecommunication Development Conference adopted a program to promote the spread of ICT. Japan has also given its backing to ITU initiatives in this field, such as rural network project, and it will continue its support.
[Conclusion]
Mr. Chairman, I am sure that we all look forward to the World Summit on the Information Society being an innovative and fruitful event. 


The purpose of the summit is to establish our common goals for the information society and ways to achieve them. Today, we are taking just the first step, but I am confident that together we will make steady progress towards our aim. 

 
Thank you.
