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Mr. President,

Speaking as a representative of the International Women’s Tribune Centre and as a member of the Civil Society group here at this PrepCom, I thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of greater participation of women in the preparatory processes for the World Summit on the Information Society.

In addition to the WSIS Gender Caucus formed initially at the Africa Regional Meeting and meeting daily here at this PrepCom, women are gathering at international, regional and national meetings in all geographic world regions during 2002 and 2003 to discuss the importance and implications of the World Summit and to suggest ways to increase gender input into the outcomes documents.

Above all, women recognize the importance of a gender perspective at all levels of the preparatory process for WSIS. We ask to be included as full participants in order to ensure that these outcomes include gender perspectives and issues.

Because we believe that there can be no truly efficient, equal and just information Society, nor any truly successful efforts to utilize ICTs as tools to combat poverty without the full participation of women and gender equality advocates,

we ask for,

- the participation of national machineries for women, women NGOs and UN system gender focal points in all WSIS preparations, and

- 30% representation of women, including gender and ICT experts,  on all country delegations to WSIS.

Mr. President, I thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of women’s meaningful participation in WSIS preparations, in it’s outcomes, and in it’s implementation programmes and policies.

Thank you
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