Statement by Mr. Zohrab Mnatsakanian, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia at the First Preparatory Meeting for the World Summit on Information Societies,

(Geneva, 1-5 July 2002)

Mr Chairman,

First of all, I would like to convey the great appreciation and support of the Government of Armenia to this outstanding attempt of consolidating at a global level the processes that have been shaping our lives and our future in the contemporary world of technological advance. My Government will continue to co-operate most actively with the High Level Summit Organising Committee, with the Executive Secretariat and with all other member states in order to ensure the success of this initiative. We believe that the success of the Summit will be a strong message to the global community that the UN system remains most capable in addressing in a comprehensive manner the challenges that have opened up to us as a result of the information revolution of the present times. On behalf of my Government, I would also like to thank the Governments of Switzerland and Tunisia for kindly co-hosting the World Summit of Information Societies. 

Mr. Chairman,

We have entered the most responsible stage on the road to the Summit. The preparatory process will to a great extent shape the outcome of the end result. We therefore attach great importance to clearly setting the modalities of the preparatory process. While the engagement of the UN family and the Governments has taken shape, we should give proper consideration to the expansion of participants in this process. The nature of the information revolution is such that it influences every segment of our societies, if not every individual member of them. Furthermore, the technological advance is to a large extent driven by the actors of economy, in most cases by the private sector. We can barely expect a broad outreach of our message without the strong engagement of our civil societies and our economic actors. We therefore hope, that the first preparatory meeting will produce a clearer framework of co-operation within which the Governments, the UN, the civil societies and the economic actors will be able to work together in order to produce a consolidated list of priorities for the Summit.

We attach an equally great importance to keeping up the momentum of the preparatory process. Putting it plainly, we should clearly know what we are going to do before the next preparatory meetings in the next year, what interim action plans we are going to pursue in the gaps between these meetings. We therefore believe, that effective mechanisms of co-operation between the member state delegations, the Executive Secretariat and all other relevant players will to a large extent ensure continuity of the preparatory process. 

We greatly welcome the diversification of the preparatory process and its extension to regional levels. While thanking the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and the Government of Romania for their input in effectively maintaining this process at our regional grouping level, my Government looks forward to bringing its active participation to the upcoming pan-ministerial meeting on Information Society in Bucharest in November 2002. We believe that the principles of broad participation and inclusiveness from various segments of our societies should be maintained at the regional level as well.

Mr. Chairman,

Information and communication technologies have, above all, become one of the most powerful instruments for a quality development of nations. While they shape the nature of knowledge based economies, the ICTs bare considerable implications for the maintenance of democratic institutions and liberal economies. The ICTs play a significant role for facilitating the entry of nations to global economies, for proliferating the flows of investments and trade. We believe that such considerations bare particular importance for smaller nations, for economies in transition. The ICT sector has been gradually upgrading its positions in the Armenian economy. It already contributes above 5% to our Gross Domestic Product, its share in our exports is fast increasing. 

As in many other cases, our experience of ICT development has produced outstanding examples of quality employment and considerable advantages in financial reward. At the same time, the ICT sector asserts the priority of enhancing the quality of education and expanding the access to knowledge and skills for navigating in the information age.

The ICTs have remarkably displayed their capability of spreading the plethora of information around the globe with unparalleled speed and penetration. The immensity of their influence on our lives, our thinking and awareness is unprecedented. We believe, that the ICTs bare unmatched power in enhancing the dialogue between nations, between civilisations.  

The ICTs have become a major consolidating factor in promoting the processes of regional co-operation. In our region of South Caucasus we have recently launched the Caucasus Information Technologies Initiative, the so called CITI process. This initiative enjoys the support and engagement of the European Union, segments of the UN system and others international organisations. We believe that the spread of e-philosophy in our region may become, among other things, a considerable consolidating factor for promoting stability and security in the region.

Mr. Chairman,

My Government will look forward to working actively with all participants to the WSIS process in elaborating on these themes, among many others, and to contributing to the evolution of a common vision and understanding of the information society. 

Thank you 
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