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WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

PREPCOM 1, GENEVA, 1-5 JULY 2002

CIVIL SOCIETY PROGRAM

The arts and virtual reality: missing links in the Summit

Wednesday 3 July, 15:00-18:00

Abstract

The International Publishers Association was established in Paris in 1896. It is a Non Governmental Organisation based in Geneva and enjoying consultative relations with the United Nations. Its constituency is of book and journal publishers world-wide, assembled into 78 national, regional and specialised publishers associations in 65 countries. IPA was founded to promote the lifeblood of publishing: copyright protection and freedom to publish, internationally.
In our view the tentative themes proposed by the High Summit Level Organising Committee (HSLOC) for the WSIS, take the role and needs of telecommunication providers and of users well into account. The same should apply to content creators and disseminators: an essential question for publishers concerning the information society is how societies will continue to evolve given the development of new means of transmission of knowledge? On many levels information/content/knowledge are not fixed quantities: they are dynamic and evolving and interactive. In this regard it is interesting to note that some of the conclusions of the Africa regional preparatory meeting held in Bamako last May emphasised the importance that should be accorded to the creation of content, and in particular to local content. For publishers and the creative sectors, it is pivotal that the information society is not merely seen as a channel of distributing a fixed quantity of information goods, but rather as a source of creativity and reflection.

We are here today to present some of the expectations, hopes and concerns of the publishing industry.

 
WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY (WSIS)

STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION  (IPA) IN VIEW OF PREPCOM 1, 1-5 JULY 2002

June 2002
· The viewpoints and needs of creators / rightholders must be fully taken into consideration at all stages of the WSIS.

· Along with telecommunication providers and users, creators / rightholders of content are key actors in the information chain and we believe the WSIS and any of its programmes must reflect this.

· The viewpoints and needs of creators / rightholders should be made a key part of the envisaged declaration of principles and plan of action.

· The International Publishers Association (IPA) and other relevant organisations representing creators / rightholders stands ready to assist the WSIS organisers to achieve the above.

This statement is supported by the following organisations:

International Confederation of Music Publishers (ICMP)

International Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical Publishers (STM)

International Video Federation (IVF)

Motion Picture Association (MPA)
Business Software Alliance (BSA)

International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC)

European Writers' Congress (EWC)
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