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Statement from Brazil

Mr. Chairman,

“Information Society” appears on the international agenda as a new issue and concept. It is an attempt to unite an entire gamut of questions raised by the digital revolution under a single perspective. A technology based revolution that promises to transform the World and the lives of people.

Developed countries, as usual, get a head start in the formulation of new policies and regulations that take into account the big changes to come. They do this before many developing countries have fully grasped the extent to which this new world of networking and technological convergence will change their development perspectives and terms of integration into the international economy.

Some developed countries seem to be dealing with the challenges ahead through a predominantly humanistic and social approach that is neither technology driven only, nor based solely on market considerations or on economic performance.

Others appear more focused on reaping the gains in competitiveness stemming from the assimilation of ITCs by the private sector, Government and society.

Whether it is a tool for competing in the global marketplace or an instrument for social development and welfare, as far as developing countries are concerned, ICTs present considerable challenges and opportunities. 

According to certain evaluations, advances in digital technologies open windows of opportunities for developing countries to leapfrog in their development efforts, shortcutting stages of economic growth they were never able to overcome in the context of the industrial revolution.

On the other hand, as digital technologies become key factors determining the terms of integration into the world economy, one must consider that those countries that remain outside the technology loop may be worst off in the future than they are now.

The existing “social and economic divide” that evolved between developed and developing countries, as a consequence of the industrial revolution, threatens to be followed by a “digital divide” ‑‑ possibly an even more unfair phenomenon curtailing development opportunities everywhere in the Third World.

Information Technology has emerged as an issue for international debate fairly recently. Many still deal with it under a purely technical approach, limiting discussions to matters of bandwidth, accessibility, communication infrastructure and so on. This is not the approach favored by Brazil in the preparatory process leading to the World Summit.

Developed countries have been supporting these discussions within the G-8, UN ICT Task Force and in the World Economic Forum, among other organizations. There seems to be an implication by the developed world that this would be a non polarized North-South issue, in which both the “technology haves” and the technology “have nots” would have to gain from a joint effort to promote the global expansion of ICTs and its related infrastructure.

However, the theory that ICTs and the unregulated expansion of ICT infrastructure will promote development leapfrogging in the countries of the South is a key issue requiring solid analysis. Developing countries cannot accept this claim at face value and will need to assess the real and effective impact digital revolution will have for development, and what policy and regulatory options would best protect and promote their development interests in the modern world economy.

ICTs have also brought about some new thinking in terms of non-government and private sector participation in intergovernmental forums. The fact that these technologies are seen as the new railroads or highways of the knowledge-based economy means that their expansion and absorption by countries will have deep structural impacts in all sectors of society. Access to Internet by low income communities in the developing world means new forms of political expression will be at the disposal of populations until now barred from participatory engagement in public life because of limited access to information and communications. On the other hand, concentration of power by developed countries at the vanguard of ICTs and in a small number of global corporations – mostly from those countries -- can also mean new forms of centralized controls through technology to the detriment of democracy.

Democratic and representative Governments should not be replaced by arbitrary groupings of private business and non-governmental institutions in decisions regarding the economic space brewing within powerful digital networks, such as the Internet. Organizing this new environment to the satisfaction of all , and ensuring the beneficial participation of developing countries and their societies is central to our work.

It is clear that all participants must be heard and must contribute to the debate in an open and democratic fashion. Innovative forms of NGO and private sector participation in the preparatory process leading to the World Information Society Summit should no doubt be sought.

Mr Chairman,

Protecting cultural diversity from the homogenizing effect of ICT driven globalization is also of great concern to developing countries. Brazil, in particular, is very proud of its multicultural and ethnical heritage and will be vigilant so that new technologies  do not jeopardize these national assets.

These and other social, cultural and economic issues will be the focus of my Delegations contribution to the preparatory process leading to the World Summit.

The developmental aspects of ICTs must be discussed at length under new and innovative approaches with the specialized assistance of the Organizations involved. We must go beyond dealing with ICTs under purely technical and quantitative terms, as has been the case until now.

New forms of benchmarking the impact of ICT for development must be sought. Impact of ICTs on the terms of trade of developing countries must be assessed and dealt with, possibly leading to new proposals for regulatory framework capable of favoring developing countries; as opposed to what has been the case until now under the present multilateral trading system.

The Brazilian Government believes in the power of ICTs for development and has promoted national initiatives to place these new technologies at the service of better Government and greater community participation in public affairs and in the political process. ICTs can be important tools for economic growth and social inclusion.

Brazil’s program adopts a multisector approach, involving the application of ICTs in education, health, Government affairs, trade promotion and SMEs, among other areas.

Such multisector, development oriented approach is what my country considers most appropriate to our work in preparation of the World Summit. It must be a Summit for development through North-South cooperation in digital technologies; not a Summit for the promotion of North-South trade in technology goods and services.

Thank you.

